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T HEN fi 1 began the following 
W Po RM, I was i far from thinking 
of the Preſs, that I aimed no far- 
ther than to deſcribe, and that for my own Di- 
ver ſion only, the Monomachie, or ſingle Com- 


bat, between the Giant and the Stripling, great 
Goliah and little David. 


After I had, in fuch Sort as it is, performed 
that, I was drawn on, inſenſibly, as it were, 
to ſet forth the noble Friendſhip, which, upon 
the great Atchievement of David's, was con- 
trated between Prince Jonathan and him; 
with the Effects of both, the Advancement of 
David 0 Places of Honour, Truſt and Pow. 
er, and bis brave Diſcharge thereof, in the 
Service of bis King and . Which, as 
it gained him the great Love of the People, 6 
it procur'd him the high Di of the 
King: and, as £0 thereof, the Trou- 
bles be afterwards went through. 


Having attended him fo far in bis Profpe- | 
rity and Greatneſs, I could not find in my 
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Heart, methought, to leave him in his Adver- 


'fity and deprefled State; but accompanying him 
— bis Sufferings under Saul, I waited on 


him, till I bad ow bim fairly fettled on the 
Throne of Ifrael. j 


There again I made a Stand, as willing 
to have made that the Bound of my Undertak- 
ing. But after I had pausd a while, look'd 
Back, and wiew'd the Steps I had taten; ob- 
fervd from what a low Beginning, ig, 4 
what extream Ditficulties and Hardſhips, . 

what a towring Pitch of Height and Glory 


our Hero was advanced: and confidered alk, 


bow ſoon this great and mighty Monarch, this 
excellent Man, through a ſuddain Temptation 


of Luft, excited by the alluring Bait of Beauty, 
fell into thoſe groſs and hainous Sins of Adultery 


and mak 1 could not forbear to diſplay 


that Part of his Life alſo, as foreſeeing Sor 
might ſome uſeful Remarks be made thereon, 
which might be of Service to caution others. 
\ Wherefore, running haſtily over the former 
Part of his Reign, and but lightly touching, 
in a general Way, his Wars and Martial En- 
terpriſes; [ 4 as directiy as I well could, 
upon the foul Story of fair Bar HSHEBA; 
and as conſequent thereof, the contrived Death 
of her abujed Huſband, the brave and valiant 
Ur1ran. Which, with the better Account 


of 


f 
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of David's eminent Sorrow for it, Repentance 
of it, Recovery from it, and Reſtoration to 
the — of God again, cloſes the Third 
B00 | 


There, indeed, I was forced to make another 

Stop; which, I thought would bave proved a 
full Stop: for it laſted more than twenty 
Years. The Por was begun, and ſo far 
carried on ( excepting only the firſt Chapter of 
the firſt Book) in the Year 1688. When the 
Prince of Orange landing, and the Nation be- 
ing in Arms; the Noiſe of Guns, and Sounds 
of Drums and Trumpets % affrighted, and 
diſturbed my peaceful Muſe, that both She fer 
a while for al me, and 1 thereupon the Work, 
fave that, upon a Review, ſome Time after, 
obſerving how abruptly David was brought in 
that be might not look like one of the Knights 
Errand of Old, ruſhing into a Fray with his 
Beavor down, that none could know either who 
he was, or whence he came, I added the firſt 
Chapter; thereby beginning. the Story a little. 
higher, that I might introduce my Hero with 
ſomewhat the more Advantage. 


There it reſted, without any Profpett of its 
ever going further, until the laſt Winter. When 
having leſs Health, and more Leiſure, than 
at ſome Times before; I took it up, for an En- 
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tertainment, to make forme uneaſy Hours 
at leſs uneafily over. And ''T bad 
read it * bh, 5 TY dermg wth 0 18 that 
if, after my * being found a my . 
looſe Papers, "it ſhould be committed to the Preſs; 
it 3 for, at beſt but an wnperfect, or 
unfiniſh'd Piece: I found an — of 
Mind, to carry on the Story, if I cn, to 
the End of David's Life. Wherefore giving 
a kind Invitation o my gentle Muſe i* return 
(who, by ſome fhort Viſits, on particular Oc- 
cafrons, in the Interval, had given me 
Ground to hope, ſhe had not quite abandoned me } 
Fentered again upon the Subject, where I had 
left off; 4 went thro it, till I 
2 brought my warlike Hero to bis peaceful 
rave. 


paſs 


Aſter it was finiſhed, delsberating about the 
publiſhing of it; as whether to publiſh it my ſelf, 
pings it, as a Poſthume, to be publiſhed (if 
ught fit) by ſome kind Hand, after my Death: 
jr, 16A which turm d the Balance for pre- 
ſent Printing were; Fiſt, that, at preſent the 
Prefs is apen : which poflibly may hereafter be ſhut, 
And, Secondly, That, if, upon the Publication 
Mit, Moms foods S be is but too 
apt to do, even where there is leſs Occafion for it) 
I might be at Hand, ready myjelf to Anſwer his 
Cavils; who, if any Cauſe be given for them, gave 
#:though, aff uredly, without any Intention f . 2 
: 
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J I had wholly finiſhed, and tranſcribed alſo, 
this Poem; 1 had not had the Opportunity of 
perufing the learnad CowLEeY's DavID IS; 
though I had heard of it, and, I think, had 
once à tr Sight of it, before I began this. 
Since . throug my beft At- 


b, with 
| tention; and am very well pleaſed, that I had 
not read it before : leſt i os Name, high 
Stile, and lofty Fancy ſhould have led me, the 
unawares, into an apiſh Imitation of them ; ; 
which doubtleſs would have looked very odly, and 
ilt in ne, how admirable ſoever in bim. 


His Aim and mine differ widely: the Me- 
thod of each no leſs. He wrote for the Learn- 
ed; and thoſe two of the U Form : and 
his Flights are anfwerable. Tow for com- 
mon Readers; in a 2 805 familiar, and eaſy tn 
be underſtood by ſuch. His would have needed 
(if he had not added it) à large Paraphraſe upon 
it, to explain the many difficult Paſſages in it. 
Mine, as it has none, will not, ] hope,need any. 


F have the fame Aim in this, the ſame In- 
ducement to it, as I bad in writing the facred 
_ Hiſtory of both the Old and the New Teſta- 
, ment, viz. To invite, and endeavour to draw 
all the Youth ef, pecially, of ether Sex, to im- 
prove their Time and Studies, by implying 
both in reading better Books, written on better 
Subjects, than too many of them too often do. 


I 


ain from. 


Inventions; wild H 
weib an Introduction of Angels, Spirits, Dæ- 
mons, and their reſpective Deities, Se. Which 


awithout Quarrelling, or Joſtling: 'tis all I aſe 
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I am not ſo wholly a Stranger to the Writings 
of the moſt celebrated Poets, as well antient as 
modern, as nat to nau, 'that the 
liſhments of therr Poems confiſt moſily in their 
extravagant, and alme/t boundleſs Fancies ; 


mazing, and even dazling Flights; — 
yperbol's; lofty Language: 


as not ſuitable to my Purpoſe, I mmlgfriouſly ab- 


In a Word, 1 am not fo vain to ek As- 


4 -  Slauſe: ¶ don't expect to be commended. If Cri- 


ticks, on the one Hand, and Carpers on the other, 
will give me leave to paſs the Streets quietly, 


at their Hands. I aon't affect the Title of Poet. 
Let em call me, in that reſpect, what they pleaſe. 
The learned, and good natur'd, will, I hope, be 


favourable in their Cenſures: The Ignorant 


and crabbed I re wy not. I am more modeſt, 

4 "than to expett on amongſt the beſt Poets; ; 
and yet 0 it a 2 below me, to he ranked 
. * with the very worſt. Nec Suffznus ſum, nec 


inſcribo Praxitelem. I am content to walk, if 
1 may be allowed, in the * middle Way ; ; where 

1a Medio Vertus : the ſafeſt Walking ts, and 
Medio Turiffimus ibis. where J. ſhall be fure to find 
VIRTUE: than whom I de- 


Are 29 better Company. 


great Embel- 
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1 fing the Life of David, Iſrael's King — 
Ml., thou ſacred Pow'r, who did. bim bring 
From the Sheepfold, and ſet bim on the Tbrone; 
Thee I invoke, on Thee rely alone. 5 
Breath on my Muſe ; and fill ber flender Quill 
With thy reſreſbing Deus from Hermon-Hill: 
That what ſhe [ings may turn unto thy Praiſe, - 
And to thy Name may laſting Trophies raiſe. 4 

, 
In Amalet) divine Diſpleaſure brought © 


A Upon himſelf, and fo the Lord provoxd 
(Though his Offence he with Religion cloak d 
That God of his Promotion did repent, „ 
And, in Decree, the Kingdom from him rent; 
Whilſt the good Prophet, on his mournful String, 
BewaiPd the deftin'd Downfal of the King: 

God to him did his ſacred Herald call 


Frer King Saul had (by the Sin he wrouglie A 1 


And 
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Andfaid, How Tong for Saul do Tt mean to mourn ? 
Up, quickly fill w with ſacring Oyl thy Horn: f 
To Benlemitus 7e, I intind 1 4 ' 
Thee, on a ſpecial rrand ſtrait to ſend ; 85 | 
$ King, who hall my People rule and ſave. | 


& BY h to the Prophet it was fully known, 
That 800 had · Saul determinꝰd to dethrone, ; 


And. raiſe angther (for bimfelf did bring , 
* From God th* unwelcome Sentence to the King :) 
nick | dang rous Errand him furprize ; 


it with Fear, How can I go! he cries. 
gus Seu] holla of the Bus'neſs hear, 


hb 
” 


i 

| 
. Head muſt pay for mine Offence, I fear. ; | 
4 ; Tbeik d- 2 gracious Maſter, fully knew F 


"The Prophet's Heart was firm, upright and true; 
3 And that bis Fear from Frailty did ariſe, 
4 A fafs Expedient for him did deviſe. 
4 Go, \ ſaid he, an Heifer with thee take; 
ſay, I come a Sacrifice to make 


Into the Lord: Call Jeſ thereunto ; 


8 I will then direct thee what to do. | 
Gs, entertain no Fear, but Fear of me, | 
And him anoint, whom I ſhalt fhew ro thee. bY 


Away went Samuel. And, to BethPem come, 
Conven'd the Elders of the Place ; z on whom 
A Trembling fell, a dreadful pannick Fear, 
Leſt ſome great m had drawn the Prophet there: 


Wherefore - 


— - 
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Wherefore they ask d him, if he came in Peace: 
He anſw'ring, Te : their Fears did quickly ceſs! 
He told them then, 132 Feaſt 
Unto the Lord (that Love might be encreayd 
Among them.) Bid them haſte, and fandtifie/ 
Themſelves, that tothe Feaſt they x — 


Then unte Feſ?s Houſe tho Propher wine 
Upon his ſpecial Errand moſt incene. 
Amongſt his Sons when Elieb he eſpy'd, © 4 
This muſt be he, within hirnſelf he cry'd: 8 '- " 
For Eliab was the Eldeft, ſtout and tall, 


A fit Succeſſor, he might think, for S, = « 


f 


- 
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He therefore ſaid, ſurely, tbe Lord anvinted _ 10 


1s now before him : Tha hath he appointeid. 8 - Y 


But God thus check'd him. Lok norar 5 
Nor outward Stature: But the inward Grace, 
I view not Man, like Man : „ e $5 1 4 

He looks upon; but I regard the Heart. 
The Prophet, thus inſtructed, now no more 1 «A 
Conſults weak Reaſon, as he did before: 
But when old Jeſſe had before him fer 

Sev'n of his Sons, all proper Perſons; yet 

The Prophet, to his Guide now keeping cloſe, 
Told him, the Lord had choſen _ of thote. 


Sure theſe are not thy all, the l — 
No, One there til] remains, old Jef reply d, 
My youngeſt Son; my Shepherd*s Place he fills, 
. Angzends his Fleecy Charge on diſtant Hills. 


«<2 
* "I 
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Send, fetch him, ſaid the Prophet. quickly home, 
For we will not fit down until he come. 


A ſpeedy Meſſenger for David flies, 
And brings the ſprightly Youth before their Eyes; 
A roſy Bloom adorn'd his comely Face, 
Sweet to behold, and Manly with a Grace : 
Before the Prophet, Fefſe makes him ſtand, 
The Prophet ſoon receiv'd the Lord's Command; 
Ariſe, anoint the Youth, for this is he : 
And Samuel ſtreight approach'd, with bended Knee, 
 Afﬀum'd his Horn, and on young David's Head, 
The conſecrating Oil did freely ſhed. 


From that Day forward, upon David came 
The Spirit of the Lord ; which might proclaim, 
To well-diſcerning Eyes, his Unction: as 

Of SauPs Rejeftion a ſure Token 'twas, 

That the good Spirit did from him depart, 

And to an evil Spirit left his Heart. 


This evil Spirit from the Lord is ſaid 
On Saul to come: and it ſuch Trouble made 
To Saul, and all his Servants; that they thought 
The beft expedient was, there ſhould be ſought 


Some filful Man, who on his Harp might play; 


And drive that Spirit, for the Time, away. 
This they propoſe. He ſhews a ready Mind 

To try it: bids them ſuch an Harper find. 

One mentionꝰ d David; whom he thus ſet forth : 


A cunning Player, and a Man of Worth; 


Valiant 


| 
4 


4 
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Valiant and wiſe 4a comely Perſon ; one 
To whom the Lord had ſpecial Favour ſhown. 


This pleaſed Saul; to Fefſe ſtraight he ſent 
To fetch young David; David quickly went. 
A tender Kid the chearful Youth did bring, 
With Bread, and Wine, a Preſent for the King. 


His Office is aſſigned him, to ſtand 
Before the King; and with a ſkilful Hand, 
When Saul was troubled, on his Harp to play, 
And when he play'd, the Sp'rite was drove away. 


This made him dear to Saul. Saul quickly found 
The Benefit, whick did to him redound 
From the ſweet Harper's Muſick. For the fake 
Whereof, he did him Armour-Bearer make. 

A Martial Office *twas, to bear the Shield 
Of Saul, when he ſhould march into the Field. 
Which ſhews,he found the Youthas well could wield 
His Arms (a Lance, or Spear, and maſſy Shield) 
And thereby, it Occaſion were, defend 

His Perſon, and, in need, due Succour lend: 
As ſoftly ſtrike upon the tuneful String; 
And by harmonious Lays relieve the King. 
Unwilling therefore, David ſhould return, | 
Left he his Abſence might have Cauſe to mourn, 
He ſent again to Feſſe, to requeſt 

That, with his Leave, he might be longer bleſt 


With 


DA#FA4DET8 Foal 


With Dapig's Service 3 that bg might be freed 
From his Affiftion : Jeſſa loop agreed. 


=p "_ 0 * 
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CHAP. II. 


Hile Saul yet reign'd (altho* by God rejected, 
Becauſehe had the Lord*sCommend zegleFied) 
The bold Philifizes, with a mighty Hoſt, | 
Made an Invaſion upon Judah Coaſt: 
Whom to repel (when Saul the Danger knew) 
The Men of Md he together drew. 


Upon two Hills the War-like Camps were ſeen, 
A Valley lying in the midſt between. 

Army ſtanding in Battalia rang'd, 

ore a Blow, on either Side, was chang'd ; 
From the Philiftize Camp, a Champion bold, 
Came proudly daring, dreadful to behold. 
Upon his ſcowling Brow ſate fuming Wrath; 
His Name, Goliab; and his City, Gath. 

In height he was fix Cubits and a Span: 

In truth a Monſter, rather than a Man. 

He on his Head 2 brazen Helmet ware, 

Too great for any Head, but his, to bear. 

And ia a Coat of Mail he was array'd, 

That of fine Braſs, fve Thouſand Shekles weigh'd. 
His ſhoulders did a brazen Target bear, 
And on his Legs he Greaves of Braſs did wear. 
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The Staff tua of bis Spear full well en. 
For Bigneſi to have been a N. Nam. 


The Head, whereof, alone ( tis ſtrange to ſay) 
Six Hundred Shck les did, of Iron weigh. 


Before him went his Squire, who bore his Shield ; 
Too huge for any, but himſelf to wield. 


Advancing forward tow'rds the Cam mp of Soul, 
To Ifaels Armies he aloud did — 
And to this Purpoſe ſpake, What need ye try 
The Fortune of a Battle? Am not I, 
A Philiftine? You, Servants unto Saul? 
© Chooſe you a Man, the ſtoure of you all: 
© If he be able me, in Fight, to flay, 
6 View we ntfs Gate 
* But if, in fingle Combat, I prevail, 
© And kill him; you to ferve us ſhall not fail. 
Come, ſhew your Courage: let it now appear, 
Le have, at leaſt, one Man, that's mid of Fear. 
All Ifaes Armies I, this Day, def: 
Give me a Man, thar may a Promeſs try. 
Thus, forty Days together, did he brave 
The Haelites; yer none an Ankwer mus, : 
For Saul himſelt was dreadfully afraid ;  - 
And the whole Hoſt of Bed lore dilimay'd. 
2 
While thus this Sox of Earth did proudly vaunt, 
And, with his Looks, an Hoſt of Hebrews dun. 
Ho fell out, or rather God fo Fi a1 
That little David to the Camp was brought: 4 


—_—_—— — . 
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David, old Feſſe's Son, the Epbrathite, 
Firrer, in ſhew, Wr chan Fight. 


„ 


Sevn other Sons had eſſe: Eight in all. ' 
The eldeſt Three were ſerving under Saul. | 
To ſee how well they fair'd, and how Things went, 
The good old Man, his youngeſt, David, ſent, 1 
Not empty handed. David early roſe, | 
And to the Camp, with Victuals, laded goes 
Yer yot without providing One to keep, 
*Till he return'd, his Father's Flock of Sheep. 


Juſt as the. Hoſt, to fight was going our, | 
And, for the Signal, did, to Battle, ſhout ; 

Came David to the Trench : with Haſte he rar 

To find his Brethren, cer the Fight began. 

And, as with them he talking ſtood, anon 

Came forth the Philiſtine's bold Champion, 


* Enclog'd in Braſs; and, with an hideous Cry, 


Denounc'd his Challenge then, as formerly. 
At Sight of whom, a Sight that carried Dread, 


The Men of {faz! to their Trenches fled. 


No ſooner heard young David the Defy, 
But brave Diſdain did ſparkle in his Eye. 
His Mettle roſe, his Breaſt with Courage ſweld, 
He ſcarce himſelf, from falling on with-held. 


That Spirit which, from God, upon him came 


At his Anointing, now doth more enflame 


His Heart with holy Zeal ; and doth him bear 
Above the Senſe of Danger and of Fear. 


He 


7 
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He could not vary that one, wuncircumcis'd, - 
Defying 4{7ae!, ſhould go unchaſtis'd, 

He talk'd with one; he turn'd him to another, 
(Not daunted with the Chidings of his Brother) 
He let them, both by Word and Geſture, know, 
He durſt againſt the great . 


The Rumour of hi reach'd the Royal Taff, 
And from the King a Meſſenger was ſent, .- 
To bring him to him. In he nimbly 
And ſaid, O King, The Challenge 1 cept. 
Let no Man's Courage fail ; for in the Might 
Of God, I with this Philitine will Fight. 


Alas! ſaid Saul (when he obſerv'd the Lad, 
A Shepherd-Swain, all in Sheep's Ruſſet clad) . 
To fighs with him thou art to weak by far, 
Thou but a Dub, and he a Man of Far. 

Caſt Fear away, O King, the Youth reply'd, 
He*s ſtrong who has th* Almighty on his Side. 
I Fear the God of Vel, and have found, | 
Young tho” I am, his Strength, in Need, . 
Thy Servant flew a Lion, and a Hear, 
That from my Father's Flock, a Lamb did tear. 
And, ſince this Philiſtine hack, in his Pride, 
The Armies of the Living God defy'd ; 
TH uncircumciſed Fretch no more ſhall be, 
Than was the Lion, or the Bear, to me. 
The Lord, who from the Bear's and Lion's Paw 
Did me preſerve, becauſe I lowd his Law; 

| B Will. 
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Will, I believe, as in his Fear I ſtand, 
Preſerve me ſafe from this great Giants Hand. 


The King amaz d, yet glad withal, to find, 
In ſuch a Straight, ſo well reſolv'd a Mind, 
Gives his Conſent, and prays the Lord to bleſs - 
His liitle Combatant with great Succeſs. _ 
Himſelf, with his own Armour, David arms, 
To render him the more fecure from Harms. 
Upon his Head an Helmet he doth put 
Of maſſy Braſs, through which no Sword could cut; 


' Then loads him alſo with a Coat of Mail, 


Which, having oft been try'd, did never fail. | 
On this Array, his Sword did David gird, 
And then effay'd to go; but when he ſtirr'd, 
He too unweildly was, he found, ro move; 
Nor durſt he fight in Arms he did not prove. 
Saul's Armour, therefore, David did refyſe. 
Who fights for God, muſt not Man's Weapons uſe. 
SauPs Armour, therefore, leaving in his Tent, 
He took his truſty Staff, and out he went, 
His Sling in Cother Hand: and, as he goes, 
He five /mooth Stones out of the Valley, choſe, 
Opens his Scrip, and puts the Stones therein; 
And then draws near unto the Philiſftin, 


The Giant rolling round his ſtaring Eyes, 

At length the little Hebrew coming ſpies. » a 
At whom his haughty Breaſt with Scorn did ſwell, : 
And with fuch Words as theſe he on him fell: * 5 
6 | 


147 
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C Am I a Dog, thou deſpicable Boy, 

That thou attempts me thus with Staves t* annoy? 

« Come hither, Sirrah, and thy Fleſh, for Meat, 

ll give unto the Fowls, and Beaſts to eat.” 

Then by his Gods (what could he mention worſe ! 

He belches out an execrable Curſe, 

So loud, as if he meant the Vale to ſhake, 

And cauſe the Savage Beaſts themſelves to quake» 


When he had ended, David did begin, 
And anſwer'd thus, the haughty Pbiliſtin. 


Thou com'ſt to me with Sword, and Shield, 
: and Spear, 

But I, to thee, come in the Name and Fear © 
Of God, the Lord of Hoſts, by thee defy'd, 
The God of el, to chaſtiſe thy Pride. 
« This Day, I truſt, into my Hand hell give 
Thy fever'd Head; no longer ſhalt thou live. 
Of all your Hoſt the Carcaſes, this Day, 
© Shall to the Fouls and Beaſts be made a Prey; 
That all, who on the ſpacious Earth do dwell, 
© May know there is a God in J/-ael. 
'© Aneto this whole Aſſembly 't ſhall appear, 
* That not by Sword theLord doth fave, nor Spear, 


' © The Lord our God, the Battle doth command, 


And he will give you up into our Hand.” 


Saſpaketh* undaunted Youth. And at that Word 
Th*enraged Giant was ſo throughly ſtirr'd, 
5 B 2 2 That 
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That forth he ſtep'd, and lifting up his Spear, . 
With direful Threats, to David he drew near. 
To meet him David ſtill advanc'd as faſt, 
And from his Sling, a Stone he ſwiftly caſt, 
So rightly aim'd, and with a Force ſo ſtrong, 
It pierc'd his Brain, and felPd him all along: 
Proſtrate he ſprawling lay, the bruiſed Earth, 
Receiv*d with Trembling, her Gigantic Birth. 
No ſooner David this Advantage ſpies, 

But o'er the Vale, he, like the Lightning flies: 
While ſtretch'd upon the Ground the Monſter lay, 
Like ſome great Mole of Earth, or Bank of Clay, 
The nimble Victor, laying by his Sling, 

Did on his maſſy Shoulders lightly ſpring, 

Where Standing, forth the Giant's Sword he drew, 
And therewith did his Neck aſſunder hew. 


> 


Thus with a Sling and Stone did David ſmite, 
And lay Goliab, in a ſingle Fight. 


O dext'rous Slinger, who the Prize might win 
From the * Lefi-banded Sons of Benjamin 

Nay, rather let the Praiſe to him alone 

Aſcribed be, who guided Hand and "IG 


The Challenge anſwer' d thus, the cc won, 
In Sight of both the Armies looking on ; 


* 
— 


—_—— 
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The Monſter's Head, ſtill reeking in its Gore, 
In Triumph then, victorious David bore. * 


T 


Him thus returning, Captain Abner meets, 
Embraces and affectionately greets: 
Extols his fearleſs Valour to the Sky, 
And gratulates his happy Victory. 


By him conducted to the Royal Tent, 
To Saul he doth Goliab's Head preſent. 
Mean while the Philiſtins, their Champion dead, 
With Terror ſtruck, in great Diſorder fled. 
The Hebrews, ſhouting, eagerly purſue, 
And of them kill'd and wounded not a few. 
Thus the proud Philiftins the Lord did quell, 
And wrought Deliv*rance for his Mael. 


2 
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Son had Saul whoſe Name was Jonatban, 
Abrave youngPrince, and a couragiousMan. 
He preſent was, when David to the King | 


The Trophy of his Victory did bring: 
And well obſerving David's Speech and Mein 


(The like to which before he'd. ſcarcely ſeen) 
Such Love to David touch'd Its princely Heart, 
It ſoon produc'd in him an equal Part; 
A noble Friendſhip hence between them grew, 
And which was 4 affected, neither knew. 

B 3 A 
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Jo truft themſelves upon the glazed Ice: 
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A ſolemn Covenant between them paſg'd, - 
A Friendſvip, that beyond the Grave ſhould laſt. 
The noble Prince did of his Robe diveſt 
Himſelf, and David to accept it preſo'd. 
His Garments he on David did beſtow; 
Ev*n to his Sword, his Girdle and his Bow. 
Which Preſents David did, with Thanks, accept; 
Pledges of Friendſhip, to be firmly kept. 


In high Eſteem, and Favour with the King, 
This glorious Victory did David bring 
A Courtier now the Shepherd is become, 
The King him not permitting to go Home. 
Advanc'd he is unto an high Degree 
Of Honour; none ſo great with Saul, as he. 
Over the Men of War the King him ſet, 
Wherein his wife Behaviour did him get 
The Love of all the People ; and of all 
The Courtiers too: A Thing doth rarely fall. 
Now Honours on him wait: and, for a while, 
Indulgent Fortune doth upon him ſmile. 
In him both Court and Country take Delight: 
At once the King's and People's Favourite. | | 


But Oh! how fppery are Princes Cou 7 
Where fickle Fortune with poor Mortals fports! + 
And, by alluring Maits, doth them entice : 
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Then, on a ſuddain, eer they are aware, 7 
Trips up their Heels, and leaves them grovling there. 
| T 


Their Fingers play'd ; their ni 
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The Wheel, whereon ſhe doth her Creatures raiſe, 
Is in continual Motion, never ſtays, 

But always whirls about : Who fit a Top 

To wo. to Morrow to the Bottom drop. 


6 ticłliſb is a Favourite's Eftate, 
Who muſt upon another's Humour wait: 
And, when he apprehends he ſtands moſt faſt, 
Is puffed down, with an inconſtant Blaft ! 

If he the Prince's Creature ſeems to be, 

He hardly ſcapes the Peoples Obliguie, 

All their Mi{-haps to his Account they ſcore, 
And lay their Di/appointments at his Door. 
If in the People's Favour he appears, 
The Prince then is, or ſeems to be in Fears ; 
And that too popular he may not grow, 

Seeks all Occaſions how to lay him lotv. 

So David found. The People fing his Praiſe : 
And that, in worthleſs Saul doth Envy raiſe. 


It ſo fell out that, now the Coaſts were clear 
From Philiſtins, and People's Minds from Fear ; 
The Hebrew Dames, from all the Cities round, 
With Inftrugients of moſt melodious Sound, 
Came tripping out; and, all along the Way, 
+ Upon the well tun'd Strings, did ſweetly play. 

le Feet did dance, 
Iiverance. 


For Joy of their much-wifh'd 
Together thus they come, to meet the King; 
And, in his Ears, this Epinicion ſing, f 
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[Savr hath (of Enemies) his Thouſands ſlain, 


And Davin his Ten Thoujands] with Diſda in 


The King this heard. It made his Colour riſe, 
And his Diſplco/ere ſparkled in his Eyes. 


While thus the Women in their tuneful Chore, 
Him faintly praiſe, and David Ten times more, 
The Evil Spirit, an envenom'd Dart 


Let fly, and lodg'd it in his thoughtful Heart: 


The Poiſon wrought, and in a Trice poſſeſs d, 
Wirh Soul-tormenting Fe zlouſies, his Breaſt. 
Suſpicion, and Dilrufs, in him it bred, 

And with Surmifings fill'd his troubled Head. 


He fwel”d and champ ; at length his Diſcontent 
Did thus itfelf, in angry Accents, vent. 


To David they aſcribed have, aid he, | 
Ten Thouſands : Ahd but Thouſands unto me. 
Thus they prefer my Yaſſal me before: 


And, but the Kingdom, what Can he have more ? 


Hence, Saul on David kept an evil Eye, 
And to have flain him, divers Times, did try: 
Ev'n while good David og his Harp did play, 


Th' Affliction of his Spirit to allay. 


Bur David's God (ho had King Saul rejected, 
And chaſen David David ſtill protected. 


When Saul perceiv'd (for even wicked Men 
| nen Sights of Ged's Outgoings, now and _ 4 
x | hat 


* * — 
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That God did proſper David, and did move 
The Hearts of all the People him to love; 


He daily grew of David more afraid, 
And ſtudied how he might be beſt berray'd. 


Two Daughters had King Saul. A ſtately Dame 
* The Elder was, and Mx RAB was her Name. 
A topping Lady ſhe, whoſe lofty Look 
Shew'd, that ſhe nothing that was lou could brook. 
Commanding Pow'r reign'd in her ſparking Eye, 
And on her Brow ſate awful Majeſty. 
A ſprightly Yigour filPd her manly Face, 
| Which yet was not without a pleaſing Grace. | 
And had her Breaſt been hid, ſhe might have gone. 
Among the Warriors, for an Amazon. | 
So look'd Pentbefilea, when ſhe came 
To Priam's Succour, Such another Dame 
Was (ſhe who durſt engage in ſingle Fight 
With Theſeus) the warlike Flppolite., 


1 Unlike herſelf, a Siſter Merab had 

(The Joy and Grief of many a noble Lad) 
Fair Micnar ſhe was call'd, whoſe lovely Face 
No Feature wanted that could add a Grace. 
Her Body delicate. Wherein enſhrin'd, 
As in its Temple, dwelt a virtuous Mind. 
Engaging Sweetne/s beamed from her Eye, 
And on her Cheek ſate Maiden Modeſty. 

| Her courteous Mein gave Proof to all, that ſhe 

). 4 From Pride, and Haughtine/s of Mind was free, 


* 
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For of the Meaneft ſhe would Notice take, 
Her whole Converſe Humility beſpake. 
So graceful was her "> it did move, 
At once, Beholders to admire and love. 


Theſe were Saul's Daughters. Andby theſe the 
Ruin on David did deſign to bring. {King 
By one of theſe he hoped to prevail, 

If all his other Stratagems ſhould fail. 
One of theſe Princeſſes had promis'd been, 
To whoſe*ere ſhould kill the Philiftin. 


Which David having done, might juſtly claim _ 


One; but the King had Power which, to name. 
He therefore Merab firſt aflign'd to be 

The Guerdon of young David's Victory, 

But when the Time approach'd, he chang'd his 


And her unto another's Bed confign'd. [Mind, 


But AfichaPs lovely MichaPs Virgin I ove, 
In ſtrong Deſires, did unto David move. 
This fo rejoyc'd her envious Father's Ear, 

He faid, P11 give ber to him for a Snare. 


His Servants he inſtructed how todraw ** 
David to yield, to be his Son-in-Law. 
They tell kim, what Delight in him the King 
Did take; what Honour it to him would bring, 
To be unto his Sovereign ally'd ; 
Beſides th* Enjoyment of ſo fair a Bride: 
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When he himſelf excus d, upon the Score 
His Family was low : himſelf too poor ; 
Out of his ſlender Fortunes to advance 
So large a Dowry, as the King, perchance, - 
Might look to have (for Women then were thought, 
It ſeems, of Worth ſufficient to be bought.) 
TH inſtructed Courtiers preſently reply*d, 
The King no Dowry doth deſire, beſide 
An Hundred Fore-ſtins of his Enemies 
The Philiftins : That Dowry will —— 


This was the Snare the treach'rous King did lay 
His well-deſerving David to betray. | 
Ungrateful Prince]! Though David him had freed 
From Danger, when he made Goliab bleed: ; 
Yet on fet-purpoſe he this Dowry choſe, 
That he to Danger David might expole. 
He knew the valiant Youth's adventꝰ rous Mind 
The greateſt Hazards never had declin'd: 

And, by propoſing this, he did intend 
David to bring to an untimely End. 


Twas not Ambition to be Son-in-Law 
Unto a King, did humble David draw. 


_ _ MichaP's freſh Beauty and Affection move 


In youthful David like Returns of Love. 
And when he heard what Dowry Saul propos'd, 
He gladly with the Propoſition clos'd. 


> The Maid be lit'd (as who indeed could chooſe ) 


The Terms he lik'd. What was there to refuſe ? 
| For 
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For though he ſhould not Michal thereby gain, 
He gladly would the Pbiliſt ins have ſlain. 


Up, with his Men, he in the Morning gets, 
And on the Philiſtins fo briſkly ſets ; 

That, tho? with all the Speed they could, they fled 
He laid, at leaſt, Two Hundred of them dead : 
Whoſe Fore ſtins he unto the Court did bring, 
And gave a double Dowry to the King. ; 
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III pleas'd was Saul, that what he did project 
For David's Ruin, wrought not that Effect 

Had David's Head been lifeleſs brought, that Sight 
Would to his Eyes have yielded more Delight. 
Yet, fince it would not further his Deſign, 
To manifeſt Diſpleaſure, and repine ; 4 
He held it beſt, his Promiſe good to make; 
And David for his Son-inLaw to take. 
Concealing therefore, for a littie while, 

His Hatred under a diſſembled Smile; 

He of true Gladneſs made a ſeigned Show, 

And Michal upon David did beſtow. 

The Marriage-Rites perform'd, the Shepherd's led, 
Wich Nuptial Songs, to Princeſs Michal's Bed. 
Where leaving them, in amorous Embraces, 

My Muſe their Father's Machinations traces, 
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O T fully were the Princely Nuptials o“ er: 
Not fully Bride and Bridegroom joy d, before 
Invidious Fame, by a confirm'd Report, 
Diſturb'd the Pleaſures of the peaceful Court. 


The Philiſtins, again, had took the Field : 
The Viol now muſt to the Clarion yield:  _ 
David to Field moſt go: the Trumpet ſounds, 
To bid the Philiſtins prepare for Wounds. 
SauPs Hope revives, that ſome Philiſtian Spear 
Will rid him both of David and his Fear: 

To loſe a Battle would not trouble Saul, 

So he might loſe his Son-in-Law withal. 

But, to his Trouble, David from the War 
Return'd, with Conqueſt, and without a Scar. 
And, to torment him more, each Enterprize 
Rais'd David higher in the Peoples Eyes. 


Till now, a ſecret Hope reftrained Saul, 
That David by the Philiftins would fall; 
But having, by repeated Trials, found 
That David ſtill return'd, without a Wound: 
Grown deſperate, and impatient of Delay, 
He bids his Son, and Servants, David ſlay. 


Surpriz'd, 
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Surpriz'd, the Courtiers on each other gaze. 

As Men whom ſuddain Horror doth amaze. - 

None undertakes the Work : all filent ſtand, 

FilPd with Abbartenct of the Kiag's Command. 

They could not, without much Reluctance, hear 

His Death decreed, who was to them fo dear. 


Nor could the King a Man amongſt them gain, 
That would with David's Blood, a Finger ſtain. 


But Jonathan, whole deeper rooted Love 
Did, with a ffonger Spring, to David move, 
Was not content, barely to hold his Hand, 
From executing that unjaſt Command: 
Unlefs his utmoſt Pow*r he alſo bent, 
His Brother David's Ruin to prevent. 


Leaving his Father therefore, out he goes, 
His Father's wicked Counſels to diſcloſe 
To David. But when unto him he came, 
Ah! How confus'd he was, *twixt Grief and Shame, 
Heg#iev'd to find his Friend fo near Death's Jaws, 
And b to think his Father was the Cauſe. 
Shame made him loth his Father's Fault to ſpeak, 
But Friendſhip prompted, the Deſign to break. 
Friendſhip prevail'd. And with a down-caſt Eye, 
He made him underſtand the Danger nigh. 


: 


Nat more was David troubled, when he heard 
What he before ſuſpected not, nor fear'd : 

Than over-joy'd in Forathan to find 

So true a Friendſhip, and fo brave a Mind. 
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And, in the moſt endearing Terms, he fliewd | 
9 —— ts. 


How they may beſt th* impending 

It was agreed, that David ſhould abide 

In ſecret, until Jonatban had try d 

His Father's Temper ; that he ſa might and 
How deep th* Offence was — 4A in his Miad. 


They part. And David doth himſelf wich- draw. 
To Court goes Jonathan. With filial Awe, 
And humble Stile, he David's Cauſe doth plead 3 
And with his Father, thus, doth intercede. 


Loet not the King againſt his Servant fin, 
Whoſe Works to thee-wards ever good have been. 
* His Life, thou know'ſt, he in his Hand did put; 
And great Goliab's Head he off did cut. | 
The monſtrous Philiftin by David fell. 
A great Salvation, to all rad, © | 
F © The Lord by him did work. Tun did it fee ; 
"MN And did'ſt therein rejoĩc as well as we. 
by * Why wilt thou David 0y-withouta Cauſe, 
: * Who is in all Things to thy Laus? 

* O draw not on thy ſelf the heavy Guilt, *- - 
| $+ That waits on guiltleſ Blood unjuſtly ſpil! 
Pardon, moſt honour'd Father, I beſeeci, 
My Boldnefs, and the Freedom of my decke 

It is for David that I humbly ſue, 
© Dgvid, who doth thine Enemies ſubdue. 


„ 
4 
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dnn thine Anger pray withdraw 
From both my Bratber, and thy der- in. Lam. 


C 
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So well did Jonathan diſcharge his Part, 
So well he us d the Oratorian Art; 
That he prevail'd : The King revers d his Doom: 
The Fat ber by the Son was overcome. 
And that there might no Ground for Fear. remain, 
He gave bis Oath, David ſhould not be lain. 
On which Aſſurance Jonatban did bring 
David, to wait again upon the King. 
His Place in Court he takes: and for a Space, 
He ſtands, as formerly, in ſeeming Grace. 


1 


But twas not long before the curſed Root 
Of Envy, did again begin to ſhoot : 
And jealous Saul a freſh Occaſion took, 
On David with an evil Eye to look. 
The reſtleſs Philiftins the Land again 
Invaded had. Whom David to reſtrain 
His Men le&forth ; and with ſuch Fury flew 
Upon them, that he their main Body flew. 
Great was the Slaughter his revengeful Blade 
Upon the Philiſtins, ¶ that Time, made: 
That had not ſome ſei d themſelves by Flight, W 
The Hoſt of Philiſtins had periſh'd quite. De 

14 


So great a Victory, twas thought by all, 
Would have endeared David unto Saul. 
And *twas but reaſonable to expect, 
So good a Cauſe ſhould yield a good Effect. 
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Bur; on the other Hand, he David more 
now, than cer he did before. 
He ſaw, that David daily more became 
The People's Darling : and he thought his Aim 
Was at the Crown. He let in a Surmiſe, 
That David, one Day, would againſt him rife. 
He recolle&ed what the Prophet ſaid 
Of his Rejestion. And he was afraid. 
David would prove that Neighbour, * unto whom 
The Kingdom, rent from him, in Time ſhould come. 
He ſaw, that God did eminently bleſs 
All David's Undertakings with Succeſs. 
That David was unto the People dear, 
He alſo ſaw; and that encreas'd his Fear, 
He thought withal, that David did improve, 
By all the Arts he could, the Peoples Love ; 
That, having gain'd a pow'rful Latereſt, . 
He might, by Force, the Scepter from him wreſt, 
| Theſe reſtleſs Workiags of his troubl'd Head, 
Perplexing Thoughts, and Terrors in him bred. 
At length he was with Apprehenſions fill'd, 
That He himſelf, by David, ſhould be killd. 
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How miſerable is the State of thoſe, 
„ Whom blind Suſpicion doth to Fear expoſe ! 
Death hath leſs Terror in it. Vbo can find 
; A Torment equal to a jealous Mind 


When Saul this Apprehenſion in had let, 
HFis Paſſions all were in a Ferment ſet ; 
a C | He 
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Fear, Anger, Envy, Madneſs, vengeful Hote 
Did boi] together, and incorporate 


In his foul Breaſt : yet ſo, that bloodleſs Fear 
Did, in his Face prædominant appear. 

Thoſe other Paſſions ready were © invent 
New Kinds of Tortures, David to torment : 
But Fear o'er-rul'd, inſinuating he, 


By David's Death, himſelf from Death might free. 


And that it muſt be by a ſuddain Stroke, 

Leſt David ſhould the Peoples Help invoke, 
And they by Force him reſcue. Thus again 
Is guiltleſs David deſtin'd to be lain, 

By ſecret Sentence in the King's own Heart, 
Which he reſolv'd he would to none impart, 
For he no more would truſt to Friend, or Foe : 
But his own Hand ſhould give the fatal Blow. 


| ————— 


. 


W The faithful Chief, whoſe uncorrupted Mind 
Was never tainted with diſloyal Stain, 

Return'd from Battle to the Court again. 

And, as a Proof of Victory, did bring, 
Of Spoils, a choſen Preſent to the King. 


How eaſily is Innocence betray'd, 


When, under Shews of Kindneſs, Snares are laid ! | 


No Apprehenfion had the guiltleſs Youth . 
oy Danger 3 arm'd with Probity and 7 ruth 
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Hen thus the King had Davids Death deſign"? 
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He ſuch an iofenfve Mind did bear, 

As kept him free from all ſaſpicious Fear: 
With Confidence unto the King he goes, 
(For Confidence from Innocency flows ) 

And doth, in order, unto him relate 

The Battle, and his Atmy's preſent State. 


The crafty King too, at the firſt Congreſs 
No Token of Diſpleaſure did expreſs. 
But, under outide Kindneſs, inward Hate 
Concealing, did a fitter Seaſon wait 
To execute his Purpoſe; that the Blow 
Might be ſecure, which ſhould his Anger ſhow, 


Nor did he long for an Occaſton wait, 
But, in a while, as in his Houſe he late ; 
The evil Spirit from the Lord ( for God 
Makes uſe of evil Spirits, as a Rod) 

Upon him came; his Jav'lin in his Hand, 
And David, playing on his Harp, did ſtand 
Before him, with retceſhing Tunes t' allay 
His Grief, and th* evil Spirit drive away, 


So kind an Office, ſure, one might have thought, 
Upon the worſt of Natures would have wrought: 
And hindred even the moſt ſavage Mind, 

From perpetrating what he had defign'd. 

But Saul, now hard'ned to a bruitiſh Rage, 

Beyond the Force of Harmony i aſſwage, 

Thinking he now had fure Advantage got 

To ſtrike the Stroke, when David ey'd him not, 
# 1 His 
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His Jav'lin at him, with ſuch Fury, caſt, 
That, had it hit, that Hour had been his laſt. 
But who the Kingdom unto David gave, 

Did David now from threat'ned Danger fave. 


The ru/*ling of Saul's Garment (when on high 
He rais'd his Arm, to let the Jav'lin fly) 
Made David look, and nimbly lip aſide, 
While the harp-pointed Shaft did by him glide. 
Which, - whirling by, with ſuch a Force did fall, 
That faſt it ſtuck upon the adverſe Wall. 


*Twas Time for David Warning now to take, 
And for his Safety due Proviſion make. 
His Perſon now he could no longer truſt, 
With one, that neither grateful was, nor juſt. 
One, whom no Services could render kind : 
Nor the moſt ſolemn Promiſes could bind. 
One, who, to gratify his groundleſs Hate, 
Stuck not his ſacred Oath to violate. 
With ſuch an One it was not fafe to ſtay : 
While therefore ſafe he was, he went away. 
The treach'rous Court he ſpeedily forſook, 
And to his private Houſe himſelf betook : 
His faithful Wife acquainting with the Caſe, 
Her Father's Falſhood, and his own Diſgrace. 


Mean while, the wrathful King (whoſe hot Deſire 


of David's Death, had fer him Sit on Fire) 


Vex'd that his ruſs'ling Robe that Warning gave 


To David, from the Stroke himſelf to ſave; 
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And fearing leſt, if now he got away, 

He might the Wrong revenge another Day: 
All in a Rage, he certain of his Guard 
(Whoſe ſurly Looks beſpake their Natures hard) 
Unto him calPd ; and charg'd them to repair 
Forthwith to Davids Houſe, and ſlay him there. 


With down-caft Looks the troubled Guards 
receive £ 
The unexpected Charge. The Court they leave; 
And left they ſnould, ſor Backwardneſs be check d; 
To David's Houſe their heavy Steps direct. 
There make a Stand, and ſet a private Watch, 


That David, ſtepping out, they might diſpatch. 


But loyal Michal, whoſe miſtruſtful Eye 
Had all the Ways ſurvey'd, did them deſcry : 
And told her Huſband, if he ſhould remain 
In's Houſe till Morning, he would then be ſlain. 
Then, through a Lattice, did direct his Eye 
To th' Place where the inſidious Guards did lye. 


The Sight of theſe, and Senſe for what they came, 
Did his adventrous Courage ſo enflame : 
That, had not Michal, weeping, on kim hung, 
He boldly had himſelf among them flung, 
With Sword in Hand. But MichaPs moving Tears 
Wrought him to liſten to her preſſing Fears. 
Together, thereupon, they Counſel take ; 
What Means are beſt, his ſafe Eſcape to make : 
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go 
Love ſhews the Way: fair Micha! doth propeſt ; 
And David, won by her, doth therewith cloſe, 


When Darkneſs had the Place of Light poſſeſs d, 
And drowzy Sleep had Mortals laid to reſt 
When through the ſable Clouds no Star 8 
No warlike Sound, no buſie Noiſe was heard, 
Then Michal (who had all Things ready got, 
Nieedtul to carry on the harmleſs Plot) 

Having her deareſt David oft embrac'd 

(While he encircled, with his Arms, her Waiſt) 
Did, through a Window, gently let him down ; 
And ſoftly faid, Live David, for the Crown. 

May God thee keep, and bring thee ſafe again 
Unto thy Michal. He reply'd, AMEN. 
Then, with a Sigh, ſhe did the Window cloſe, 
Her Sigh he eccho'd: and away he goes. 
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N O W travels David, in a mournful Plight, 
Beneath the Covert of a darkſome Night; 
And Gibea left, himſelf he recommends 

To God's Protection, and to Ramab bends 


His wand' ring Courſe. At Ramab then did dwell 
His cordial Friend, the Prophet Samuel. 
Arriv'd, he to the Prophet opens all 


The Wrongs, which he ſuſtained had from Saul. 


How he his Life had: ſought, he doth relate; 
And much laments his oven unhappy State. 


DAFT ZIS. Boes R 


it, 


well 


Bo 1. DAYIDEIS x1 


The good old Man doth David's Cauſe bewail, 
And, that his Spirit might not fink, or fail; 
Doth him encourage in the Lord to truſt, 

Whom he had found both merciful and”; juſt. 

He wiſh'd him call to Mind the Oil was ſhed, 

At Betblebem, upon his youthful Head, 

By God's Command: that, being ſo anointed, 
He to the Kingdom was, by God appointed; 
Who, through his Troubles, would him ſtill preſerve 
From Hurt, if he from God did never ſwerve. 
Advis'd him therefore, not to ket in Fear, 

How great ſocer his Perils might appear: 

But truſt in God, who never will forſake 

The Wrong'd ; who him for their ProteFor take. 
David thus ſtrength'ned: he and Samuel 

To Najoth go; and there together dwell. 


Mean while, with eager Eyes, th' impatient King, 

Look'd, every Moment, when his Guards would 
bring 

The Head of David. In, at length, they come, 
And tell him, David's fick a Bed at Home. 
For, with that ſhift, when they the Door drew nigh, 
And aſk'd for David, Michal put them by; 
Having an Image placed in his Bed, 
With Goats-bair Pillow laid, as *rwere his Head. 


With furrow'd Brows, and Countenance ſevere, 
The diſappointed King his Guards did hear 
With ſharp Reproaches blam'd their Negligence, 
And ſent them back, with ſ 3 him thence. 
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Go, fetch him, Bed and all, without: Delay, 
Said he, that I myſelf the Wretch may ſlay. > 
6-4 1th 

They go. But Oh! the Rage that in him dun 

And at his Noſtrils fum'd, when they return d, 

And brought him Word that, David being fled, 

They found an Image only in his Bed. 

How did he rage and ſtorm! incens'd the more 

At this Eſcape, than e'er he was before. 

Inflam'd to think, that by a Woman's Wile, 

His Daughter Michal ſhould him thus beguile. 

His Paſſion heighten'd, that his Troops ſhould let 

His hated Son have Time away to get. 

But that which moſt of all diſturb'd his Mind, 

Was, that he David knew not where to find, 

And foul he would have fell, it might be fear'd, * 

Upon his Guards, had he not timely heard, 

That David, in the dark, to Najoth lid ; 

And there himſelf among the Prophets hid. 


Forthwith to Najoth Meſſengers he ſent, <1 
To fetch him thence : away, with ſpeed, they went. 
But here, the Lord himſelf doth interpoſe, 

To fave his David from approaching Foes : 

For when they to the Prophets School were come, 
And ſaw the Company of Prophets : ſome 
Then propheſying, all the reſt attent, 

And Sam' el ſtanding o'er, as Preſident, 

They could not David touch: But on them all 
Who were, to apprehend him, ſent by Saul, 

A Spirit came from God; and they began 
To propheſy, in order, Man for Man. 
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Tbe laſt doth them correct that run aſtray. 
Who would not that reſiſtleſs Being fear, 
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Thrice did the ſtubborn King this Courſe repeat, 
And thrice did God his baſe Intent defeat. 7 | 
No ſooner came his Meſſengers among 
The Prophets, but prophetick Notes they ſung. 
Gall'd with theſe Diſappointments, th' angry King 
(Whom Exvy, Fear, and Fealonfie did ſting) 
Reſol ves in Perſon he'll to Najoth go; 

And once more try what he himſelf can do : 
Forward he ſets, and ſubt'lly as he went, 
Contriv'd how he might David circumvent. 
But e' re he got to Najoth, on him fell 

A Spirit from the Lord ; and he, as well 
As they whom he before had ſent, began 
To prophecy, and propheſying ran 
To Najoth, where, at fight of Samuel, 

Firſt ſtripping off his Cloaths, he proſtrate fell 
Upon the Ground ; and in that rueful Plight, 
Lay naked all that Day, and all that Night. 
Whence a proverbial Speech it grew to be, 
When in religious Company we ſee, 

An impious Man affect a Saintly Shew, 


1s Saul among the pious Prophets 100 ! 


How admirable are the Ways of God, 
Whether his Staff he uſes, or his Rod ] 
The firf of theſe his fainting Ones doth ſtay : 


Who eas ly thus can, in a Moment, veer 
Our fixt Intent ? Who would not to that Hand 
His Will ſubmit, that can all Wills command? 


How 
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How roſolutel, in an headfirong Will, 
Did Saul determine he would David kill 
How eagerly did he his Will purfue, 


His trembling Hands im Dwvid's Blood & imbrue! 


What direful T hreatnings did he vent, what he 
Would da, could he again but David ſee ! 
Yet, when he came where Duvid was, we find 
That awful Pow'r his Spiricrftrait did bind: 
He could not David touch. No Pow'r he had, 
How bad fo'er his Will was, to be bad. 

But over-pow'r'd. (though: evil was his Heart) 
He was conſtrain'd to act the Prophet's Part. 
He ſpake, and did, as Prophets us d to do, 
Who were inſpired by the Lord thereto. 


Small odds, perhaps, or none to outward Sight, 


Diſtinguiſh'd this wrong Prophet from the rigbt. 
Each, probably, alike might act, and ſpeak, 
And be alike regarded, by ihe Weak. 

The undiſcerning Cee who ſeldom. try 
Beyond the outzzard Ear, and ontward. Eye. 

Yet plain it is, that Saul! was now no more 

By God regarded, than he was before. 

He proplieſied, when he was among 

The Prophets z. but his Spirit ſtill was wrong. 


One long before (wbo Balak taught to lay 
A dang'rous Stumbling Block in I/raet's Way) 
A grand Exemplar is,. that wicked Men, 
Againſt their Wills, may utter, 1 naw e 
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Thoſe ſacred Myſteries, which God alone | 
Doth, by his Spirit, unto Man make known. 


What glorious Things did Beor's Son & declare 
Concerning Jacob's Seed! How precious are 
The Propbeſies, wherein he did foretel 

The Beauty, Strength, and State of Tjrael ! 
What Soul refreibing Comforts do ariſe, 

In pious Minds, from thoſe ſweet Propheſies ! 
And well they may ; for God himſelf had put 
Into the Prophet's Mouth a Word, and ſhut 
His Divinations out; whereby we know, 

His Speech did from the holy Spirit flow. 


Yet this, perhaps, of Prophets was the worſt, 
it, Who, for Advantage, would have Vel curs'd. 
. For which, how well ſocer he ſpake, he ſtands 
Congdemn'd upon Record, with publick Brands. 
Yet God, to ſhew his Sov*reignty, doth chuſe, 
Sometimes, the Tongues of ſuch as theſe to uſe. 
Who, tho? the Truths they tell may be believ'd ; 
Yet are not they themſelves to be receiv'd. 
Though Balaam did of Facob's Star declare, 
The Sword of Iſr'el did not Balaam || [pare : 
Nor is it long ere propheſying Saul 

Will be oblig'd upon his Sword to ** fall. 


May 
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May theſe Examples lead us to beware 

How we receive ſuch (preach they ner ſo fair) 

For Goſpel Miniſters. But let us rather 

Obſerve (as he of old) But who's their Father? 


For Men may glorious Truths declare, we fee, + 
Yet they the Children oi the Devil be. 
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f Hile Saul among the Seers enraptur'd lay, 
Depriv'd of Pow'r to move a Foot away 
Good David, who, with Rev*rence, much admir'd 
This gracious Act of Providence, retir'd ; 
Leſt, when the Fit was over, angry Saul 
Should, in Diſpleaſure, on the Prophets fall. 
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From Najoth therefore (having firſt advis'd 
With rev'rend Sam'el, whom he highly priz'd) 
He, undiſcern'd, withdrew ; and ſtrait did bend 
His Courſe to Jonathan, his faithful Friend : 
Into whoſe Boſom he could freely vent 
His Sorrows, and his hapleſs State lament. 
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What Sin of mine has rais'd this cruel Strife, 
That I, ſaid he, am hunted for my Lite? 


The gentle Prince (whoſe truly noble Breaſt 
Was with a generous Compaſſion bleſt) | 


His 
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His Friend's Complaint, his Dangers and his Fears, 
With cloſe, but forrowful, Attention hears: 
And quick returns this ſhort, but kind Reply, 
Almighty God forbid ! Thou Salt not die: 
And ftraight endeavours, whartſoe*er he may, 
| His Fears, with ſtrong Aſſurance, to allay. 
He thought his Father nothing would eſſay, 
Without conſulting him about the Way; 
And thereby hop'd it in his Pow'r would be, 
In caſe of an Attack, his Friend to free, 


| But David, whom Experience now had taught, 
4 That, both by Force and Fraud, his Life was ſought. 
* Judg'd it not fafe, his Perſon to expoſe, 

On ſuch uncertain, tickliſn Grounds as thoſe : 
He told his Forathan, *T was not unknown, 
Ho firm a Friendſhip was between them grown. 

*T was therefore reaſonable to believe, 

His Father hid from him what would him grieve 1 

14 Or might, perhaps, deſignedly conceal 4 
His Mind from him, left he ſhould it reveal. 

Yer know, ſaid he, as ſure as thou haſt Breath, 
There's but a ſingle Step *twixt me and Death. 


That Word with ſuch an Accent, David ſpake ; 
3+ Impreſſions deep it could not fail to make 
U pon his tender Friend. His quick*ned Senſe 
> Like a ftrongSpring,newVigour took from thence. 
Starting, he ſaid, From Evil may'ſt thou be, 
* deareſt David, and from Danger, free 
WT Which 
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Which that thou may't, I'm ready here to tl, / 
Whate'ere thou judgeſt may conduce thereto. 


Then ſitting down, they mutual Counſel takes 
And this Concluſion, prudently they make, 
That Jonathan, his Father's Mind, once more, 
At his Return from Naja, ſhould explore: 
And ſhould, accordingly, let David know, 
It Saul his Death deſigned yet, or no. 
David, mean while, did, by Agreement, ſtay 
At Exel. ſtone (a Mark, that ſhew'd the Way) 
Near which, in buſhy Covert, he might lye 
Safe, from the View of any paſſing by. 


And now, before their parting Leave they took, 
A ſacred Covenant afreſh they ftrook, 
A *during Tye, confirm'd by ſolemn Oath, 
A Bond inviolable on them both, 

Which to their lateſt Offspring ſhould extend, 
On either Side, and never have an End: 


By which Aſtipulation they did bind | I 
Themſelves, to be unto each other kind. 1 
That Jonathan ſhould faithfully report It 
To David, how he found Affairs at Court: 


And ſhould his utmoſt Pow'r imploy, to free 7 
His Friend from Danger, if he any ſee. 

On Cother Hand, That David (when the Throne 
Of 1/rael ſhould come to be his own) 1 
Should Jonathan, and all that from him ſpring, 
Secure from Danger, while himſelf is King. | 


For 


His Father's angry Countenance, reply'd, 
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For Jonathan (whoſe deeply-picrcing Eye 
On David's Brow did Marks of i 
Was wont, with Confidence, his Friend to tell, 
That he ſhould be the King of Val. 


* 


By this Time Sau from Najoth was return d, 
With ſmoother Brow. But in his Breaſt ſtil] burn u 
Malignant Hate: Nor did he yet deſpair, 

To compaſs David's Death at unaware. 


Tbe New - Moon now approach'd, and therewithal 
Reviv'd the wicked Hopes of cruel Saul. 
He made no doubt but at the ſacred Feaſt, 
He ſhould have zealous David for his Gueſt. 
For then it pleas'd him always to admit 
David at Table with himſelf to fir. 
And then, might hope, with more Succeſs to on 
Flis fatal Spear, 1 when he threw it laſt. 


The 8 being come, and David's Seat 
Left empty when the King fate down to Meat, 
Two Days together ; Sau! began to doubt 
It was deſign'd: And with an angry Pour, 

Why cometh not, ſaid he, old Jeſſe's Son 
To Meat, as he, in former Times, hath done? 


Thus Saul to Jonatban: Who, having ey'd 


Since thou art pleas'd the Reaſon to demand 
Ot David's Abſence, pleafe to underſtand, 


That 
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That David unto eib labem is gone, | ; 
On urgent Bus'neſs (to return anon) | 
A. Yearly Sacrifice his Brethren hold, 
At this Time there, (as he himſelf me told) 

To which the Family do all repair ; 

And David too was ſummon'd to be there. 

He therefore earneſtly of me did crave 
My Leave to go, which readily I gave. 


Hod I. 


As from the Prince's Lips theſe Words did fall, 
A Fire of Rage enkindPd was in Saul | 
Againſt his Son, which forth, in Choler, brake: 
And with a furious Accent, thus he ſpake. 


Thou Son of the perverſe rebellious Woman | 
« (Whoſe headſtrong Folly will beruPd by noMan ) 
Too well I know, that Fefſ#s Son and thee, 
To thy Confuſion, but too well agree; 
« Yet thou, till he's ſecurely in his Grave, 
No Kingdom, no Eſtabliſhment can have. 
« Send therefore, fetch him (cer he further fly) | 
6 Make no delay, for he ball ſurely die.” | 
Theſe Words in ſuch a tbund ring Tone he ſpake, 
As ſeem'd to make the Hall he fate in ſhake, 
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Griev'd was the Princely Jonatban, to heaer 
A Sentence ſo unjuſt, and ſo ſevere. | 
Small Hopes he had; yet could not chooſe, but en 
His Father's ſtormy Mind to pacify. , 
And to that Purpoſe, in an humble Tone, 
Aſk'd, Why Hall David die? what hath he dane? 
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As ſuppl'ing Oy, on flaming Fire caſt, 

Inſtead of quenching, doth augment the Blaſt. 

So Fonathan's ſoft Words enkindled more 

His wrathful Father, than he was before. 

He nothing ſaid : Too full he was to ſpeak, 

His /tifling Choler could not Silence break : 

But ſnatching up, with furious Haſtey his Spear» 

(Which at his Hand, defignedly ſtogd- near) 

With ſuch a Force, at Jonathan he threw, 

As, more than Words, his bloody Mind did ſhew- 


Altho? the Prince the Stroak did nimbly ſhun 3 
Yet was he greatly mov'd, at what was done. 
Such groſs Indignity would ſtir a Man 
Of meaner Spirits than was Jonathan 3 
Conſid' ring that it was a publick Shame: 

And more, becauſe it from a Father came. 

The harder too it was for him to bear, 

Who was his Father's, and the Kingdom's Heir 5 
Himſelf long fince adult : and, which was more, 
Had been his Father's Vice- Roy juſt before. 

All which togerher working in his Breaſt, 

Made this Abuſe uneaſie to digeſt. 


From Table therefore he, in Heat, aroſe ; 
And, breathing forth Diſpleaſure, out he goes. 
Then to his own Apartment doth retire, 

To give free Vent to this new kindled Fire; 
Where falling on his Couch, he doth bemoan 
Much more his Friend's Condition, than his own. 


a Reſpecting 
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Reſpecting what concern'd his late Diſgrace, 
He doubted not, conſid' ring Men would place 

All to his Father's Paſfon ; and that he | 
Himſelf, his Paſſion oer, would troubled be. 

But, ah! his Friend, his Friend! poor David's Caſe 
Did more affect him, than his own Diſgrace. | 
No longer nom doth any Thought remain | 
In Jonathan, that David's Fears were vain. | 
No clearer Evidence he now doth need, 
That David's Death was by the King decreed. 
This Act of Violence, for David's Sake, 
Both clear*d his Doubt, and made his Heart to ake. 


The tedious Night in reſtleſs Toſſings ſpent, 
Betwixt uneaſie Grief and Diſcontent ; 

As ſoon as &er Aurora did diſcloſe 
The ſpringing Day, the faithful Prince aroſe : 
Both Honour and Affection did him ſpur ; 
And, cer the Lark was ſtirring, made him ftir. 
Honour reminds him, that his Word he gave 
To David: Love ſaid, Thou muſt David ſave. 
Which that he might, he to the Field doth go, 
(His Page his Quiver bearing, and his Bow ; 
Not knowing why :) No otherwiſe he went, 
Than it, to recreate himſelf, he meant. 


When near the place, where Jeſſe's Son did wait 
The denbifu! Iſſue of his doleful Fate, | | 
His curved Bow, with ſinew'd Arm, he drew ; 
And over David's Head the Arrows flew : 
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One flying Shaft a private Token bore, 
upon between themſelves before ; 
By which poor David underſtood too well, 
What Jonathan unwilling was to tell. 


The thoughtleſs Page, who nothing did ſuſpect, 
With nimble Speed the Arrows did collect; 
And to his Maſter bring, who did deliver 
Unto the Lad his unſtrung Bow and Quiver 
To carry home: Himſelf remain'd behind, 
As if to walk alone he were inclin'd. 


The Youth now gone, and Fonathan alone, 
Strait David ĩſſu'd forth, by Exel- tone; 
And, falling to the Ground ; with triple Bend 
Of Body, did falute his noble Friend. | 
Then caſting Arms about each other's Neck, 
T heir pearly Tears each other's Breaſt bedeck. 
They wept and td, they kiſs'd and wept again, 
Nor could they foon thoſe chriſtal Floods ao 
Each Riß a freſh Supply of Tears did breed, 
In both their Eyes; till David did exceed. 
At length, their Covenant renew'd, they part, 


Each kindly bea ring back the other's Heart. 


They part: And each doth his own Path purſue, 
With Eyes reflex while either was in View. 
' 


The End of the FigsT Boox. 
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OW travels David with a thoughtful Mind, 
Uncertain where a ſafe Retreat to find : 
For though, while proſp'rous his Affairs did ſtand, 
He Friends, and Servants many, could command, 
Yet now, thatFrownshad wrinkled Fortune's Face, 
He knew not where to find a reſting Place. 


| In this perplexed State, his pious Mind 
Was, to conſult the Oracle, inclin'd ; 

The inambiguous Oracle, from whence 
Jebovab ſecret Counſels did diſpenſe : 

And undeceiving Anſwers always gave 

To ſuch as, with an honeft Mind, did crave. 


To Nob his weary Steps he therefore bends, 
(Neb was a City of the Prieſts, his Friends) 
And to Abimelech he doth repair, 

Who then poſſeſoꝰ'd the Pontificial Chair. 
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The rev'rend Pontif, who was unadvis d 
Of David's Troubles, now was much ſurpris'd 
To ſee him come alone; who, not long ſince, 
Was royally attended, like a Prince. 

He ſtartled at the Sight : nor could forbear 
To aſk, why ; he came there, 


It hap 'ned 
Who to the He 
(One who had 


hat a certain Edomite, 

ews was a Proſelyte, 

harge and Overſight of all 
The Herds, and Herd. men, that belong'd to Sau!) 
Was with the Prieſt: but what his Buſineſs there, 
| Doth not to us by ſacred Writ appear; 
' ?*Tis only left, in brief, upon Record, 
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— 4 That he was there detain'd before the Lord. 
> | Him, ſtanding in a Corner, David ſpy'd, 
Before he to Abimelech reply'd ; 


And, knowing well the Man, he was afraid 

His Friend, the Prieſt, would be by him betray'd, 
Ik, after he the King's Diſpleaſure knew, 
le any Kindneſs unto him ſhould ſhew. 
Leit therefore into Danger he ſhould bring 

His Friend, or out of Favour with the King 5 
[ He held ir beſt his Troubles to cal, 

And nat his adverſe Fortune to reveal : 
That, if this Pick-tbank ſhould relate to Saul 
Ought that, againſt the Prieſt ſhould ſtir his Gaul 


The Prieſt the Accuſation might ſurmount, 
And place his Kindneſs to the King's Account. 
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He therefore gave the Prieſt to underſtand, 
His coming thus, was by the King's Command : 
Who, ke pretended had diſpatch'd him fo, 

That none his ſecret Enterprize might know: 
And that his Servants he before did ſend, 

To ſuch a Place, his coming to attend. 

Adding, that in ſuch haſte he came away 

(The King's Command admitting no Delay) 
That of Proviſion he had never thought ; 

Nor had his Sword, or Weapons with him brought. 


The guiltleſs Prieſt, with unſuſpecting Ear, 
This feigned Story, for a Truth did hear. 
And, not with /7Zuals only him ſupply'd, 
But arm'd him with Goliab's Sword beſide : 
Which, offer'd to the Lord, when he was ſlain, 
Did with the Prieſt unto that Time remain. 
Nay, wanting other, he the Shew-Bread gave, 
Appointed for the Prizfs alone to have. 

In doing which, he errs that thinks he err'd - 
Since Mercy is to Sacrifice preferr'd. 

Let &er he gave the conſecrated Bread, 

He aſk'd, if they, who ſhould therewith be fed, 
Were clean. Who will of boly Things partake, 
Muſt z»hatſoever makes unclean forſake. | 


Thus furnifh'd, David did from Nob depart, 
And turn'd his Face to Gath, with heavy Heart; 


Not knowing elfe, where he his Head might hide: 24 
Nor could he long in Safety there abide. 
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The Servants of King 4e quickly knew 
That he was David, who Galiab flew. 

And ftrait recounted (to incenſe their King) 
What e'rſt the Hebrew Dames of him did fing, 
When, in their Dancing and triumphant Strain, 
They chanted, he had his Tex Thouſands flain. 
This David heard : but would not ſeem to hear, 
Concealing, with his utmoſt Care, his Fear; 
*Till, by a Statagem, he found a Way 

Himſelf from Gath in Safety to convey. 


When paſt the Bounds of the Philiftine's Land, 
On Jrel's Coaſt again; he's at a Stand 

Which Way to take, or whither to diret 
His wandring Feet: where he might, unſuſpect, 
Abſconded lie, until thoſe Clouds were paſt,” 
With which his Hemiſpbere was overcaſt. 

In all his Tract, unknowing of a Friend 

Whom he could truſt : and who could him defend, 
And Saul, if once diſcover'd, would (he knew) 
Through all the Tribes of Jrael him purſue. 


But little Time could he deliberate, 
What Courſe to take, ſo preſſing was his Fate; 
Yer, in thoſe Moments, many a Place was brought 
Under the Judgment of his winged Thought. 


Of all the Refuges his wary Mind 
Could, in ſuch haſte, and on a ſuddain, find, 
None pleas'd him better, than a certain Cave, 
To which its Name the Town Adullum gave. 


A 


Pay 
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A ſpacious Cave it was, yet known to few: 
Remote from Gibeath, and from publick View. 
And (which did recommend it to his State) 

*T was in the Tribe of Judab fituate ; 

Judab, the Tribe from which he ſprang, and whence 
He had moſt Reaſon to expect Defence. | 
This ſolitary Cave, he thought, was beſt : | 
Where, for a while, he hop'd to find ſome Reſt. 
The Towns and Cities therefore he forſook, 

And to Adullum's Cave himſelf betook. 

Where long he had not been, before he ſpy'd 

A Friend paſs by, whoſe Faith he oft had try'd : 

By whom, unto his Brethren, and his Friends, 

He notice of his ſafe Arrival ſends. 
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With Joy, like that which Jacob did revive, 
When News was brought that Fo/2ph was alive, 
Did good old Fefſe the good Tidings hear 
That David was in Safety and ſo near: 

And quickly he, his Wife, and ev'ry Son, 

With all their Families, to David run, 

Him to Embrace, and cheer him in his Straight : 
Henceforth reſolv'd ro ſhare a common Fate. 


This Fame expanded with a loud Report; 
And Strangers too, in Multitudes, reſort. 
Whoe'er was in Diſtreß, or Diſcontent ; 
And all that were in Debt, unto him went. 
A num'rous Company to him repair, | 
With Minds as deſp'rate, as their Fortunes were. 


And 


, oa 


erm God ſhould pleaſe the Quarrel to decide: 
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And theſe, with one Conſent, implore that he 
A Captain o'er them will vouchſafe to be. 

He to their Importunity doth yield, 

And taking Muſter of them in the Field ; 
Who t' other Day, no living Soul could find, 
With whom to truſt his Perſon, or his Mind : 
Now finds himſelf environ'd with a Throng 
Of metiled Blades, about Four-bundred ſtrong. 


When firſt that lonely Cave was in his Eye, 
He purpos'd only there obſcur*d to lye, 
Till Providence ſhould his Affairs diſpoſe : 
And reconcile him to his cauſeleſs Foes. 
But this Acceſs of Forces did him force 
To alter now his Counſels, and his Courſe. 


He well conſider'd, that it was in vain 


To hope that he could long conceal d remain. 
That of this Confluence of Men, Report 
Would ſoon be made to SauPs enquiring Court. 


And that with windy Trumpet, flying Fame 


The Cafe would quickly thro” the Tribes proclaim; 
That Saul, appriz'd, would not a Moment ſtay, 
But fly upon him, like a Bird of Prey. 

He therefore all things needful doth, with Care, 
In readineſs for his Defence prepare. 

His Soldiers he doth diſcipline, and ſhow 

Both how to uſe the Sword, and draw the Bot. 
His aged Parents unto Maab's King | 
(Safe-Condudt firſt obtained) he doth bring; 
On Promiſe, that they there ſhould fate abide, 


For 


80 
For Maab's King and Saul were then at War; 
Which made him David countenance 10 far. | 


Things thus diſpos'd, he from the Hold did go 
(God, by his Prophet Gad, directing ſo) 
And march'd to Hareth- Foreſt, where he might, 
If forc'd thereto, with more Advantage Fight. 


CHAP. I. 


While thou relates a moſt inhuman Deed 
As &er was done. Lay by thy Lawrels now, 
And wreath thy Temples with a Cypreſs-Bough. 
Thou, who, of all the Nine, ne' er known to ſmile, 
Art held Irventre/s of the Tragick Stile, 
Speak through my Quill, and on a doleful String, 
In mournful Notes, a Tragick Story ſing. 


It was not long, er Saul's attentive Ear, 
Of David, and his new-rais'd Men, did hear. 
And calling ro Remembrance, that his Son 
(Whoſe Courage was inferior to none ) 

On the Afrout was put upon him laſt 

(When he, at Meat, his Jav'lin at him caſt) 
Was, in Diſpleaſure, from the Court retir'd : 
His Fear ſ that they both conſpir'd 


Againſt him, and confederated were, 
His Crown and _— twurt themſelves to ſhare ; 
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TOW wrap thy ſelf, my Muſe, in ſable Weed, | 


. ” 
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Which, well he knew, could not be done, but he 
Muſt, if not ſlain, at leaſt detbruned be. 

The Thought of which, as it did Horror breed 

In him, whoſe Fear did from his Guilt proceed. 

So did it blow his Anger to a Rage, 

Beyond the Force of Reaſon to aſſwage. 


In this Turmoil, he chanc'd abroad to be, 
Beneath the Umbrage of a ſpreading Tree; 
Under whoſe ſhady Boughs, in Chair of Slate, 
He ſate, himſelf to cool and recreate. 
About him ſtood his Servants, in 2 Ring, 
Waiting the Pleafure of their angry King. 


As chafing thus he ſate, *rwixt Frath and Fear, 
Vibrating, in his palfied Hands, his Spear ; 
His Terror- ſtrik ing Eye he roll'd about: 
And, in a while, his Cheoler thus brake our. 


Hear now, ye Benjamites, will Feſſz's Son, 
When he the Crown of I/raz! hath won, 
To ev'ry one of you (who Succour yields 
*. Unto him now) rich Vineyards give and Fielas? 
* Will he you all, of Thoufands, Captains make ? 
© That ye fo ready are his Part to take; 
That all of you againft me have conſpir d. 
And not a Man, ſince Jonathan retir'd, 
Fath ſhew'd me that my Son a League hath made 
* With Jeſſes Son: and that I am berray'd ? 
Are ye ſo well aflur'd of Davies Grace. 


. That be will each of you promote to Place 


Of 
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© Of Truſt and Honour, that among you none 
© In Pity hath inform'd me, that my Son 

© Hath ſtirred up my Servant War to make; 
And both my Crown and Life away to take?“ 


This unexpected Speech, the Courtiers ſtrook, | 


Amaz'd they ſtand, and on each other look. 
Each Man among them knew himſelf to be 

From treaſonable Combination free. 

For though their Love to David did remain : 

Vet did they ſtill their Loyalty retain. 

But when the King's ſtern Viſage they beheld, 
His pouting Lips, his Cheeks with Anger faelPd;| 1 
His /tormy Brow ; his fiery ſparkling Eye; 

His foaming Mouth, with Fury drawn awry 3 


His /umiag Breath, puff'd like a ſmoaking Brand; 


A trembling Motion iu his retlez/s Hand: 


Tho' free from Guilt, they were not free from Fear; 


Knowing how apt he was to caſt the Spear. 


While thus the Courtiers in a filent Maze, 
Upon the King, and one another, gaze; 
Forth Doeg ſtep'd, ſprung from the Edomiles, 
Of Herdſmen chief, and chief of Paraſites : 

The fame who, bother Day, with leering Eye, 
Did David in the Tabernacle ſpy. 

He now, to curry Favour with his Lord, 
Told how the Prieſt and David did accord. 


* 


. — * * 


How he himſelf at Neb had lately been, 
And David with Abimelech had ſeen. 


He 
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How kind the Prieſt; how ready to enquire 

Of God, in David's Caſe, at his Defire. 

Adding, The Prieſt with Food had David ſtor'd» 
And arm'd him alſo with Goliab's Sword. 

In ſhort, he told whate'er Abitub's Son 

Had unto David ſaid, or for him done: 

And in ſuch Terms the Matter did relate, 

As were moſt apt the King to irritate. 


Hiding what would have freed the Prieſt from 


blame, 


That David went, as in the Royal Name. 


The King in Pain, thro* Rage, too cloſely pent, 
Within his ſwollen Breaſt, for want of Vent, 
Was glad this Charge againſt the Prieſts to hear : 
Reſolving to diſcharge his Fury there. 


Forthwith a Purſevant was ſent to bring 
The Prieſts from Nob, before the wrathful King. 
The Prieſts the Royal Summons to obey, 
Immediately advanc'd upon the Way ; 
And in a Body, with a good Intent, 


Themſelves, at Gihe ab, to the King preſent. 


No ſooner did the King the Prieſts eſpy, 
But with a frowning Brow, and flaming Eye 
Upon them fix'd : He to the Pontiff brake 
His Mind, in Accents which his Fury ſpake. 


Hear now, ſaid he, Abilub's Son (whoſeWord 
To him again was, Here am Im Lord) 


Why 
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Why haſt thou with a tregſanable Mind, 

Againſt thy Lord, with Jeſ s Son combin'd ? 
4 Thy Treaſon's plain. Far firſt ye did conſpire 
« Againſt my Life ; then of the Lord enquire : 
* That thereby he, to riſe againſt me, might 
© Emboldned be, his Sov'reign Lord to ſmite: 
Thou with Proviſions too didft him ſupply, | 
© That he, as now he doth, in wait might lye. 
* Nay, thou into his Hand a Swerd didft put, | 
That he my Head might from myShoulders cut. 


So ſpake the King (And more, perhaps, had ſpoke, 
But that his Choler did him almoſt cboak.) 
To whom Abimelech, with due Reſpect, 
Return'd an Anſwer, much to this Effect. 


For David, was as David was thy Son; 
Thy Sen-in-Law, who always freely went 
On whatſoever Service by thee ſent. 

One whom the King admitted to his Table; 

And in thy Houſe was always honorable. 

© Nor thought I any one more true to thee, 

« Amongſt thy great Retinue, than was he. 

So may he prove ! If otherwiſe he be, 

His being ſo was never known to me. 

T was in thy Bus'neſs, that he faid 2 | 
| 
| 
| 


' 
May 't pleaſe the King, what Service I havedone | 
' 


' 


Nor had I him receiv'd : but iz thy N 

Did I then frf to ſeek the Lord 1 

For him, that this ſhould now be made my Sin? 
Han 
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Have I not oft before tor him enquir d? 
© Yet ne er before was charg'd to have conſpir d. 
From me far be it, cer to entertain. 


$5 


A Thought that may my Loyalty diſtain. 
And from the King, far be it too I pray, 
« Unto his Servant's Charge this Thing to lay. 
Or to my Father's Houſe : for we are clear 
And can our Innocency make appear. 
' © Godis my Witnefs, what I ſpeak is true: 
Thy Servant of this Matter nothing knew.” 


, So ſpake the reverend Abimelech, 
And with bis laſt Words bow'd his aged Neck. 
The other Prieſts, to ſhew they did agree 
To what he faid, bow'd ev'ry Man his Knee. 


Unto the Standers by, did he appear ; 
That all the Courtiers ready were to ſhout 
For Joy: When, on a fuddain, Saul broke out, 
And, with a Vehemence of Voice, did cry, 
' Thou, thou Ahimelech, Halt ſurely die, 
And all thy Father's Houſe. O cruel Word 
More cruel Mind! to be by all abhorr'd. 
: Abhorr'd it was: Each Courtier hung his Head , 
| And ev'ry Face grew pale which had been ved. 
| The diſmal Sentence did with Horror ſtrike 
| 
| 


| 
. | So juſt the Prieſt's Defence was, and ſo clear, 
' 


TheHearers: deep-fetch'd Sighsſhew'd their diſlike. 
A trembling Murmur at one Side began : 

12 And, ſpreading, through the whole Aſſembly ran: 
mY Which 
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Which ended in an univerſal Gran; 
Enough to melt all Hearts, but thoſe of Stone. 


y td lt. A _ 


E 


OW miſerable is the State of thoſe, 
W hoſe Frame of Government doth them expoſe 
To arbitrary Pow'r! Where Law's unknown! 
Nor any Man can call his Life his own 


W here Innocency is of little Force ! | 
f 


— ate... 


2 


Becauſe impartial Juſtice hath no Courſe. 
Where one Mans' Rage keeps all the reſt in awe 3 
Whoſe Will and Pleaſure are his only Law ! 
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O how much better is their Caſe, who live 
Under a Conſtitution, which doth give 
To ev'ry Man, in Government, a Share: 
And binds the whole to have of each a Care. 
Where even-handed Juſtice freely flows : 
And each the Law, he muſt be try'd by, knows. 
| Where none by Pow'r can be oppreſs'd ; becauſe | 
Both Prince and People ſubject are to Laws. | 
None there an arbitrary Sentence fears; | © 
Since none can be condemn'd but by his Peers: U 
Whoſe common Int'reſt doth them wary make, 4 


How they their Fellow's Life away do take. f T} 
For the ſame Sentence, wherewith they condemn | * 
Another, may be ſhortly turn'd on them. 2 Co 
Theſe too th* accuſed Party may reject = 


If their Indifferency he ſuſpect : g 
And, 
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And, ne*er ſo mean, may for his Birtb-right ſtand 
Fair Tryal, and full Hearing may demand. 


Prize your good Fortune, ye, whoſe Lot is fell 
Under fo good a Government to dwell. 
Where no diſpenſing Pow'r can make a Breach, 
Upon your Freedoms : nor your Perſons reach. 
But all ye have, Life, Liberty, Eſtate, 
Is ſafe by Law; which none can abrogate 
Without your own Conſents. Be therefore wile : 
And learn, ſo great a Benefit to prize. 
Look to't: Be watchful, none, by any Wile, 
You of fo rich a Jewel e er beguile. 


Ah! had the Government of Saul been ſuch, 
He had not dar'd the Prieſts of Nob to touch, 
Who never were, by legal Proof, convicted 
Of that, for which he on them Death inflicted : 
Who had themſelves from all Suſpicion clear'd ; 
And blameleſs unto all, but him appear'd. 


But he, whoſe lawleſs Will for Law was pur, 
Reſolving off thoſe Innocents to cut ; 
Commands his Guards to turn, without Delay, 
| Upon the Prieſts of God, and them to ſlay. 

„ Alledging (to encourage them thereto) 

That they with trait'rous David had to do: 
And that they David's Flight, altho' they knew it, 
- 4 Concealed had from him; and did not ſhew it. 
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If on the Court fo great a Terror came, 

When he, before, the Sentence did but name: 
How great a Conſternation may*t be thought, 
This Warrant for their Execution brought. 
The Guards, who never durſt, till now, diſpute. 
Their Lord's Command, now ſtand amaz'd & mute. 
The Thought of ſuch an impious Act them ſtrook, | 
With Trembling, and their palſied Fingers ſhook, 
And let their Weapons fall: Nor was there one 
Amongſt them all (tho? threat'ned from the 

Throne | | 
With ſtormy Frowns) that would extend an Arm 
Againſt the Prieſts of God, to do them Harm. 


1 
| 1 
1 
None, all this while, ſo unconcern'd did ſtand, A 
As did thePrieſts themſelves : The King's Command | 1 
To have them ſlain (which made the reſt to quake) : D 
No Alteration in their Looks did make : By 
No Paleneſs, no Dejection, did appear; 1 
Which ſhew'd their guilile Souls werefree from Fear. 
A ſteady Reſolution had poſſeſt 
With braveContempt of Death, their peaceful Breaſt. | 
They, in themſelves, did feel the beſt Defence, 
Againſt a Tyrant's Threat'nings, Innocence. 
This kept their Spirits in an even Mean; 
With Countenance compos'd, and Minds ſerene. 
Thus ſtanding, they the Lord their God invoke ; 
Prepared to receive the fata] Stroke. 


The more unterrify*d the King beheld > | 
Fhe Prieſts,the more his Breaſt with Anger * 0 


| 
| 


as 
| 1 


i HET 


His Life expiring, to the Ground he preſs'd: 
A glorious Pattern leaving to the Reſt. 
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He thought that they his Power did contemn : 
And, in himſelf, he vow'd Revenge on them. 
He chaf 't extreamly too, to think that he 
Should, by his Guards, no more regarded be, 
Then Fury boiling in him, to its Height, 

He ſingles out the bruitiſh Edomite, 

Th' Intor mer, Doeg, bidding him to fall, 
Upon the ſacred Prieſts, and ſlay them all. 


Not backwarder, the Yeomen of the Guard 
Themſelves had ſhew'd (Men moſtly rough & hard) 
Then forward he, Saul's Pleaſure to fulfil: 

And ſtrait a Sea of righteous Blood to ſpill. 
Forthwith himſelf he to the Work addreſt, 
And in AhimelecÞ's unſpotted Breaſt 

His thirſty Sword did ſheath. The aged Sire 
Did not Reſiſt ; did not a Foot retire : 

But, with undaunted Reſolution, ſtood 

The Stroke; *till in a Stream of Purple Blood, 


They, without Terror, did his Death behold : 
And, by his brave Example, grew more bold. 


Ah! Had not curſed Doeg (the Diſgrace 
Of all Mankind, as well as Edom's Race) 
Been, in his Nature, ſavager, than were 
The fierceſt Beaſts committed to his Care: 
The awful Aſpect of Abimelech, 
Had been enough, the Ruſſi an's Mind to check: 


E 2 Whoſe 
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Whoſe goodly Perſonage, and Manly Face, 
An unaftected Gravity did grace. 


His Milk-white Beard, unto his ſpotleſs Breaſt, 


Itſelf extending, thereupon did reſt. 

And, in his Sacerdotal Robes attir'd, | 

Was worthily both loved and admir'd. | 
But graceleſs Doeg, of a graceleſs Kind, a 


Bred among Beaſts, to Brutiſbneſi inclin'd ; 

By ſhedding Blood, more bloody-minded grew, 

And on the other Prieſts, with Fury flew. 

They, undiſmay'd, themſelves prepare to die; 

Not one reſiſts, not one attempts to fly : : 
But, having God, whoſe Prieſts they were, N 
They yield their ſpotleſs Breaſts to Doeg's Sword. 
He, in their Blood, did bathe his reeking Blade; | : 
And, on the ſoiled Earth, them breathleſs laid, 
The bloody Wretch their Bodies hew'd and to! 
And warm he left them welt'ring in their Gore; 7 
All Man by Man : Nor did he leave alive. 
One Ephod-wearer, out of Eighty Five. 


I 

Thus fell the Priefts of God. Thus bleeding 1. E 

The Tribe of Levi; ſlaughter'd in a Day: | 

Butcher'd by barb'rous Hands, without all Cauſe; 

Againſt Religion, Reaſon, Right and Laws. 
This Doeg ated : but twas Saul that bid. 
This Saul commanded : and this Dog did, 


The hard'ned King, thus having fed his Eye 
With this, to him delightful, Sacrifice : 
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To carry on his Vengeance to the Height, 
The City Nob too with the Sword did ſmite. 

No living Soul therein his Fury left, 

But, whatſoever breath'd, of Life bereft. 
Men, Women, Children, Oxen, Aﬀes, Sheep, 
His ſlaught'ring Sword, at once away did ſweep. 
O horrid Act ! on his Part moſt unjuft 
i As done to anſwer a revengeful Luft : 

But juſt from God; who, his denounced * Nil 

Againſt old Ei's Houſe, did thus fulfill. 


Hile thus King Saul his Forces did imploy, 
| His well-deſerving Subjects to deſtroy ; 
. David, ſtill uninform'd thereof, was bent 

3 | The Sacking of rich Keilab to prevent. 


4 
| CHAP I 
d. 


LY 
re his Retreat th'un welcome News was brought, 
5 That the Pbiliſtines againſt Keilab fought, : 
And robb'd the Threſhing-Floors. His gen'rous 
Mind 
To raiſe the Siege, and /ave the Town inclin'd. 
He therefore quicklyof the Lord enquires : 
The facred Anſwer quickned his Deſires. 
Moſt clear the Anſwer was: Yet he was fain, 
His Men miſdoubting, to enquire again. 
For they who were in daily Fear that Saul, 
With all his Forces, would upon them fall; 
| E 3 Were 


—— —— — 
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But when, the ſecond Time enquir'd, the Lord 
A more confirming Anſwer did afford ; 

With Promiſe that, obſerving his Command, 
He'd give the Philiſtines into their Hand. 
Fear overcome, they drew up Man by Man; 
Their valiant Leader marching in the Van. 


To K:ilah come, unlooked for by all, 
He on the Philiſtines did briſkly fall; 
And with a dreadful Slaughter all did ſmite, 
Who ſought not Safety in a timely Flight. 


TheSeige thus rais'd, & K2i/a}s Coaſts now cleard 
From thoſe Aſſailants ſhe ſo juſtly fear'd, 
Into the Town victorious David entred 
(For whoſe Deliv'rance he his Life had vent os © 
Leading a Booty, which his Sword did win 
From the defeated Hoſt of Philiftin. 
The gladded Kz:/ites all their Wits employ, 
To manifeſt their Gratitude and Foy : 
And well they might, with Civick Garland crown 


Encourag'd greatly with this good Succeſs 
Was David, and his Followers no lefs. 
They joy together. But how meer a Toy 
How momentary is all human Joy 
This glimm'ringGlance of Sun-ſhine ſoon was paſt, 
And their Horizon blacker Clouds overcaſt. 


% 62 DAYFIDEIS. Boos II. 
Were loth, for others ſakes,theirStrength to break, 
And make themſelves, for their Defence, more weak. 


i 


The 


It 


HisTemples who from Spoil had ſav'd their Town. 


* 


Boos III. DAVID EIVS. 


The Triumph yet was hardly well begun 
When young Abiathar, Abimelech's Son, 
(Who from the Sword, by Providence, was freed 
To propagate a Sacerdoral Seed) 

Came panting in; with Sweat beſmear'd and Duſt, 
And, almoſt breathleſs, thro? the Concourſe Wir 


> 


To David come, with many a Sigh and Sob Fo 

He tells the horrid Tragedy of Nob : | 

How the High-Prieſt, with all his Prieſtly Train, 

And every living Soul at Nob was ſla in. 

Could you have ſeen, with what a mournful Look, 

Poor David theſe amazing Tidings took ; 

Ye would have doubted, whether in his Face 

Aſtoniſhment, or Grief, had greater Place. 

So Feptha look'd, when, to his great Surprize, 

His Daughter met him for a Sacrifice. 

he Suddenneſs and Strangeneſs of the Deed ; 

orror in David, and A mazement breed. 

His Grief was equal : for he knew full well, 

This Evil, for his Sake, the Prieſts befel. 

The Thought, with Anguiſh, pierc'd his gen'rous 

Moredeeply,than can be by Words expreſt. [Breaſt 

The Infants, with their Mothers, he laments : 

And that he &er ſaw Nob, too late repents. 

The Prieſts unrighteous Murder doth bemoan 

No lefs, than if their Caſe had been his own. 

He all their Deaths bewails : but moſt his Grief 

A bounds for his Abimelech, their Chief. 

Unto whoſe Memory how, much he ow'd, 

__ not, he thought, more ſignally be ſhow'd, 
E 4 Than 
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Than by accumulating Favours on 

Abiathar, his ſole- ſurviving Son. 


With kind Embraces therefore he doth cheer 
The down-caft Youth ; and bids him caſt off Fear. 
Affuring him that, ſince their common Fate | 
Made them joint Objects of Saul's cauſeleſs Hate; 
He ſpecial Care would of his Safety take, b 
Both for his own, and for his Father's Sake: 
Whoſe well-deſervings of him, he ſhould find, 
Were deeply graven in a grateful Mind. 
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To David now Intelligence was ſent, 
By ſome Well- wiſnher, that King Saul was bent 
To ſhur him up in Xeilab; and to take ] 
Him Priſ'ner; or deſtroy it for his Sake. = 
This made him lay all other Thoughts aſide, 2 
And for his own Security provide. , 


. * * 2 


Could David on the Keilites have rely'd, 10 
That they would have ſtood faithful to his Side: < 
He durſt have held the Town againſt the King, 
And all the Forces in his Pow'r to bring. "3 4 
For K2i/ah was a Place of Strength; and more, 
Had all Proviſions, for a Seige, in Store. | , 
But, doubting how the Citizens might hold, F 
Againſt the Force of Steel, or Pow'r of Gold ; : 
He to the ſacred Oracle did go, 4 
Saul's Purpoſe, and the Kzilites Faith to know. 
The Anſwer was, Saul will come down ©: and 1 


To fave themſelves, 12i!! thee 4% him betray. "| | 
Thi 
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This Anſwer, from the Oracle, receiv'd, 
Made David, of the Keilites Help bereav'd, 
Reſolve to lead his ſlender Band from thence, 

And ſeek a Place, of more ſecure Defence. 

it, He durſt himſelf and Men no longer truſt 
Wich them, who were too fearful to be Fuft : 

3 For well he knew, where preſſing Fears prevail, 
Fidelity and Friendſhip quickly fail. 

Ungrateful.K2i/ab therefore he forſook, 

And to the Wilderneſs himſelf betook : 

The Wilderneſs of Ziph, where he might be, 

In all Appearance, from Betrayers free. 
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Here Noble Jonathan (whoſe virtuous Love, 
In greateſt Dangers, did itſelf approve) 
By fecret Ways, to David did repair : 
Whoſe Heart was almoſt overwhelm'd with Care. 


\ As penſive Lovers feel a ſuddain Cheer, 
On ſeeing th' Object of their Love appear, 

So David (at the unexpected Sight 

„ Of Jonathan, his very SouPs Delight) 

| Forgetting all his Fears, and Sorrows paſt, 

Wich gladſome Smiles his faichſul Friend embrac'd: 

| Whoſuch Returns of hearty Love did make, 
As well the Firmneſs of his Friendſhip ſpake. 

Then to a ſhady Pine they jointly walk; 

And, *twixt themſelves, of David's Troubles talk: 


No need had David now himſelf to moan : 
His Friend knew how to make his Caſe his own. 
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He kindly to him ſpake, and had a Word 
Of Comfort, to confirm him in the Lord. 
. Bid him not fear; but in the Lord confide, | 
Who was (he could aſſure him) on his ſide. b 
Told him, the Lord would cover him, that Sau! 
Should be unable to effect his Fall. 
And, Propbet-like, foretold him that the Throne : 
Of Trae! ſhould one Day be his own: 
And he himſelf the next in Dignity. | 
(Unhappy Man! Who others Fate could fee, | 
But not his own.) Thus having cheer'd his Friend, 
And Time requiring, they their Conf *rence end. 
And then, before the Lord, they both renew 

Their Covenant; and, Kiſſing, bid Adieu. 
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S in the Winter, Show'rs and Storms ſucceed 
A To Sun-ſhine, which to Travellers do breed 
More 7% ani! Hardſhip, than the tranſient Smile 
Of Sol gave Comfort, which they had &er while: 
So after David's Heart had been made glad, ' 
By the kind Viſit which he lately had, | 
Freſh Storms aroſe ; his Troubles now grew more, 
And Dangers greater than they were before. | 
Saul furiouſly approach'd, and well he knew, 
With num'rous Forces, and his owa but few. 
Saul only wanted Knowledg: where he lay; 
And ſome, he knew, would guide him to his Prey. 
The 


1 


of 
: 


nn 


The pick-thank Zepbites (in whoſe trackleſs Wood 
Th afflicted Prince, with his Retinue ſtood) 


To curry Favour, haſten to the King; 


And where poor David was, glad Tidings bring : 
Engaging, if he came without Delay, 
They David would into his Hands betray. 


Attentive Ears to all the Zephites told, 
The King did lend, and ſmoothly them cajoll'd; 
Beſtow'd a graceleſs Bleſſing on the Band, 
Begg'd them to go again, and underſtand 
More fully all his Haunts, and cloſely ſpy 
The lurking Places, where he ugd to lye, 
And bring him Word: Away the Zephites poſt. 
But David had, mean while, forſook their Coaſt ; 
And to the Wilderneſs of Maon gone: 
The Plain that's on the South of Jeſbimon. 
This when Saul heard, he thither bent his Courſe ; 
Reſolving to prevail by Fraud or Force: 


So ſwiftly he purſu'd, he David found, 
And him, and all his Men, environ'd round. 


Great was the Straight poor David now was in : 
So great, he never had in greater been. 
No Hope to conquer, nor no Way to fly: 
Nothing remained, but to Fight or Die. 
When lo! A Meſſenger came panting in, 


And told the King, the bloody Philiftin 


Invaded had the Land; and all was loſt 
(At leaſt, that lay upon the bord'ring Coaft) 
Unleſs 
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Unleſs he came with Speed: Therefore, O King, 
He cry'd, make no Delay; thy Forces bring 

To ſave thy Land, and let the King make haſte, | 
Before the Country be laid wholly waſte. 


, 


This ſtartling Meſſage made the King with ſpeed 
Return : and David from his Danger treed. 
Thus God ſometimes, by unexpected Ways, 
Relief to his diſtreſſed Ones conveys 
Exciting others upon them to fall, 


Who would the Righteous, without Cauſe, enthral. 


This great Deliv*rance, with a thankful Heart, 
To God aſcrib*d, thence David doth depart, 
And, with his little Band of Men did hie 
Unto the Fortreſſes of Enged: : 4 
A Place of greater Strength, and whence he might, 
It over-preſs'd, ſecure himſelf by F Tight : | 
Concluding right, *rwould not be long e' er Saul, 
With greater Forces, would upon him fall. 

His Expectation fail'd not : for the King, 

The Philiſtins repelPd, doth with him bring 
Three Thoufand chofen Men; Men he had try'd, 
In whole Fidelity he could confide : 


And now himſelf, with pleaſing Hopes, he fed, 
That he ſhould David take, alive or dead. 
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But God, who oft on wicked Men doth bring 
The Hurts they plot, *gainſt others; did the King 
Caſt ſingle into David's Hands. Now He 
Might, with one Stroke, himſelf for ever free 


From 
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Then drawing back, he waited *cill the King, 


Obeiſance made, he did the King beſeech 
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From SauPs Purſuits. For Saul had, from his Men, 
At Nature's Call, retir'd into a Den; 


(His Royal Robe he laid aſide the while, 
Left any I inct' the Garment ſhould defile) 
Not thinking David in the Cave had been, 
Or that he had, by Human Eye been ſeen. 


Who, but a David, would have let his Foe, 
At ſuch Advantage found, in Safety go 
No ſmall Temptation to him it muſt be, 
To fet himſelf from all his Troubles free: 
His firm Attendants too their Lord provoke, 
To ſtrike himſelf, or let them give the Stroke. 


But he, whoſe noble Breaſt was throughly fill'd 
With loyal Principles, from Heav*n inſtill'd, 
(Not liking too, in Caſe he ſhould ſucceed 
Unto the Crown, his Subjects ſuch a Deed 
For Preſident ſhould have) with brave Diſdain 
Of ſuch a Fact, his FolPwers did reſtrain. 


Yet, that the King might ſenſible be made, 
How cauſleſsly he was of him afraid : 
He gently ftept to where the Garment lay, 
And, undiſcerned, cut the Strrt away. 


His Robe reſum*d, went forth ; and following, 
He, at a Diftance, well ſecur'd, did ſtand 
(Having the Lappet of the Robe in's Hand) 
And with extended Voice, but humble Speech, 


To 
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To view the Stirt; an Evidence, quoth he, 
Of Innocence and Loyally in me: 

For well thou may*ſt conclude, when I ſo near 
Unto thee was, unſeen ; I could my Spear 

As eaſily into thy Side have put, 

As from thy Garment I the Sirt did cut. 

But that thy Life, O King, to me was dear, 
In that I did not hurt thee, doth appear. 
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So well his righteous Cauſe did David plead, 
(Having none elſe for him to intercede) 
So did he manifeſt his Innocence, 
So clear'd himſelf from all ſurmiz'd Offence : 
So earneſtly upon the Lord did call, 
Judgment to give betwixt himſelf and Saul : 
That Saul obſerving, did confounded ſtand, 
Amaz'd to ſee his Skirt in David's Hand: 
The Sight of which convinc'd him, David could 
At the ſame Time have ſlain him, if he would. 
This fatisfy*d him, that his Lite he ow'd 
To David's Mercy, which from Virtue flow'd. 
The Senſe whereof made him firſt weep, then cry 
* Thou, my Son David, art more juſt than I: 
© For thou, for all the Evil I have done 
To thee, haſt me rewarded well my Son. 
* What Man his Foe, at ſuch Advantage found, 
Would ſpare! Thy Goodneſs doth to me abound. 
© Wherefore the Lord reward thee good, I pray, 
For thy great Kindneſs ſhewn to me this Day. 
Then adding, Now, behold, by this I know 
The Hraelitiſb Crown to thee ſhall go: 
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« And that the Kingdom ſhall eſtabliſſud be 
On thee, and thine, by Heaven's juſt Decree. - 
< Swear therefore, ſaid he, to me, by the Lord, 
© That thou wilt Mercy to my Seed afford : 

© And not for my Offence, cut off the ſame, 

But leave me in my Father's Houſe, a Name.“ 
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His Title to the Kingdom David knew, © 
Better than Saul; and whence that Title grew: 
Ev'n from the ſacred Oil, which, on his Head, 
The Prophet had by God's Appointment ſhed. 
Wherefore, to humour Saul, he to him ſware. 
Which done, Saul, ſtraitway homeward did repair. 
But David who too well the King did know 
To truſt him ; up unto the Hold did go. 
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HE Prophet Sam'el now reſign'd his Breath 
1 To God who gave it. To lament whoſeDeath 
And, with a due Regard to ſolemnize, 

In publick Manner his ſad Ob/zguies ; 

The HVraelites, with one Conſent, did !iic 

To Rama, where he liv'd, and was to lie. 

And that the King, who lov'd to ſeem devour, 
Would give Attendance there, we. need not doubt. 
This gave poor David ſome few Days of Eaſe, 
And from his Fears did him a-while releaſe, 


To 
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To Paran now, new Quarters ſeeking, be 
Remov'd his little Camp from Eu gedi: | 
From Wilderneſs to Wilderneſs ; where til] 
To get Proviſions would require his Skill. 


Here, Wants encreaſing, he to Mind did call, 
That long before he fled the Face of Saul, 
There liv'd a wealiby Miſer on that Coaſt, 
Who of his great Poſſeſſions us'd to boaſt. 


His Hindes, in Carmel, conſtantly did keep. 
So great a Flock muſt many Hands imploy 
(Many a lay Man, and ffurdy Boy) 

To keep, and ſbear the Sheep, and wind the Wool: 


Nor would a little keep their Bellies full. 


Great Store of Victuals therefore muſt be dreſt, 
In ſuch an Houſe ; although there were no Gueſt : 


And Cuſtom had prevail'd to that Degree, 
To ev'ry Friend the Shearing Feaſt was free. 


This David well conſidering, and hearing 


T hat this rich Neighbour had begunSheep-ſhearing, ; 


Thought it a proper Time for him to try, 
Whether his Vealib was mixt with Charity. 

He therefore choſe out ten young Men, who were 
Of his Retinue, them he bid repair 

To go to Nadal (for that was the Name 

Of this rich Man) and when to him they came, 
They, in their Maſter's Name, ſhould him ſalute, 


In ſuch Terms as his Humour beſt might ſuit. | 
Win 


Beſides a Thouſand Goats, Three Thouſand Sheep 
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Wiſh Peace, ſaid he, to him, his Houſe, and all 
Whate' er he doth poſſeſs, both Great and Small. 
When thus ye have addreſs'd him, tell him I, 
Who might Command, entreat his Courteſy. 
Which to excite, put him in Mind, that we 
From doing Hurt to him, or his, are free. 

For Proof of which we boldly dare appeal 
To his own Servants : May but he fo deal 

With us, as we by them have dealt, while they 
Among us fed his Flocks from Day to Day. 
Then cloſe your Meſſage thus, Since we are come 
In a good Day; give us, we pray thee, ſome 

Of thy Proviſions : that thy Servants may 

To David thy Beneficence convey. 


Thus David's Servants, unto Carmel come, 
To Nabal ſpake. But he, with Aſpe# glum, 
And ſcornful Tone; ſaid, Who is David! Who, 
The Son of Je Many Servants do 
Break, now a-days, each from his Lord, that he 
Himſelf may, from his due Obedience, free. 
And would you have me take my Bread and Meat, 
(Proviſions for my Gueſts, and Men to eat) 


And ſquander 'em to ſuch; I neither know 


From whence they come, nor whither'they may go. 


' This ſurly Anſwer did the Men ſo ſcare, 


That they (like modeſt Beggars, as they were) 
Not preſſing further, to their Lord return : 


And, with the Story, make his Spirits burn. 
F For 
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For he no ſooner heard, with what Neſpighe, 
The brutiſh Clowns his juſt Requeſt did flight; 
But, in a high Reſentment of th* Afront, 
(And Reſolution to take V ce ont) 
He to his Soldiers forthwith gave the Word, 
Arm, Arm with Speed : And, girding on his Sword, 
Drew forth Four Hundred;which he thoughtenough 
(Leaving the Reſt to guard the Camp and Stuff? 
And with a ſtormy Mind, and martial Heat, 
March'd on, beſtowing many a direful Threat 
On Nabal now, who ſingle muſt not fall ; 7 
. 


But he, and his own Family withal. 


In vain, ſaid David; have I ſafely kept 
This Fellow's Flocks, while he ſecurely ſlept. 
He might a civil Anſwer ſure have ſent, 

If he, to part with nothing, was ſo bent. 
Il cake ſuch Veng?ance on th* ungratetul Wretch, 
T hat others may from him Example fetch. 


While thus enraged David made ſuch haſte, 
Nabal to ſlay, and his whole Houſe lay waſte ; . 
Propitious Providence, whoſe piercing Eye 
Sees all Mens Deeds, and Thoughts too from on high, 
And with a ſecret, over-ruling Arm, : 
As well from doing, as receiving Harm ; 

Doth his preferve : did now contrive a Way, 
David, trom ſhedding guiltleſs Blood, to ftay: | J 
Such Means too oft, through ſtupid Ignorance, | 
Are weakly plac'd to Accident, or Chance, * 
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By thoughtleſs Men: though others clearly ſee 
They are th” Effects of a divine Decree, 

Which oft thro? Inſtrumentsare brought to pals ; 
As this, whereof we now are ſpeaking, was. 


For Nabal, though himſelf a Fool, or mad, 
(As &en his very Name imports) yet "had 
A well. accompliib' d Wite, diſcreet and wiſe, 
Fair. ſpoken, full of virt ou, Qualities : 
Who oft her Huſband's Radeneſs did bewail, 
And ieck to hide: Her Name was AB1GAIL: 


To her a Servant (who had ſeen and heard 
His Maſter's foul Behaviour, juſtly fear'd 
The dire Effects of 't) haſt'ned to th' Intent, 
That ſhe, forewarn'd, the Miſchief might prevent; 


Miſtreſs, ſaid he, David, to whom, we know, 
T he Safety of ourſelves and Flacks we owe ; 
Who hath fo kind a Neighbour been, that, ſince 
He came to live among us, a Defence 
He hath been to us, both by Night and Day, 
Securing us from Thieves, and Beaſts of Prey: 
This courteous Prince hath to our Maſter ſent 
Ambaſſadors, both with a Complement 
Ot Gratulation, and a ſmall Requeſt ; ö 
That he'd admit him (as an abſent Gueſt) 
To be Partaker, in ſome ſort at leaſt, 
Of thy A of his Shearing-Feaſt. 
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Is fo ungovern'd, that if one but tell 

A civil Meſſage to him, he will fall 

Foul on him, like a Son of Belial. 

So did he now at David's Men let fly 

A rude Invective, full of Rai 

Againſt their Maſter, and them back hath ſent 
Empty of Food : but full of Diſcontent. 
Conſider therefore, Miſtreſs, what to do, 
For quick diverting the impending Blow : 
For Evil, if not ſtopt, is like to fall 

Upon our Maſter, and, through him, us all. 


Not without great Surprize, we may ſuppoſe, - 


Th' attentive Dame did hear ſuch Words as thoſe: 
Which ſhe had reaſon to believe were true ; 

For ſhe too well her Huſband's Temper knew. 
But being of a well · compoſed Mind 

(To all Men juſt, and to her Huſband kind) 
She did not think it was a proper Seaſon, 

With him, of his ill Carr age then to reaſon : 

But haſten all ſhe could, to go, and try 

If the the injur'd Prince could pacity. 


Her Huſband therefore not conſulted, ſhe 
A Preſent took of what might likely be 


To gainAcceprance, [ Bread, Wine, Fleſh well-dreſt, | 


Figs, Raiſins, Parched-Corn] all of the beſt, 
In good Proportion; which, on Aﬀes laid, 
She ſent before her; and, for haſte, nc'er ſtaid 
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Her ſelf to deck; but, in her common Dreſs, 
Sped after, bending to the Wilderneſs. 


As down the Hill ſhe rode, her watchful Eye 
Did David, with his Men deſcending, ſpy 
From th” adverſe Hill: at equal Diſtance ſer, 
They, in the interjacent Valley met. 


Come near to David, from her Aſs ſhe leapt, 
And, with ſubmiſſive Look, firſt forward ſtept 
A Pace, or two: then proſtrate at his Feet 
She fell ; and modeſtly the Prince did greet : 


On me, my Lord, I pray, on me let lye 
The Puniſhment for this Iniquity. : 
© Let not my Lord this Man of Belial heed, 
© Nabal ; whoſe Name and Nature are agreed 
So well, that by his Name is well expreſt 
The Folly which doth in his Boſom reſt. 
© Reſent it not. But let thine Handmaid ſtand 
« *T'wixt him and thee ; ſubject to thy Command. 
Let give me leave, I pray, to ſpeak a Word, 

A Word in Seaſon, to my honour'd Lord: 
Which ſhall be nothing but the Truth; that ſo, 
Thou mayſt the right State of the Matter know, 
For of a Truth, my Lord, I did not ſee 

The Meſſengers that came to him from thee : 
Nor of the Matter did one Tittle hear, 

Till they were gone: and then bothShame & Fear 
Did ſpur me on, to haſten to my Lord, 
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And bow my Neck unto thy right'ous Sword. 
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« Strike, it thou pleaſe: Yet give me leave to lay, 
The Lord will thee avenge another Way, 

© Stain not thineHand with Blood, but to the Lord 


© Refer thy Cauſe ; who can; without thy Sword, | 
Revenge thy Wrongs : May who ſeeks ill to thee, | 
r 


+ Be in like Caſe as Nabal ſoon will be. 


T hen humbly offering him the Things ſhe brouglit, 
Her Preſent to accept ſhe him beſought. 

And raiſing her Diſcourſe to higher Things; 
(Such as concern'd the Kingdom) home ſhe brings 
The Matter to himſelf : and thus apply'd 

The Caſe to him; as if ſhe propheſy'd. s 

« Becauſe, my Lord, thou doſt his Battles fight, E 
The Lord of Hoſts in thee doth take delight. 
He'll make thee a ſure Houſe, wherein to dwell; 
And ſet thee on the Throne of Iſrael. 

Thy Head ſhall wear the [/rael:ti Crown, 

© And thou ſhalt live and die in high Renown. 
Then, giving Saum ſome (xct uncvelcome) Blows, 
She thus to David her Diſcourſe did cloſe. 
When thou haſt found the Lord deal well with thee, 
Remember that it was foretold by me.“ | 


This ſaid, the ſtopt: But not before the Lord 
Had David quite diſarm'd (Not of his Sword, 
But) of his Anger, and that not Diſpleaſure, 
Which, in his Breaſt, had boiPd beyond due Meaſure. 
He now is chang'd: His Heat is now allay'd, 
And, looking on fair Abigail he ſaid, 


* — 
7 a 


* 
= 
« Bleſt 
* 4 
* 9 
1 L 


— — _ i 


Book III. DAVID EIS. 


« Bleft be the God of I el who this Day 
c Sent thee to meet, and ſtop me on the Way. 
BZBleſſed be thy Advice: and bleſſed be 
Thou too, for giving it. Whereby thou me 
Prevented haſt from ſhedding Blood ; which I 
To do, had'ſt thou not come, was very nigh. 
] did the Injury too high Reſent : 
* And, to Revenge as high, was fully bent. 
© But now from Thoughts of Violence I ceaſe, 
And gladly ſend thee back again in Peace. 
© Return, fair Dame, return: for I rejoyce, 
That J have heard; and heark'ned to thy Voice. 
Thy Virtues good Impreſſions in me leave; 
And] thy Preſent gratefully receive. 
Thy wiſe Behaviour hath Atonement made, 
For the Offence thy Huſband's Rudeneſs laid. 
Then parting, he unto his Camp retir*d ; 
She to her Houſe : he, her ; ſhe him admir'd. 
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HEN Abigail returned Home, ſhe found 
Nabal kept open Houſe; all things abound 
Ev'n to Profuſion: ſuch a laviſh Feaſt, 


As might have entertain'd a royal Gueſt. 


The Wine fo freely flow'd, and he the Cup 
So often took; ſo often turn'd it up: 


That he, who was the Maſter of the Feaſt, 
Had now transform'd himſelf from Man to Beaſt : 
In high Exceſs he ſpent the jovial Day, 


And ſtupid, now, in Drink he ſnoriog lay. 
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This was no Time to ſpeak to him. But when, 
Next Morn, his little S:»ſe return'd again; 
She in due order, did to him relate 
The Danger he had *ſcap'd : how near his Gate 
David's vindictive Sword had been; how he, 
And all his Houſe were near a Maſſacre. 
How inſtant Danger o'er them all had hung, 
The Cauſe, his Rudeneſs and abuſive Tongue. 


1 
* 
a Py sg a * lis. 


r = 


This he no ſooner heard, but ſtrait the Thought 
Of Danger, he upon himſelf had brought, 
(Though now he knew twas over) ſtruck a Dart 
Into his mean, and too unmanly Heart. | 
His Spirits ſunk : and in ſome Ten Days Time, 
Smote by the Lord, his Life went for his Crime. 


So great a Man, ſo ſtrange a Death, ſo near 

To David's Camp, muſt quickly reach his Ear. 

Which when he heard, he bleſt the Lord, that he 

Had both from Se!f-avenging kept him ber: 

And alſo had, by an immediate Stroke, 

Aveng' d his Cauſe; and Nabal's Heart had teens 

' 

Then recollecting what a goodly Dame : 

(Wich Beauty, Wiſdom, Virtue, Youth and Fame, 

Adorned) Abigail to him appear'd, | 

When (to divert the Storm ſhe juſtiy fear'd) 

She, as a Suppliant, the other Day, 

Although with Tears bedew*d, before him lay: 

Love kindled in his Heart a Noble Flame, 

With honour to eſpouſe the lovely Dame. 
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To her he, therefore, quickly did diſpatch 
Ambaſſadors to treat an happy Match 

Between them ; let her know how chaſte a Flame 
Poſſeſt his Breaſt, and Court her in his Name, 
Conduct her ſafe, that ſhe might be his Wife, 
Partaker of his Fortunes, during Life. 


The Meſſage told: Wiſe Abigail, who knew 
How Great, how Good, howWiſe,howFuſt, howTrac, 
Prince David was ; how pious and how dear 
To God, and alſo to the Crown how near ; 

Did not tate State upon her, nor require 
Time to conſider, and be courted higher. 

But, by an humble Phraſe, expreſt Conſent ; 
And mounting, well attended, with them weat 
To David, who, with Joy, did her receive : 
And each, in Heart, did to the other cleave. 


About this Time too, or not long before, 
David (who long had been afflifted fore, 


For loſs of Michal, and now hopeleſs grown, 
That he ſhould &'er enjoy her as his own) 


Marry'd Abinoam, a goodly Dame, 

Of Jezreel, who out of Judab came, 

So that he now was doubly Wiv'd, and might 
In their ſweet Converſation take Delight. 


At once was David of the Two poſſeſsd, 
With Father's Foy, and Brother's Beauty bleſs'd : 
The firſt by Abigail was ſignifi'd; 

The latter nam'd his Jeſreelitiſb Bride. 
| This 
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This made him Micbal's Abſence better bear; 
Supply'd by Two, ſo virtuous, and ſo fair. 
For ſhe, her cruel Father (more to vex 

Poor David, and his State the more perplex) 
Hd, to another given : and did conſtrain | 
Th' antuilling Dame her Nuptial Bed to ſtain. 


O Impious Man ! who gave her for a Snare 
To David (as he ſtuck not to declare“) 


Which ſhe not proving : In revengefu! Rage 
He to another did her ſoon cngage. 
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Time of Reſpite David had enjoy'd, 
While Samu'l's Funeral the King employ'd. | 
A Time of Joy; wherein he might, at leaſure 
Refreſh himſelt with undiſturbed Pleaſure. 

But now his Troubles haſten on again: 

And he muſt now repeat his former Pain, 

He now for Se!f-Defence had need prepare, 

Leſt Saul be on him e'er he be aware. 
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For Saul to Gibeab was no ſooner come, } 1 
But the falſe Zipbites thither to him run, 1 
Inform him, David doth near them reſide, | 
And in their Woods himſelf, and Men, doth hide: 
Offer their Service, urge the forward King 


To come; and with him Strength enough to brings 
| This 
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This Invitation, added to the Fire 
In Saul's own Breaſt, kindled ſo ſtrong Defire 
Of caking David ; that he forthwith roſe 
From Gi#ab, and in queſlyot David goes: 
| Leading Three Thouſand with him, Men well try'd, 
Valiant and ftrong ; in whom he could confide. 
Theſe he into the Woods of Zipb did draw, 
And pitched in the Hill of Hacbilab. 
David, mean while, informed by his Scouts, 
That Saul lay Camped ſomewhere there-abouts, 
In th* Ev'ning ventur'd from his Hold to try 
Saul's Strength, and Diſpoſition to deſcry. 


Come to the Camp, he ſaw where Sau! did lye, 
Within the Trench, his Spear juſt ſticking by 
His Bolſter; and a Cruſe of Water near, 

His Thirſt ro quench, and Spirits alſo cheer. 
This ſeeing, unobſerv'd ſtrait back he goes; 
Fetches Abiſhai : unto whom he ſhows 

Saul, Abner, all the Soldiers faſt a-ſleep ; 
No Centinel awake, the Watch to keep. 


Fain would Wiſbai give the fatal Stroke, 
To free his Maſter from the Tyrant's Yoke ; 
And much he prefs*d, and hard he begg d for Leave 
Io ſtrike a Blow, might Saul of Life bereave. 


: But Noble David (in whoſe gen'rous Breaſt 
Loyal and pious Principles did reſt) 


Flatly 


Flatly forbad it; ſaying God forbid 

That I ſhould ſo myſelf from Trouble rid. | 
The Lord forbid, that I mine Hand ſhould ftretch | 
Againft the Lord's Ainted. Such a Wretch 
May I n&er be! I'll leave him to the Lord. | 
Who works by various Ways beſides the Sword. 
But take, faid he, his Water- Pot and Spear: 

By waich my Innocency may appear. 
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This, undiſcover'd, done, they both withdrew, 
And from a diſtant Eminence in View, 
To Abner David, loud, directs his Call, 
The gallant Abner, Saus brave General : 


Alarm'd, he ſtarts, and cries, whoſe Tongue doth ring 
So ſhrill? Speak ſoftly : left thou wake the King 


Ah! Art not thou a valiant Man ? but where, 
Said David is thy Vigilance and Care: 
For there came One unto the King's Bed- ſide, 
(Whom none of all your Centinels de ſcry'd) 
By whom the King might have been ſlain, had I 
Not interpos'd. Who now deſerves to die? 
And that the Truth thereof may plain appear, 
See here his Cruſe of Water, and his Spear. 


By this Time Saul, awaking with the Noiſe, 
And ſtartling at the Sound of David's Voice, 
Cry'd, I it thou, my Son? Yes, yes, it is, 
Said David: wherein have I done amiſs? 
Since I to thee, O King, am always true: 
Why? O why thus doſt thou my Life purſue # 


Ay ee MP P ww A MAADI cVvVL ., Tc_ +} }{ TD cc AY 


mw AWTaA,. WL Dutt wa A > HM Z=S e 


Book Hl. DAVID EIS. 85 


If thou thus hunt'ſt me by the Lord's Command, 
May he accept an Off” ring at my Hand. 
ch But if this Miſchief, by the Sons of Men, 
t Be rais'd againſt me, with Deſign, O, then 
Accurſed of the Lord be they, who ſtrive 
J. Me from the Inheritance of God to drive, 
As if they faid ;to other Gods be gone: 


Zet IT reſolve to ſerve the Lord alone, 
And therefore truſt in his Support thro? all, 


That to the Earth my Blood may never fall. 
How mean a Thing it is, that 1ſrae!'s King 
An armed Hoſt into the Field ſhould bring, 
To ſeek a Flea! Are Men of Wiſdom woat, 
With Armies, after Patridges to hunt ! 

No greater I than theſe may counted be, 

It I, great Prince, compared am to thee. 


Not more did David's Rhetorick prevail 
On Saul, than that which never us'd to fail 
With Him, and ſuch as He, the Sight of's Spear 
In David's Hand : whereby he knew how near 
David to him had been, whilſt faſt a-fleep, 
He lay at David's Mercy (none to keep 
TheStroke off trom him) who might withoneBlow 
Have ſent his Soul down to the Shades below; 
Yer did not hurt him. This the better Part 
Of Saul's ill Nature reacwt: and in his Heart 
Kindled a Spark of Gratitude ; from whence 
Sprang an Acknowledgement of his Ofence. 
FF Frankly, as once before, in like Diſtreſs, 
Hi Error, Fully, Sin, he doth confeſs. 
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Son David, I have greatly ſinn'd, ſaid he, 
I beg thy Pardon : pray, Return to me. 4 
Full well I know, that I have play'd the Ful, 
And broke the Precepts taught in Virtue's School, 
But never more will I againſt thee riſe : , 
Becauſe my Life was precious in thine Eyes. 


The Lord, ſaid David, once again had put 
Thee in my Pow'r. Ieas'ly might have cut 
Thy Thread aſunder. God fo deal with me, 
As I have Faithful been, and K:xd to thee. 


When David ceas'd, Saul did his Bleſſing give: 
Wiſhing he in Profperity might live. 

Then parting, Saul returned to his Place, 

And David to his Camp directs his Pace. 


The End of the Sxco xn Book. 
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Ong had the Hebrew Common Wealth been torn 
By Civil Fars, ſince firſt the ſacring Horn 

On David's Head, from Rev*rend Sammel's Hand, 
Had empti'd been by God's expreſs Command. 
While the tall Son of Xi, with armed Force 
Begirt (the Flow'c of 1/rae!'s Foot and Horle) 
L, Left nothing attempted, to bring down 
The Son of Jeſ', the Rival of his Crown: 
The Princely Youth, by Envy doom'd to fall, 
Becauſe his Virtues far exceeded Saul: 
Who can recount the Zeonardees, which he 
Was daily in, while he was fain to flee: 
From Cave to Rock ; from one Hold to another, 
And Safety for his aged Sire and Mother 
In Moab ſeek ; himſelf enforc'd to fly 
To Aebiſb, Iſraz!s utter Enemy | 
Who the great Philiſtin ſo lately flew, 
Is glad now to a Philiſtin to ſue 


Far 
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For Shelter; driven, by domeſtick Foes, 

7 To beg, from foreign Enemies, Repoſe. 
| Adullum, Mizpeb, Hareth, Keilab, Ziph, 

Zu gedi, Paren, and the craggy Cliff 


Witneſs the Hardſhips born by Fe/#'s Seed. 


A Sabbath now of Years was fully run, 
Since David's cauſeleſs Troubles firſt begun 
When the Almighty, having throughly prov'd 
The Faith and Love of him he throughly lov'd. 
Said, *Tis enongh And with that Word decreed 
The Means, whereby his David ſhould be freed. 


The Pbiliſtines again invade the Land, 
The tall, but trembling King is ata ſtand, 
From God departed, he of God is left, 
Ot Counſel, and of Courage both, bereft. 
What Courſe, in this ſo great a Streight, to ſteer 
He wiſt not; *twixt Neceſſity and Fear. 


Counſel did uſe to flow, was gone to Reſt. 
God, nor by URIM did, in that Extream, 


Though ſought unto, In vain doth Man exper 
Deliv' rance by the Hand he doth reject. 


Deſerted thus of God, the faithleſ King 
Himſelf upon th* Infernal Pow'rs doth fling ;. 
Conſults a Fitch, and her imploys to raiſe 
The Prophet Samuel; who many Days 


Of Hachilah, the Rocks, where wild Goats breed, 


The Prophet, from whoſe Heaven-inſpired Breaſt, 


Vouchſafe to give an Anſwer, nor by DRZ; 
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Had with his Fathers ſlept. O blinded Wretch! 

To think a filly Witch had Pow'r to fetch 5 
A /acred Prophet from his peaceful Reſt; 

8 Devils after Death, could Saints moleſt. 


Yet by the Apparition which ſhe brought, 
Was Saul of his approaching Ruin taught; 
And found it true. The Pbiliſtines prevail'd, 
The Strength of [el with their Courage faiPFd : 
Numbers were ſlain; the Reſt with Terror fled, 
And SauPsThree Sons were foundamong the Dead; 
He ſorely wounded, and in Blood imbru'd, 

By Chariots and by Horſemen cloſe purſu'd, 
Bids his own Squire (leſt he ſhould be abuyd) 
Diſpatch him quite ; but he thro? Fear refus'd ; 
Deſpair then prompting, on his Sword he fell ; 
Who durſt againſt the King of Kings rebel. 


Such was the End of diſobedient Saul, 
Whom God the firſt to [ael!'s Crown did call. 
For not performing God's expreſs Command, 
Periſh he muſt. And that by his own Hand. 
He that ſpar*d Agag, doom'd by God to Death, 
Wich his own Hand, lets out his vital Breath. 


Monarchs, beware. Let this great Monarch's F 5 
For ever be a Warning to you all. 
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Hile this ſo great Diſcomfiture befel, 
For their King's Sake, the Hoſt of [7ae! 
While Streams of reeking Blooddid float the Plain, 


And Gilboa was loaded with the Slain : 
The all-commanding Providence took Care 


| 


That his Anointed Prince ſhould not be there : 
And by an extraordinary Way 
Kept him from Danger, and from Guilt that Day. 


The great Diſpoſer of all human Things, 

Who, at his Pleafure, makes, and unmakes Kings; | 
Who hath the Hearts of Princes in his Hand, 

And can our Foes, to be our Friends, command; 
He had the Heart of Gath's fierce King inclin'd 
To be to David, in Affliction, kind. 


Acbiſb did Ziklag unto David give, 

Where be, with his Retinue, ſafe might live: 
Heap'd Favours on him, promis'd great Rewards z 
No leſs than to be Captain of bis Guards. 

But he muſt to the Battle with him go, 

And help to give his King an Overthrow. 


How great a Straight muſt David now be in, 


Having no other Choice, than Death, or Sin 
Death | 


* 
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Death, if he ſhould refuſe to fight: and Sin, 

In fighting Vel for the Philiſtin. 

Thus ſorely exercis d, it may be gueſt, 

Such Thoughts as theſe might fill his troubledBreaſt. 


How can I draw my Sword againſt my King, 
And not upon myſelt the Od' um bring 
Of foul Rebellion ! I who never durſt 
Attempt his Life; although he ſought mine firſt, 
I dare not (knowing him by God appointed) 
Stretch forth mine Hand againſt the Lord's 

Anointed. 

I] well recall, how I within was ſmote, 
When I but cut the Skirt from off his Coat. 
What may I then expect, but Wrath divine, 
If he ſhould fall by any Stroke of mine ! 


But ſay, the King were ſafe: Yet how can I, 
Whoſe Sword hath Troops of Philiſtines made fly; 
Who purchas'd Michal with the parted Skins 
Of four times Fifty flaughter*d Philiftins : 

I, who the daring'ſt Champ'on of their Crew 
(They looking on) in ſingle Combat flew ; 
And (God afliſting) with a ſingle Sling, 
Deliv*rance did unto my Country bring: 

Shall I now for the Philiſtines go fight, 

And draw my Sword againſt an 1/elite ! 
Shall I aſſiſt God's Heritage to bring 

In Thraldom to th* uncircumciſed King! 
Shall I, upon myſelf, incur the Guilt 

Of all the Blood which may that Day be ſpilt 
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Irael ! The Lord forbid, that I 
ould ever yield to ſuch a Villany. 


But yet, if I refuſe my Men to lead 


With Achiſþ to the Field: and cannot plead 


A 


fair Excuſe ; what can I think, but he 


Will thenceforth treat me as his Enemy 
What can I then expect for me, and mine, 
But reſent Death ! Or that he will confine 
Myſelf and Men in Priſon cloſe, until 


He may our Blood with ling'ring Torments ſpill. 


Shall I, this Miſchief to prevent, comply 


With his Commands, at leaſt-wiſe ſeemingly ! 
Shall I unto my preſent Fortune yield, 


A 


nd briſkly draw my Forces to the Field; 


Shall I with Acbiſb to the Battle go; 
As if I were to 1ſrael a Foe: 


T 
A 


hen, when the Battle's joyned, wheel about, 
nd help to give the Philiſtines a Raus! 


No! That were baſe : And J had rather die, 


T 


han ſtain mine Honour with ſuch Treachery. 


Exil'd from mine own Land, I hither fled, 
To ſeek a Shelter for my hunted Head. 

I found a kind Reception with this Prince : 
And in his Favcur I have ſtood e'er ſince. 
To me his Bounty hath extended been, 
No leſs than if I were a Philiſtine. 


In me he doth repoſe a ſpecial Trujt : 
And God forbid I ſhould be leſs Hh n juſt. 


Ungrateful 
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Ungrateful, to a Proverb, I ſhould be, 
Should I betray him to his Enemy. 

Death rather chooſe ! than ſuch an Infamy 
On David, on an {/raelite ſhould lye. 
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While David thus did many Thoughts revolve, 
Not knowing what, with Safety to reſolve : | 
(Save, in the Rear, with Acbiſb on to go, 

And wait on God, for Counſel what to do ; ) 
The God of David his D-liv*rance wrought, 
And fairly him from this Dilemma brought. 


The Princes of the Philiſtines, to whom 

Their King's new Favourite was now become 

An Eye, ſore; not well pleas'd before to ſee 
 Court-Favours heap*d upon a Refugee: 

And now, obſerving, that their eaſie King 

Not only David, and his Men did bring 

To Battle; but had rang'd them by his Side, 
As if in them he chiefly did confide ; 

Their Emulation could no longer hide, 
| But, with a diſcontented Murmur, cry'd, 
| What do theſe Hebrews here ! The King would fain 
| Their Diſcontents allay : but try'd in vain. 

The more he David's Courage, Conduct, prais'd : 
The more againſt him he their Choler rais'd. 
Their Wrath brake forth. This Fellow make, ſaid 
Return unto bis Place ; leſt he betray [they, 
Us, in the Heat of Fight : and, by that Wie, 
Himſelf unto his Maſter reconcile. 
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For, by what Means, can he procure his Peace 
With Saul, ſo well as by the Heads of theſe ? 
Command him therefore back : for ſurely know, 
He ſhall not, with us, to the Baltle 20. 

They ſtoutly urge. The King is fain to yield: 
And David forthwith is diſmiſt the Field. 


Thus God, when he his Saints hath throughly try'd, 


Can Ways unthought for their Eſcape provide. 
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OY now abounding in his !hankfu! Heart, 
Zeſſes fair Son doth from the Camp depart, 
And towards Ziklag, with a nimble Pace, 
_ Marches; his loyal Cox/orts to embrace. 


But, e're the Sun thrice fer, his Joy was check'd, 


By a Diſſaſter he did leaſt expect. 


Approaching near the Place, where ſtood theTown, 


To his Surprize he found it levell'd down, 

. Burnt to the Ground, and in its Aſhes laid, 
And all that was therein away convey'd. 
No living Soul was left that might inform 
Who were the Authors of this diſmal Storm. 


Who can conceive the Horror that poſſeſs'd 
On that afflicting Sight, poor David's Breaſt ! 


| 
Amaz'dhe ſtood, like one that's ſtruck withThander, „ ) 


F Pd with Afoniſhment, and Vlent Wonder. 


His 
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His Blood retiring to his /rembling Heart, 

Left a cold Sweat upon each outward Part. 
Heart-rending Sorrows did, without Controul, 
Impriſon all the Powers of his Soul. 

Grief forc'd a Vent at laſt, and out did pour, 
Thorough his fainting Eyes, an eaſing Show'r ; 
Tears flow'd amain : He wept, until the Store 
Of Tears was ſpent ; and he could weep no more. 
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When Sighs did Paſſage to his Grief afford, 
And Speech was to his falt ring Tongue reſtor'd : 
He more obdurate muſt have been than Stone, 
Whoſe Heart had not been tend*red with his Man. 
The Loſs of Ziklag ſomething was; much more 
That of the People, with their wealthy Store : 
But, with the deepeſt Groans, he did bewail 
His loft Abinoam and Abigail. 

His Sorrows to compleat, his little Hoſt 
(For there was no Man that had nothing loſt) 
Were on the Point to Mutiny, and fall, 

With Stones, upon their guiltle General. 


His Reaſon now did to return begin, 
Out of that Stapor Griet had plung'd it in; 
And calling back, with nimble Diligence, 
His Spirits, and his intellect'al Senſe: 

His Piety did firſt itſelf exert: 
Sure Token of a right religious Heart. 


Fear, Bane of noble Actions, off he ſhakes, 
And in the Lord his God, fre Courage takes. 
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His Blood enkindles, and his Spirits boil | ; 
With ſtrong Defire to regain the Spoil, 

The living Spoil, (if Life did yet remain 

In his Two Conſorts, and their youthful Train) 
His flaming Eye ſparkles an angry Threat, 

And juſt Revenge his active Pulſes beat. 


Yet would he not on this Adven/ure move, 
Till he had try'd how God would it approve. 


How happy ſhould we be! How would Succeſs 
Crown all our Actions! How would Heav*n bleſs 


Our Effays, if in all we undertake, 
We firſt the Lord our Counſellor would make. 


The Prieſt is call'd. The ſacred Ep5od brought; 
God's Counſel, in his own Direction, ſought ; 
The Anſwer is propitious. Out he went, 

With his Six Hundred Men. Tuo Hundred ſpent 
With their hard March, were by the Reſt forſook; 
Not able to get over Be/or-Brook. 


Not far had David, with the Reſt, advanc'd, 
When an Egyptian, in the Field, they chanc'd 
To find; who, being fick, and Hunger pin'd, 
Was by thoſe ſacking Rovers left behind. 

Him they refreſhed with long-wanted Food ; 
And by him, when recover'd, underſtood, 
That their Old Enemy, th* Amalekite, 

It was, had done them this ſo great Deſpite. 
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By him too, Oath of Safety firſt be*ng giv'n, 
(Oaths then were lawful, by the God of Heav'n) 
Was David guided to the Place, where they 

In jovial Merriment ſecurely lay. 

Of Ziklag's Dainties they a Feaſt had made, 

And, with their Plunder, drove a merry Trade; 
From Eating, they to Dancing tell, and Drinking ; 
How ſoon they mult the Rect' ning pay, not thinking, 
When, on a ſuddain, David in doth pour 

His Men upon them, like a Thunder-Show'r. 


Could you obſerve in what a furious Way, 
A Lion leaps upon his trembling Prey: 
So on the Amalekites the Hebrews flew, 
Than Lions fiercer ; having in their View 
Their captiv'd Wives and Children, and the Fire 
Of ſmoaking Zitlag, to inflame their Ire. 


The Slaughter 'till the next Day's Ev'ning held, 
The Earth with Slain was cover'd; Rivers {we}!"d 
With Blood of Amalek, that thither ran; 

For of them all eſcaped not a Man, 
Except Four Hundred who, (perhaps by Night} 
On Camels mounted, ſav'd themſelves by Flight. 


During the Time this bloody Work did laſt, 
The Capiive Dames, with Hands and Eyes up-caſt, 
Implor'd the God of Jrael to bleſs 
The Arms of their Deliv'rers with Succeſs. 
Bur when deſtroy'd they ſaw their Enemies, 
Their bankful Joy brake through their /parkiing 
| Eyes. And, 
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And, as Ax ROME DA, when, from her Chain 
Releas d, the ſaw the fright/ul Monſter lain: 
So look*d Abinoam, ſo Abigau, 

When they their deareſt David ſaw prevail. 


The Slaughter over, and the Field now clear'd, 
So that no living Enemy appear'd ; 
The Yifors, and their nc redeemed Dames 
(Thoſe Love, theſe Love and Gratitude infla mes) 
Together run, with nimble-footed Paces, 
And claſp each other, in moſt ſweet Embraces. 
When they had paid the Debt long due to Love, 
The Hebrew Captain did from thence remove: 
And toward Ziklag took again his way, 
With his recover'd Spoil, and with the Prey 
Of Amalek. To Befor-Breok they bend, 
Where his recruited Men did him attend. 
To them, as to the Reſt, he doth divide 
Their Share o' th* Booty: and to Ziklag hy'd: 
From whence he, of the Spoil, unto his Friends, 
in all the Coaſts about, rich Preſents ſends. 


— 
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WO Days in Zik/ag now had David ſtay'd, 
1 To view the Ruins which the Fire had made. 
But moſt his Thoughts on Vael's Camp did run, 
And fear'd the worſt; not knowing what was done: 
When on the Third, lo, one with Running ſpent, 
{Earth on his Head, and all his Garments rent) 


Came 


* 


— 4 


| Came from the Camp, and falling at his Feet, 
Did with good News, as he ſuppos'd, him greet. 


He told, how [/-ael from the Battle fled ; 
That of the Soldiers Multitudes were dead : 
That Saul and Jonathan his Son, were lain. 
At thoſe great Names, David could not refrain: 
But forthwith ask'd him, by what means he knew 
What he reported of Saul's Death was true. 
He, hoping ſome Advantage would accrue, 
Confeſs'd his Prince, at his Requeſt, he flew : 

And to confirm the Truth of what he faid, 

| Saul's Crown and Brac let at his Feet he laid. 


As one that ſtooping ſomething up to take, 
Claps his unwary Hand upon a Snake, 

Doth with a ſuddain Fright, firſt backward ſtart 

| (His ſcared Blood retiring to his Heart) 

Then, at a farther Diftance, trembling ſtands, 
With fainting Countenance, and Palfied Hands: 
So ſtartled David at th' unlook'd for Sight 

Of chat which ſome would gaze on with Delight, 
Th' Imperial Crown ; by which he ſurely knew, 

| That what the Fellow told him was too true. 
Grief ſeiz'd his Spirit. He with Garments torn, 
Together with his Men, for Sau! did mourn. 

For Saul he mourn'd, though Saul to him had been 
A fiercer Foe, than any Philiſtin. 

For Saul he mourn*d,though Saul his Life had ſought 
And him into extreameſt Dangers brought. 


Fo: 
* 
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Er Saul be d ihongh by the Death of Cal, 
He knew the Kingdom unto him would fall. 
Thus gea'rous Minds, &en with their Enemies, | 
In adverſe Fortunes can't but ſympathize. 


For Jonathan, as for an only Brother, 
Or as a Virgin for her conſtant Lover : 
So mourned he, For *twixt them two had paſt | 
A Friendſhip, that beyond the Grave muſt laſt. 
Immortal Friendſhip ! Never Two were twin'd 
More clofe ; they had Two Bodies; but One Mind. 
Patraclus to Achilles was leſs dear. 
Hylas to Hercules not half fo near. 
Not Pylades cid more Oreſtes love: 
Nor Damon to his Pytbias truer prove. 
To Piritbous more cloſe not Theſeus 
Did cleave ; nor Ni/us to Euryalus. 
T han did to David Princely Jonathan, | 
From the bleſt Day their Friendſhip firſt began, 


T heir Souls were ſo commix'd that none could tel] 
Which lov'd moſt truly; either lov'd ſo well. 


Jonathan's Love to David ſtrongly ran: | 
And David's flo w'd as ſtrong to Forathan. 7 
So that, &en yet, we, in a Proverb have it, 

[Strong as the Loves of Jonathan and David] 

*T was for his Friend; for ſuch a Friend, as Man 
Scarce had before: Twas for his Jonathan ( 
That David mourn'd. And whgenough could moan 
The Death, untim?ly Death, of ſuch an Oae. 


But 
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But, from Particulars, his Grief did call 
To Mourning, for the Tribes in general. 
The Houſe of Jrael was wounded deep, 
What 1 lite could hear it, and not weep ! 
Not weep a Flood ! the People of the Lord 
Are fallen by th' Uncircumciſed's Sword. 
| This to his Sorrow ſet the Fload-gates ope: 
And to his melting Grief gave boundleſs Scope: 


Nor would his ſingle Sorrow ſerve the Turn: 
But all his Men together with him mourn. 
Saul's Death and Fonathar's he did not fail, 

In moſt pathetick Language, to bewall : 
But ſure, the ſtiſling Grief, that fill'd his Breaſt 
For Vel, could not be in Words expreſt. 


When Sorrow now its force had ſomewhat ſpent, 

And flowing Tears to Grief had given vent: 

The Meſſenger, who did the Tidings bring, 

Having confeſt that he did kill the King, 
Was, ſelf- convicted, unto Death appointed, 

And kill'd, for having ſlain the Lord's Anointed. 
That Juſtice done, David from Ziklag roſe, 
By God's Direction; and to Hebron ges. 


CHAP. 
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AIL! Noble Hero, Favourite of Heaven, 

To whom a Royal Diadem is given 
Welcome to Hebron! Lo, thy People bring 
Their Preſents to their new. elected King. 


No ſooner was it known, that Jeſes Son 
Had Ziklag left, and was to Hebron gone 

But Judab's Nobles thither did reſort : 

And, with a ſplendid Train, did fill his Court. 
» Fudah, the Tribe to which he did belong: 
*Zadab, the Tribe of all the Tribes moſt ſtrong. 


The Men of Fudab, as with one Conſent, 
From all their Cities unto Hebron went. 


His fafe Arrival to Congratulate. 

No ſooner met, but David they anſtal 
King over Judab, in the Room of Saul. 
The facred Oil they on his Temples ſhed : 
And ſet the Imperial Crown upon his Head. 
The Court they make and all the City ring 
With joyful Acclamations to their King. 


Scarce were the Coronation Triumphs ver : 
Scarce the new King his Diadem had wore : 


They went, with Hearts full of Affection fraight 3 
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When he again muſt draw his late ſheath'd Sword. 
Short are the Joys external Things afford. 


A Son of Saul's ſurviv'd his Father*s Death, 
Twice Twenty Years of Age, nam'd 1fboſbeth. 
Him Abner did to Mahanaim bring; 

And o'er the Houſe of Vel made him King: 


Thus HVrael and Fudah were divided, 

Whilſt either Party with their own King ſided. 
Hence Civil Wars between the Tribes aroſe : 
And former Friends degen'rate into Foes. 
They that were link*%d by Nature, and by Grace; 
Each other now in hoſtile Manner chaſe, 

The Sword devoureth Kin on either Side : 

And Hebrews Hands in Hebrews Blood are dy'd. 


* 


When long theſe hateful Civil Wars had laſted, 
And 1/els Strength was thereby greatly waſted, 
(For weaker grew the Houſe of Saul, the longer 
The War endurꝰd, and David's Houſe grew ſtronger) 
Then awful Providence, by Means unthought, 
The Var, and Faction, to a Period brought. 


To Rizpah, who had been Sar!”s Concuhine, 
*T was thought that Abner did too much incline. 
This 1Þb2/b:th refenting with Diſdain, 

Charg'd Abner that with Rizpab he had lain. 
High-ſtomach'd Abner, who could nothing brook 
That couch*d his Honour, ſuch Diſpleaſure rook 
Ar 


- 
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p 4 At this Reproach ; that he reſolv'd to bring 


All Jrael over unto Fudah's King. 

Nor would he in a Covert Manner go 

To work: but boldly told his Maſter ſo. 
Forthwith to David Meſſengers he fent 

To make his Peace ; and then in Perſon went 
To Hebron: after he had firſt inclin'd 

The 17 elitifh Princes to his Mind. 


Him David graciouſly receiv'd, and made 
A Royal Entertainment while he ſtaid : 
And then in Peace diſmiſs'd him, to effect 


The grand Affair, which Abner did project. 


Not far from Hebron yet was Abner gone 
When Foab entred (David's Siſter's Son) 
Who, on ſome Military Enterprize, 

Had abſent been, againſt the Enemies, 


Wich David's Men of War (for, over all 


His Uncle's Forces he was General) 
And, having giv'n his Enemy the Foil »-# 
Was juſt returned laden with the Spoil. 


When Joab heard, that Abner had been there 
Receiv*d, and ſent away again. with Care: 
His Paſſion roſe fo high, it made him fling 
Undutiful Reflections on his King. 
Zeal he pretended for his Prince's State. 
But underneath did lurk Revenge and Hate. 
For *twas not long before, at Gibeon Fight, 
That Abner and his Men be ng put to Flight; 
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Aſahel, Foab's Brother, him ſo hard 

Purſu*d, that Abner, ſtanding on his Guard, 
In's own Defence, and ſore againſt his Will, 
To fave himſelf, was forc'd the Youth to kill. 
His Brother's Blood, in Foad's Eye till reeks, 
And he a Seaſon to revenge it ſeeks. 


He after Abner ſends, in David's Name, 
(Unknown to David) to return, —He came. 
Deceitful Joab receiv'd him at the Gate, 

(With ſeigned Kindneſs hiding inward Hate) 
As if he had ſome Secret to impart, 
Took him aſide, and ſtabb'd him to the Heart. 


Thus fell the valiant Abner, thus did die 
A brave Commander, through baſe Treachery. 
Thus princely Joab did his Honour ſtain 
With Abner's Noble Blood, ignobly ſlain. 


When unto David's Ear the News was brought, 
Of the foul Murther, by his Nephew wrought, 
It pierc'd his Royal Heart; apt Words he lack'd 
To ſpeak his juſt Abhorrence of the Fat: © 
Yet, in unſtrained Terms, himſelf he free'd 
From being Conſcious of ſo foul a Deed. 


© I, and my Kingdom, guiltleſs are, he faid, 
Of Abner's Blood: on Joab be it laid! 
And may it on his Houſe for ever reſt ! 
* May Sword or Famine him and his infeſt ! 


H May 
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May his Poſterity be never free 
From leprous Ulcer, or Infirmity! 


Then for the Funeral he Order gave, 
And wept a Show*r of Tears on Abner's Grave. 
Joab to rend his Cloaths, he did command, 
And at the Grave, begirt with Sackcloth, ſtand. 
After the Bier himſelf in Mourning went, 
And, in an Eleg#,, his Grief did vent, 
The People join their Tears ; o'er Abner weep, 
And, for his Death, a ſolemn Mourning keep. 


CHAP VL 


OO late did 1&bohheth his Error find, 
In having alienated Abner's Mind, 
From his Affairs: too late did he repent 
His haſty Raſhneſs, when he ſaw the Event. 


*T was not without good Cauſe, that Nature [c: 
A double Guard before the Tongue: and yet 
That nimble Member (it's too often found) 

Nor Lips, nor Teeth can keep within its bound : 
But out it breaks. A few unwary Words 

More Miſchief do, than twice as many Swords. 
Saul's inconſid'rate Son, tis like, ne*er thought 
His Taunt would ſuch a dire Effect have wrought. 
But Martial Spirits no Afront can brook, 


That on their Honour, like a Stain doth 2 
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And therefore even Kings themſelves had need, 
How they their Subjects diſoblige, take heed. 


When Fame had founded Abner's haſty Death 
Into the Ears of drooping 1/-boſheth, 
A Trembling ſeiz'd him, and his Spirits fail; 
His Hands grew feeble, and his Face grew pale : 
And he, though yet no Danger did appear, 
Himſelf abandon'd to unmanly Fear. 
This abject Mind made ſome negle& him more, 
Who did not over-value him before. 


Two Sons of Rimmon (the Beerotbite, 
The Of-ſpring of the wily Gibeonite) 
Were under [þ-boſpeth, in ſome Command: 
Each was, perhaps, the Captain of a Band. 
heſe, by ſome Means, Intelligence had got, 
That VVael's Princes a Revit did plot, 
And hoping to advance their Fortunes higher, 
For David, did againſt their Lord conſpire. 


Their Prince into his Chamber had retir'd, 
As there, at Noon, the ſultry Clime' requir'd : 
And, being both with Heat and Grief oppreſt, 
Hd throwa himſelf upon his Bed to reſt. 

The reſolute Aſa/ines thither came 

(One Baanah ſtiPd, Rechab the other's Name.) 

Poor IV beth, aſleep ſupinely lay; 

Him, on his Bed, che Traitors baſcly ſlay. 

Then, from his bleedingCorps, his Head they take ; 

And, thro' the Plain, with Speed for Hebron make. 
H 2 _. Ainvd 
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Arriv'd, to David forthwith they addreſs: 
And, in ſuch Terms as theſe, themſelves expreſs. 
Behold, Great Prince, be Head of Iſh-boſheth, 
The Son of Saul, thy Fo, who ſought thy Death. 
And inſtantly the mangled Head they ſhew'd, 

A ghaſtly Sight, in purple Gore imbru'd ! 

The Sight ſtruck Horror in the Standers by : 

But Indignation flam'd in David's Eye. 

He paus d: then witha Tone that made them quake 
To this Effect he to the Traytors ſpake. 


* As the Lord lives co hath my Soul, ſaid he, 
* Redeemed out of all Aaverſity; 
] ben one to Ziklag came, and Tidings brought 
* That Saul was dead (who, for hisT idings thought, 
He, at my Hand, a good Reward ſhould gain) 
I caus'd bim to be ſeized on, and ſlain. 
ow much more then, when wicked Men have ſhed 
A KRigbteous Perſon's Blood, on his Bed, 
In his own Houſe : Shall I not now require 
Of you hisBlood; and make your Death your Hire?” 


This ſaid, at his Command, his ready Guard, 
The Treaſon, with the Traitors Death, reward. 
Their Hands and Feet cut off, upon a Spear 
Were harg'd in publick, to make others fear. 
This Juſtice done to M- boſbeth, his Head 
In Abner's Sepulchre was buried. 


The 1/aelitih Elders, who before 


To David did incline ; do now much more. + 
Their 
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Their Way is open'd by th* untimely Death 
Of their own King, unhappy Ihbeſheth. 
Their Journey therefore they to Hebron take, 
And to this Purpoſe unto David ſpake. 


Behold, Great Prince, ti Bone and Fleſb are ue; 
And e en while Saul was King, yet Thou waſt be 
That led us out, and brought us in again : 

Be pleaſed therefore over us to Reign. 
For God hath ſaid, Thou ſhalt my People feed: 
And be a Captain over Ir'els Seed. 


Their Meſſage David, with Majeſtick Grace, 
Receiv'd; and all the Elders did embrace. 
A ſolemn League before the Lord they make : 
That he not them, nor they ſhould him forſake. 
Then forth the conſecrated Oz! they bring, 
And over Jrael Anoint him King. 
All Hearts are glad. Joy reigns in ev'ry Eye: 
Which Shouts, and publick Triumphs teſtify. 
The vocal Nymph the News to Fame reports, 
Whoſe Trumpet ſounds it into Foreign Courts. 


When the Solemmities were at an End, 
Which on the Coronation did attend, 
And all Things ſettled ; the twice Crowned King 
A royal Army to the Field did bring: 
Wherewith th' inſulting Febuſites he beat; 
And made Jeruſalem his royal Seat: 
The Philiſtines he ſmote, who were io bold, 
To come and brave him, even in his Hold. 
H 3 The 
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The Moabites he fully did ſubdue. 
And mighty Hadad-zer overthrew. 
The Edomites he tributary made. 


And Syria having ſmarted, was afraid. 
Abuſive Ammon he chaſtiz*'d, and tam'd : 


And, for his Proweſs, through the Eaſt was fam'd. 


And yet not more for that, than for his Love, 
To Fonathan, which did itſelf approve 
Long after Fon2than, unhappy Prince, 

In Battle fel]; not for his own Offence, 
Bur for his Father's. Friendſbip that is brave 
Dath Death ſurvive; and lives beyond the Grave. 


David, now having got a little Reſt, 
Bethinks him how his Love may be expreſt 
To Jonathan, his dear deceaſed Friend, 
In his Poſterity : And, to that End, 
Enquires, if any yet remain'd of all 
Deſcended from the Family of Saul, 
To whom he, for the ſake of Jonathan, 
Might Kindneſs ſhew. They call ro mind a Man 
Whoſe Name was Ziba: Him they ſeek and bring, 
To Court; and ftraitway he inform'd the King, 
That Jonathan had yet a Son, by Name 
Mepbibaſbetb, who of his Feet was lame. 
For he, poor Child, when Tidings came that Saul 
And Jonathan were lain, receiv'd a Fall 
Out of his Nurſes Arms ; when, in the Fright, 
She ſought to ſave him by too haſty Flight. 


— —— ———_ 
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And make the beſt of't, to his utmoſt Skill; 
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By which Diſaſter he, alas ! became 
A Cripple ever ; both his Feet were lame. 


Him David ſent for ; and, with ſpecial Grace 
Receiving, did at his own Table place : 
Aſſuring him, he, for his Father's ſake, 
Like Care of him, as of his own would take. 
Then all his Grandfather's and Father's Lands 
Reſtoring to him: Ziba he commands 
To take the Charge thereof ; the Land to till, 


And bring the Profits to his Maſter's Son, 
That he, in handſome Port might live thereon.. 


Mephiboſheth, with Kindneſs overcome, 
Tho' lame in Feet, was neither rude, nor dumb: 
But, both by Geſture, and Expreſſion, ſnew'd 
The higheſt Marks of humble Gratitude. 


2 
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HE higheſt Pitch of Honour now attain'd 
By David, and the Sov'reign Power gain'd: 
Thrice had the conſecrating Oyl been ſhed, 
In ſolemn wiſe, on his Majeſtick Head. | 
His Temples cinctur'd with a double Crown, 
The Houſe of Saul, his Rival, quite brought down. 
His Enemies of him did ſtand in awe. 


And to his Neigbbours round he gave the Law. 


H 4 His 
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His Arms brought Congueſt home. His very Name 


Struck Terror, where his Armies never came. 
Secure he fate, upon his awful Throne: 

By others fear'd: Beloved by his own. 

All Things, to make him happy, did conſpire. 
In want of nothing Reaſon could defire. 


But how un/afe is Greatneſs! Ah, how nigh 
Unto Proſperity doth Danger lye ! 
Beguiling Pleaſures do, on Greatneſs wait, 
And Vice ſtill lurking lies at Pleaſure's Gate. 
If in it flips (And hard it is, I doubt 
Where Pleaſures have free Courſe, to keep it out) 
Virtue it doth inſenſibly deſtroy, 
And brings forth treble Grief tor fingle Foy. 
This David found: and e're he was aware, 
Was taken and betray'd in Pleaſure's Snare: 


It came to paſs, one Evening, when the Heat 
Abated was (which, in that Clime, was great) 
That David from his easful Bed aroſe ; 

And to his Palace Roof for Air he goes. 
There walking too and fro, his wandring Eye 
A naked Woman, bathing, did eſpy. 


The Sight ſurpriz'd him. Yet he Pleaſure took, 
On that attractive Object ſtill to look: 


For ſcarcely had he ſeen fo fine a Creature, 
For Shape, Compl-&ton, and for lovely Feature. 


He look and burnt: He burnt and look'd again, 


Muſt keep a tritt, and conſtant Guard within. 


By him he underſtood, the beauteꝰ us Dame 


How miſerable is that Prince's State, 
On whom a Sett of Paraſites do wait 
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Poor David's Nature now ſet all on Fire, 
His Breaſt enflaming with undue Deſire, * 


Nor Power had from looking to refrain. 
His Ayes betray'd his Heart. Now yield he muſt 
Himſelf a Captive to unruly Luft. 


Ah! How unſafe it is to let the Eye 
Into the Privacies of Women pry ! 
How dangerous to let the Devil catch 
The Mind a roving, from its inward Watch! 
David was guarded ſtrong enough, no doubt, 
To hinder any Miſchief from without. 
But he that will ſecured be from Sin 


Now all his Thoughts poor David doth imploy, 
The Party how to find, and to enjoy. 
He makes Inquiry; and doth quickly find 
One, that knew both the Woman, and his Mind. 


Was Ammiel's Daughter: Batb-ſpeba her Name. 
And that ſhe was the brave Wiab's Wife, 
(Uriah lov'd her as he lov'd his Life) 

This known, the King, impatient of Delay, 
Sends Meſſengers: The Woman they betray, 
And bring her to him. She by him conceives. 
And then, returning home, the Palace leaves. 


How 
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How ſad is his Condition who muſt truſt 

Such, as will pandar to his lawleſs Luſt ! 

Had they, whom David ſent the Dame to bring, 
Been worthy of a Place about a King; 

They would have run the Hazard of his Blame, 
To fave their Maſter from ſo foul a Shame. 

They would have repreſented to his View | 

That ous Evil in its proper Hew. 

They would havetry'd all Means; have ſtrove, have 


And, rather than have acted, diſabey'd. [pray d: 
But ah! ſuch faithful Courtiers are as rare, 


As Crows in Streams, or Fiſhes in the Air. 


No Help from his had David. They he ſent 
Were in ſo bad a Work, t diligent. 

He ſpake the Word, they ran; their Errand tell: 
Prevail, the Woman bring; by her be fell. 
He fell, who had ſuch high Attainments known, 
To whom ſuch ſpecia! Favours God had ſhown. 
He who ſo late before the Ark did dance, 
Now could not ſtand againſt a Woman's Glance, 
Surpriz'd by a Temptation, down he fe)! ; 
Who the /weet Singer was of Iſrael. 

He, trom the holy Path, aſide did ſtart ; 
Who, once, a Man was after God's own Heart. 


Ah! who can hope, when ſuch Men tall, to ſtand 
Without an eminent ſupporting Hand 


Our Life's a War : Temptations all aſſail: 
And, without frong Reſiſtance, will prevail. 


2 
- 
N. * 
* 
— 
1 


— — — 


Book III. DAVID EIS. 115 


Not Kings, we fee, can ſtand; however good 
They are, when once they yield 10 Fleſh and Blood. 


After fair Bath-ſheba had been at home 
Time long enough to know ; her fruitful Womb 
(By which ſhe was not apt to be beguiPd) 
Gave her Aſſurance, that ſe was with Child. 
Forthwith ſhe private Notice thereof ſent 
To David; publick Scandal to prevent. 
This put poor David to his Shifts to find 
How he the Huſband, and the World might blind. 


CH AP. VII. 


EAN while Uriabfrom his Home had been, 
Seeking, immortal Fame, by Arms to win. 

Him David ftraitway ſent for home, that he 

A Cloke to their Aduitery might be: 

Unthinking that he then muſt be too late, 

To cover an Amour of ſuch a Date. 


No ſooner good Uriah did receive 
The King's Command: but forthwith taking leave 
Of Joab, to the Court his Courſe he bent; 
And to his Sovereign did himſelf preſent. 
The King enquires : Uriah doth relate 
Both Joab's Welfare, and the Armie's State. 


When he had made an End, and Night came on, 


The King {impatient till he ſaw him gone) 


Diſmiſt 


116 DAVID EIS. Book III. 


Diſmiſt him; and advis'd him haſte to make 
Down to his Houle : and there Refreſbment take. 


Then from his Preſence forth Uriah went ; 
And after him a Royal Meſs was ſent ; 
The King concluding he would home repair, 
Himſelf to ſolace with his ( faulty) Fair. 


No farther went Uriah than the Gate 
Of David's Houle, where Servants us d to wait 
With whom, his old Acquaintance, he conſorts, 
And unto them the War's Succeſs reports. 
When Bed time came, amongſt the Guards he kept, 
And Soldier-like, amongſt the Soldiers ſlept. 


Troubled was David, when he heard, by ſome, 
Next Morn, Uriah had not been at home. 
Yet hiding, what he could, his Diſcontent, 
He for Uriah to his Prefence, ſent: 
And with a ſeeming Pity, when he came, 
Him, in ſuch Words as theſe, did gently blame. 


What was the Matter, over-bardy Knight, 
Thou went'ſt not down unto thy Houſe laſt Night? 
£ Cam'ſt thou not from thy Journey,tyr'dand ſpent? 
« Wiy art thou of thyſelf ſo negligent ? 

« I thought thou might'ſt have born a Bed leſs hard, 
Than are the Matted Benches of my Guard. 

I Therefore ſent thee home, to take thy Reſt, 
M here I ſuppog'd, thou might enjoy it beſt. _ 
* Hereafter 
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« Hereafter of thyſelf more careful be. 
© Thou thinks not what thy Loſs would be to me.” 


With humble Thanks, Uriab thus reply'd, 
Ie and Fudab, with the Ark abide 
In Tents: Lord Joab lyeth, with his Men, 
In open Fields encamped. Shall I then 
Go to my Houle to eat, and merry make, 
And Pleaſure in my Wife's Embraces take! 
The Lord forbid ! As lives thy Soul, O King, 
I will not be perſwaded to this Thing. 
I ſhun whatever Courage would abate : 
Soft Pleaſures do the Mind effeminate. 


Thus ſpake Uriah. And let none ſuppoſe 
It drop'd by chance; or from a Soldier roſe : 
But beedfully obſerve it, with an Eye, 
That can through Words, a Providence deſcry. 
For God was hedging David's Way about; 
That David's Guilt might, to his Shame, break out. 


When David had Uri2h's Anſwer weig!'d, 
He plainly ſaw, unleſs he were betray a, 
He never ſhould by him effect the End, 
For which he for him, from the Camp, did fend. 
New Meafures therefore David now doth take. 
Contrives how he Uriah drunk may make. . 
Looks on him with a more familiar Face ; 
And now receives him into ſpecial Grace. 
So ſeems he in Uriah to delight, 
As if he were the only Favourite. 
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His feigned Kindneſs quickly grew ſo great, 
That now Lriab muſt with David Eat. 
He makes him Drink, and Drink, and Drink again; 
*Tull, with rich Wines, he overcharg'd his Brain. 
Thus Sin to Sin, thus Guilt he adds to Guilt : 
Nor ſtops until Criab's Blood be ſpilt. 
Thus the allow'd Commiſſion of a Sin, 
Not ſeldom ſerves to let another in. 


Uriab now is Drunk ; the grapy Juice 
Hath of his Reaſon robb'd him of the Uſe: 


With /prightly Wine inflam'd, who would have 
thought 


But he, his Wife's Embraces would have ſought ? 
Yet neither Drunk nor Sober, could he be 
Perſwaded, either Houſe, or Wite, to ſee. 

But with the Guards at Night again he lay; 
And ſnoring ſlept his Drunkenneſs away, 


That neither by his Flattery, nor Drink 

He could his End obtain ; and harder grown 
(For Sin, repeated, bardens any one) 
Reſolves, at laſt, a deſ' rate Courſe to try; 
And Murther join unto Adultery. 

No Way to fave his Honour, did remain, 
He thought, unleſs he got Uriah lain. 

For ſince he found that, not by any Wile, 
He the reſolved Uriah could beguile : 


The King now hopeleſs, and enrag'd to think 


BooR I. DAYIDETITS uw 


He ſaw that, if he ſuffer'd him to live, 

| He never would the Injury forgive : 

| But, if not ſeek Revenge, at leaſt proclaim 

) The Wrong he ſuffer'd; and his Prince's Shame. 
Thus reaſon'd David: on this Policy 

| The King concludes, Uriah needs muſt die. 

| He, that had ſuffer'd o much Wrong before, 

Leſt that diſcover'd be, muſt ſaffer more. 

Uriab's guiltleſs Blood muſt now be ſpilt, 

To make a Covering for David's Guilt. 
But Oh! the Guilt of guiltleſ Blood, thus ſhed, 
| Will fall, with treble Weight on David's Head. 
| Ah! What is Man, the beſt of Men, when left 
Unto himſelf, of Grace divine bereft! 


| To Joab, David doth a Letter write, 
Commanding him that in the hotteſt Fight , 
He ould Uriab, in the Fore-front, place: 
And, when he is engag'd, retire a- pace; 
Leaving him /ing/e in the open Plain, 

That, by the Enemy, he may be ſlain. 


The Letter which contain'd thisdire Command, 
Is ſent to Foab, by Uriab's Hand. 

Uriah, void of Jealouſy and Fear, 

The fatal Letter doth to Joab bear. | 

Of his own Death the [a/trument he's made. 

How eaſily is Innocence betray'd ! 

| So went Bellephoron : whoſe milder Fate 

Did unto him prove more propitiate. 


bs When 
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When Joab underſtood his Maſter's Mind, 
He to Uriah ſuch a Place aſſign'd, 
Where, by Experience, he before had found 
Were valiant Men, that woulddefend their Ground. 


Then falling back, there left him to maintain 
The Fight alone: So was Uriah ſlain. 


Thus the brave Hittite, by a Plot fore-laid, 
Valiantly Fighting, baſely was betray'd. 
The firſt, perhaps, that ever loſt his Life, 
For not Embracing his moſt beauteous W ife. 


With ſpeed Uriab's Death is ſignify'd 
To David, who his Joy could hardly hide. 
Uriab's Widow, when ſhe heard the News, 
Put on the Mourning Weeds that Widows uſe, 
And mourn'd the Time. ThenDavidtook theDame 
Home to his Houſe : and ſhe his Wife became. 
Nor was it long before ſhe bore a Son. 
But God was ſore diſpleas'd with what was done. 


— 


Kr. K. 


OW all was huſh'd and ſtill. Uriah dead. 
His Wife tranſlated to King David's Bed. 


No more by ſtealth : but now with open Face, 
The joyful King doth Bathſbeba embrace. 
Before his Courtiers doth her Court, and Kits ; 
And without Bluſhing, dares to call her bt. 
Uriab's Blood th* Alulry out did blot. 


And how that Blood was ſhed is now forgot. | | 
: Diſſolv d 


; 
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Difſfolv'd in melting Pleaſures David lies, 


And from th* Avenger, in himſelf, he flies. 
Remorſe was loſt. Hardneſs was enter'd in, 
Senſual Delights had drown'd the Senſe of Sin. 


But David's God (the God who David choſe, 
And David lov'd) would not his David loſe. 
For though a frong Temptation had prevaiPd, 
And David, ſway'd thereby, had groſly faiFd : 
Yet he, who Hearts doth ſearch, and Reins doth try, 
Saw yet in David a Sincerity. 
His Prophet therefore God did ſend, to rouze 
The ſtupid King, from his letbargick Drowze. 


O boundleſs Goodneſs! O unmeaſur'd Love 
Which did the Bowels of the Father move 
Towards his erring Child. He condeſcends : 
And the firſt Motion makes, for being Friends. 


|. Thy Offended uſes Means, to raiſe a Senſe 


In the Offender, of his foul Offence : 
That, on Repentance, he may Mercy ſhow ; 
And Reconciliation thence may flow, 


Th' inſpired Prophet, thus to David ſent, 
Did, by a harmleſs Wile, him circumvent : 
And, having in a Parable him caught, 

The King to be his own Condemner brought. 


Two Men, ſaid he, did in one City dwell : 
One very Poor, and One in Wealth did ſwell 


I The 
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TheRich, of Flocks and Herds had plenteousStore; 
The Poor Man had, in all the World, no more 
But one ſmall Eu- Lamb; which he bought &fed, 
© And choicely, with his Children, nouriſhed. 
Ot his own Cup it drank : and for its Meat, 
He grudg'd it not the ſame himſelf did eat. 
He let it in his Beſom lye at Night: 

For, as a Daughter, *twas his chief Delight. 
No when a Stranger to the Rich Man came 

« To vilithim ; ſo void was he of Shame, 
That ſparing all his own, he took and dreſt 
The Poor Man's Lamb, to entertain his Gueſt.” 


With ſtrict Attention did King David hear 
The Prophet's Tale. Then made it ſoon appear, 
How quick his Senſe was of the poor Man's Wrong: 
And what to th' rich Oppreſſor did belong. 
Againſt the Man his hot Diſpleaſure brake, 
And to the Prophet Nathan, thus he ſpake. 


As lives the Lord, let him be ne'er ſo high, 
The Man, that this hath done, {ball ſurely die. 
s Nay, Death ſhall not ſuffice, but furthermore, 
© He four Times over ſhall the Lamb reſtore : 
© Becauſe that, having Plenty of his own, 
He did this Thing, and hath 20 Pity ſhown.” 
So ſpake the King. But little thought, alas 
That he this Sentence on himſelf did paſs. 


How partial is the Nature of Mankind 
Quick. ſighted at another's Fault: but blind 


Uno 


| 
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Unto our own! Ourſelves how apt to ſpare, 

But unto others how ſevere we are! 

He that could, with an over-haſty Breath, 

For a leſs Fault, pronounce another's Death: 
Could juſt before abuſe his Neighbour's Wife ; 
And him, without Remorſe, deprive of Lite. 


No ſooner did the heavy Sentence come 
From David's Lips, but Nathan ſet it home. 
Diſguiſes lay'd aſide, the Seer began: 

My Meſſage is to thee — Thou art the Man 


How great was now the guilty King's Surprize! 
Might have been ſeen in his dejected Eyes: 
His conſcious Blood into his Face did fluſb, 
And brought upon his Cheeks a ſcarlet Bluſh : 
Which laſted not, but in a while did fail; 
And was ſucceeded by a fainty Pale. 
As if the guiltleſs Blood he lately ſpilt, 
Had thither flow'd, to evidence his Guilt. 
And then retiring, back again had fled, 
To ſhew the ſtained Ground, where it was ſhed. 
A great Diſorder in his Face appear'd ; 
As well from what he felt, as what he fear d; 
His Hands, like one that had the Palſy, ſhook : 
His trembling Knees againſt each other ſtrook. 
Silent he fare ; his Spirit almoſt gone: 
While the inſpired Prophet thus went on. 


« Thus faith the Lord, the God of 1/+ael, 


Who in moſt awful Majeſty doth dwell) 
12 « I 
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© I over Iſrael thee appointed King; 

* And out of all thy Troubles thee did bring. 

* Our of the Hand of Saul I thee did fave: 
And unto thee thy Maſter's Houſe I gave. 

« Into thine Arms thy Maſter's Wives I caſt : 
And to thee Je made, and Judab, faſt: 
And if all this had been too ſmall a Store, 

* I would have added ſuch and ſuch things more. 
* Why then didſt thou the Lord's Command deſpiſe, 
* To do the Thing that's evil in his Eyes? 

* Uriab thou, with Amnon's Sword, haſt ſlain: 

© And with his Wife as with thine own, has lain. 
© Now therefore, never ſhall thy Houſe be free 
From Sword: becauſe thou haſt deſpiſed me; 

© (Who from theSheep- cote, ſet thee on the Throne) 
And took Uriab's Wife to be thine own. 
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Thus faith the Lord, behold, I'll Evil raiſe, 
Out of thy Houſe, againſt thee, divers Ways. 
< Thy Wives, before thineEyes, Pll from thee take 
© And let thy Neighbour Sirumpets of them make. 
He with thy Wives in open View, ſhall lye: 
© Regardleſs who looks on, or who ſtands by, 
Thou ſecretly haſt wrought, and in the Dark: 
But I will on thee ſet a publick Mark. 


For I will cauſe this Juſtice to be done | 
© Before all Jrael, and before the Sun.“ 


This ſaid, the Prophet ſtop'd. The wounded King, 
Who of his Guilt now felt the piercing Sting) 
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Defence had none to make: No Art did uſe, 


His foul Offence to palliate, or excuſe. 

But fetching, from his very inmoſt Part, 

A doleful Groan, which ſeem'd to rend his Heart; 
His quiv'ring Lips let fall this mournful Word, 
Ab me! I finned have againſt the Lord. 

A Sigh the Sentence clos'd; a Sigh that came 

So warmly out, it might his Lips inflame : 

But that his melting Eyes a plenteous Show?r 

Of Tears, upon his Cheeks and Beard did pour. 


Short the Confeſhon was. Yet that it flow'd 


From a true Penitent, the Accent ſhow'd. 


| 


It reach*d the Prophet's Heart, and gain'd Belief 
Of the Sincerity of David's Grief. 

For God Repentance, if it be ſincere, 

Accepts, though hort, in Words, it doth appear. 


Such David's was : yet was it not in vain. 
The gladded Prophet alters now his Strain; 
And with an healing Word, doth thus begin : 

« The Lord hath alſo put away thy Sin; 
* Thou ſhalt not die. O, who would be ſo baſe, 
To fin againſt ſuch undeſerved Grace 
* Howbeit (thus the Prophet did proceed) 
* Becauſe thou great Occaſion, by this Deed, 
* Haſt given wick& Men, the Lord to ſcorn , 
The Spurious-Child, which unto thee is born. 
© Shall ſurely die.“ His Word was verify'd : 
For, on the ſeventh Day, the Ian dy'd. 

I 3 The 


126 DAVID EIS. Boox III. 


The Prophet now, his Meſſage fully done, 
Had left the King ; and to his Houſe was gone. 
But what he, from the Lord, had to him ſaid, 
On David's Heart a deep Impre/fon made. 

His Conſcience, which before did fumb ring lye, 
Now, throughly waken'd, in bis Face did fly, 
And charg'd him home. He felt the Hounds within, 
Which, on his b/zeding Heart, were made by Sin. 


Ah! Who his grinding Sorrows can expreſs ! 
Or ſpeak the Hundreth Part of his Diſtreſs! 
His galling Grief, his Pity-meving Moans, 
His deep-fetcÞdSighs,and his Heart-rendingGroans! | 
Himſelf, we find, could not deliver theſe, 
Without the help of great Hyperboles. 


How earneſt was he! With what Fervency, 
Unto his God, did he for Pardon cry ! 
Have Mercy on me, O my God, he cry'd: 
And for my Sins thy Face, not from me, hide. 
Purge me with Hy/ſop, cleanſe me from my Sin: 
And waſh me throughly, from all Gai/z, within. 
Create in mea clean Heart, and renew 
Within me, Lord, a Spirit rigbt and true. | 
O from thy Preſence caſt me not away: 
© Nor take thy Spirit from me, Lord, I pray. 
« With thy free Spirit me uphold. Reftore | 
© The Joy of thy Salvation, as before.” 


2 ˙ ˙— 


EM 
Such moving Supplications Day and Night, | 
Did he pour forth; which I nor can recite, 


Nor | 
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Nor need: for he hath couch'd them in ſuch Verſe, 
As my /hort-winded Mule cannot rehearſe. 
Suffice it therefore, that the Reader know, 
He did not Pray in vain : but prayed ſo, 
That he not only Pardon did obtain; 
But his loft Favour did with God regain. 
* God grant, whoever ſins like bim, may be 
As true a contrite Penitent, as He. 
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— 


BOOK IV. 


nnr 


H O' the ſharp Sentence, Which, in too 
great haſte, 

Th' unwitting King upon himſelf had plac'd, 

Was mitigated by the Clemency 

Of David's God; that Pavid might not die: 

Let did the Prophet, in God's Name, declare, 

That he would Evil againſt him prepare ; 

Which ſhould in his own Family arile, 

And on him bring the foreſt Exercite, 


This was the Doom, tho' more at large expreſt, 
By which poor David was to be diſtreſt. 

Which (though protracted, yet) would certain be: 
For who can alter a divine Decree ? | 
Judgments denouncd may linger But at length, 
They fall more heavy, and with greater Strength. 


Sometimes 


—— 
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Sometimes the Stroke doth at a Diſtance ſtand : 
Yet that which brings it on is near at Hand. 
So, in this Caſe, fome Years did intervene, 
Betwixt the Sentence, and the Tragick Scene. 
Yet that which led thereto did cloſely lurk ; 
And, in ſhort time, did thus bring on the Work. 


Of all the many Sons which David kad, 
Amnon the Eldeſt was; a topping Lad, 
Who of the Jezreelite, Abinoam, 
Was born, ſoon after ſhe to Hebron came. 
A Davghter allo David had, whole Name, 
Was Tamar; a moſt beautiful young Dame, 
Siſter ſhe was to Abſalom the Fair, 
David's Third Son; ſo noted for his Hair. 


On this Half Siſter-Princeſs, Amnon caft 
A wanton Eye. Affection grew ſo faſt 
Upon him, that, not daring to diſcover 
For Shame, or Fear, what an unlawful Lover 
He was; he pin'd away, his Cheeks grew pale, 
His FHleſb did waſte, his Strength began to fail. 
The fery Paſſion, in his Boſom pent, 
Did inward burn, for want of cutward Vent. 


A Friend he had, who unto him was near 
Of Kin; a Friend peculiarly dear: 
His Father's Brother's Son, nam'd Jonadab, 
Quickſighted, and 10 wiſe to be a Blah. 


He, well obſerving how, from Day to Day, 
His Princely Kiaſman pin'd and fell away: 


For 
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For which ſince he no outward Cauſe could find, 
Concluded fomething did afflict his Mind. 
Wherefore, a proper Seaſon having got, 

He put the Queſtion cloſe: enquiring what 

It was, that on his Nature did prevail, 

So as to make his Countenance look pale, 

And Fleſb decay. Imploring not to hide 

Ought from his Friend ; in whom he might confide. 


Prince Amnon, by his Friend thus cloſely preſt, 
His Love, tho* not without a B/, confeſt, 
The Princeſs Tamar tis, faid he, I love, 

Oh, that my Love ſhould fo Eccentrick move 
I love my own Half-Siſter, who did ſpring 
From the ſame Root, as I my ſelf, the King. 
I love, ah me! I love ; yet love in vain; 
Hopeleſs the Object of my Love to gain. 
This is my Caſe. The Heat of my Deſire 
Conſumes my Nature: ſets me all on Fire. 


When Jonadab (than whom no Man alive 
Knew better how a Miſchief to contrive) 
Had heard the Caſe ; he ſoon diſcover'd what 
Would Amnon pleaſe: And thus he laid the Plot. 


Go, take thy Bed, ſaid he, and (for a Trick) 
Put on thy Night- Cap. Feign that thou art ſick. 
And when thy Father comes to ſee thee, ſay 
Give leave, I pray, my Siſter Tamar may | 
Come to me; and before me dreſs fome Meat: 
That, ſeeing her prepare it, I may eat. 


DAFIDETIS. Boot IV. 


He 
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He went no farther. For, he knew, the Prince 
Was quick enough, to underſtand his Senſe. 
And if he could but draw the long d for Dame 
Within his Reach, knew how to quench his Flame. 


Amnon, the Counſel liking, forthwith took 
His Bed upon it; and, with puling Look, 
Difſembled Sickneſs. Quickly the Report 
Of Amnon's Illneſs reach'd the royal Court. 


The King in haſte, to Amnon doth repair, 
To ſee his ailing Son, the Kingdom's Heir. 
This gave fair room for Amnon to requeſt, 

He might Eat ſomething by his Siſter dreſt. 
The King conſents : and doth his Mind declare, 
That Tamar ſhould to Amnon's Houſe repair; 
And there, by his Direction, dreſs ſuch Meat 
For him, as he, oor Heart! could like to eat. 


The Princeſs Tamar did no ſooner hear 
Her Father's Order, but, with filial Fear, 
And nimble Steps, ſhe to her Brother hies, 
Who, on his Bed, diſſembling Sickneſs, lies. 
She aſk'd him how he did : And did bemoan 
His Danger. But more juſtly might ber own. 
The courteous Mein, freſh Beauty of the Dame, 
Did more and more the Lecber's Luſt inflame. 
She aſk*d him what he'd pleaſe to have her make 
For him to eat : He pitch'd upon a Cake. 

She to the Work addreſt herſelf with haſte ; 
Temper'd the Flour, and wrought it into Paſte. 


Her 
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Her Milk-white Hands, and lender Fingers frame 
The pliant Paſte, till it a Cate became. 

Then having bak'd it alſo at his Fire, 

(Each Turn and Motion height'ning his Deſire) 
She brought it to him. But he put it by: 

His Room was overfill'd with Company. 

But Order given that it clear'd ſhould be, 

And none left in it, but himſelf and ſhe, 

He then requeſted, that ſhe would draw near, 
And bring the Meſs. She did fo, without Fear. 
But when, alas! within his Reach ſhe came, 

He laid faſt hold upon the lovely Dame: 

Then taking her about the Neck, he kiſt her, 


And bluntly faid, Come, Lye with me, my Siſter. 


Surpriz'd, the Damſel /rembled; and would fain 
Have from him got: She ſtrove, but ſtrove in vam3 
He held her faſt. She then began to plead ; 
And, for her Honour, thus did intercede. 


* Oh! Force me not, my Brother! I intreat 

Thee to conſider, that the Sin is great. 

© Great, in itſelf : Greater, in thee to me; 

© So nearly link'd by Conſanguinity. 

* Forbear, I pray, forbear : Thy Luſt reſtrain. 

Thy Honour, mine, our Father's, do not ftain 

Wich ſuch an Infamy.. Thou know'ft full well, 

No ſuch thing may be born in [/ael. 

© Should*ſt thou defile me: Where could I abide ! 

Where find an Hole? my amed Head to hide! 
| Thou 
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Thou too, the Heir of our great Father's Crown, 

c Born to the Kingdom, bred in high Renown. 

Thy Father's Darling, and the Peoples Joy: 

What will become of thee, if thou deſtroy 

Their Hopes, by perpetrating ſuch a Crime 

As this? Well might thou thenceforth curſe the 
Time 

© Thou e' er ſaw Tamar: For thou then (ah me!) 

But as a Fool in [rae] would'ſt be. 

© Regard thine Honour, mine, our Family: 

And rob me not of my Virginity. 

Force me not, Brother, force me not: But rather 

* Aſk me in Marriage of our Royal Father. 

He to beſtow me on thee will not fail. 

O let my Pray'rs and Tears with thee prevail! 


This ſaid, ſhe, with her Tears, bedew'd his Face; 
But he, whom Luft had quite bereft of Grace, 
Her molt importune Prayers would not hear: 
But to her Supplications ſtop'd his Ear: 

And, being ſtronger, did by Force deflow'r 
The Princely Dame; reſiſting, to her Pow'r. 


Great is the Diff'rence betwixt lawful Low, 
And lawleſs Luſt. That doth itſelf approve, 
By its Effects, to be indeed divine, 

As having a Ccelcttial Origin. | 
That conſtant is; and by Injoyment grows 
Still ſtronger : which its innate Virtue ſhows, 


But 
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But other, (which is miſcal”d Love, and muſt 
If rightly nam'd, be ſtiled filthy Luft ) 

From ſenſual Concupiſcence doth flow: 

Which ſhews its Parentage is from below. 

This likes to take a Taſte of ev'ry one, 

Dally with all: but conſtant be to none. 

And this, how hot ſoever it doth burn: 

After Injoyment, can to Hatred turn. 


Such Love was Amnon's : whoſe uncurb'd Deſire, 
After his Siſter, ſet him all on Fire. 

He burn'd, he flam'd, conſum'd, and needs would 
Unlefs he might with his own Siſter lye. [ dye: 
Yet, when he once his brxti/þ End had gain'd ; 
And, by a Rape, his Siſter's Honour ſtam'd : 

He, in a Moment, chang'd his amorous Theam, 
And flew as high in th* oppoſite Extream. 

He, who but now was over hot and bold, 

Is now become to her exceeding cold. 

He, that in nothing elſe could take Delight, 

But her fair Face, now loaths and ſhuns the Sight. 
She, who before his Heart did captivate, 

Is now become the Object of his Hate. 

He bates her now. He hates her now much more, 
With perfect Hatred, than he lov'd before. 

He bates her ſo, he can't her Preſence bear: 

But every Hour ſhe ſtays, he thinks a Year. 
That nothing might, to ſhew his Hate, be lacking; 
He rudely bids her, up ; away, be packing. 


This 
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This ſurly Carriage added to the Grief 
She had before. Nor knew ſhe where Relief, 
Oppreſt, to find. She told him, On her Part 
There was no Cauſe he thus ſhould break her Heart. 
Wiſh'd him to weigh, whether this would not bring 
Greater Diſpleaſure on him from the King. 


He the deaf Ear, to all ſhe faid, did turn ; 
And churliſhly did at her Counſel ſpurn. 
Then call'd his Man, and ſternly bid him put 
That Woman out : and faſt the Door to ſhut. 
He did fo. She, poor Princeſs, did lament 
The double Injury. Forthwith ſhe rent 
Her royal Robe (of divers Colours made, 
With which Kings Virgin- Daughters were array'd) 
The lovely Treſſes of her well-ſet Hair, 
Her trembling Fingers, through deep Sorrow, tare, 
Then putting Aſßbes on her Head, ſhe laid 
Her Hand thereon, and mourntul Accents made; 
While to her Brother Ab/alom's ſhe went, | 
Where ſhe, more freely, might her Caſe lament. 


As ſoon as Abſalom the raviſh'd Dame 
Did ſee (well knowing alſo whence ſhe came) 
He ſtrait ſuſpecting what had her befel ; 
Begg'd of her, that ſhe would not ſtick to tell 
Him, how *cwas with her: Whether Amnon had 
Abus'd her ; and from thence ſhe was ſo ſad. 
She bluſhing, rather to acknowledge choſe, 
Her Wrong by Looks ; than Shame by Words W 
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He underſtood her. And conſidering 

How dear Prince Amnon was unto the King; 
How high, in Favour of the Court and Town, 
He ſtood, as Heir apparent to the Crown: 
Concluded in himſelf, *rwould be but vain 

To hope for Juſtice, if ſhe ſhould Complain: 
Therefore he wiſh'd his Siſter to conceal 

The Wrong ſuſtained, until he could deal 
With Amnon for it. She ſubmits to wait; 
And liv'd with him: but much diſconſolate. 


Ab ſalom's Gueſs was right, that *twould be vain 
For Tamar, of Prince Amnon to complain 

Unto the King : for, though he very wroth 

Is ſaid to be; yet was he no leſs loth 

(When to his Ear this foul Tranſgreſſion came) 
To lay on Amnon Puniſhment or Shame. 


But Ab/alom did bear the Thing in mind ; 
And in due Time to be reveng'd, deſign'd. 
For, in his Heart, he could not chooſe but hate 
The Man that durſt his Siſter violate, 

How near, or high ſoever. Such a Stain 
Will hardly be got out, till he is ſlain 

That gave it. Therefore Abſalom is let 
Amnon to kill, when he fit Time can ger. 


CH AP. 
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WICE had the reſtleſs, and unweari'd Sun 
His Yearly Courſe, throughout the Zodiack 


run, 

E're Ab/alom a Seaſon fit could find, 

To execute the Vengeance he deſign'd 

On Amnon, for the Wickedneſs he wrought, 
In the Diſhonour he on Tamar brought. 
But now a fit Occaſion did preſent, 

And he, to take it too, was fully bent. 


A great Sheep-ſhearing, at his Country Seat, 
Had Abſalom; at which a noble Treat 
He meant to make: and thither to invite 


The King and Court; then Amnon there to [mite. 


To Court he haſtens, and acquaints the King, 
In humble Manner, with his Sheep-Shearing. 
Intreats that he, at the ſet Time and Place, 

His Feaft would, with his Royal Preſence, grace. 


To ſuit his State, and his Retinue large, 

| The King conſider'd, would enhance the Charge: 
He pleaded this, and handſomely refus'd, 

And hop'd his Son would hold the King excug'd, 


It ſuited well ; and ſure he lik'd it beſt, 
Without the King; fo Amnon were his Gueſt. 


K Amnon, 
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Amnon, for whom the Entertainment's made, 


Whom to deftroy, the ſubtil Train is laid. 


Yet crafty Ab/alom, the more to hide 

His bloody Purpoſe, ſtill himſelf apply'd, 
With greater Earneſtneſs, to gain the King 

To come; and with him al? his Sons to bring: 
Bur all in vain. The King will not be won, 
By his Intreaties, to oppreſs his Son. 

Yet, that he might his good Acceptance ſhow, 
His Blz//ing he upon him did beſtow. 


Then Abſalom, by this imbolden'd, preſt 
To let his Brother Amnon be his Gueſt. 
Why Amnon? aſk'd the King. Becauſe, ſaid he, 
Amnon, in dignity, is next to thee. 
The gentle King from all Suſpicion free, 
And overcome by Importunity, 
Yields that, not Amnon only, but the Reſt 
Of the King's Sons ſhould go at his Requeſt. 


The Point thus gain'd, now Ab/alom doth part 


From Court; and haſts, with unrelenting Heart, 


Unto his Country Scat, that he might there, 
The proper Means to his Deſign prepare. 


Then, of his Servants, calling to him ſuch, 
As, in his Cauſe, he knew would never grutch 
Their Lives to loſe: He thus the Matter breaks; 
Aud, in ſuch Terms as theſe, his Purpole ſpeaks. 


6 Mark 
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© Mark well, faid he, when Amnon, at the Feaſt, 
Shall have drunk high, and overcharg'd his Breaſt 
Wich gen'rous Wine: when I fay, Amnon ſmite 
Fall on, ſtrike home, fear not, but kill him quite. 
Remember it is I, that give Command: | 
Ze valiant then, and to your Weapons ſtand.” 


Accordingly, his Brethren being come, 
And all the Gueſts, to feaſt with Abſalom; 
He, that he Annon might the more beguile 
(His Hatred hiding with a feigned Smile) 
Embrac'd, careſs'd him, and for ſpecial Grace, 
He ſtrait preferr*d him to the chiefeſt Place. 
Ply*d him with ſprightly W ines, till he perceiv*d 
The Wine had him of Senſe well nigh bereav'd. 
Then ſtarting up, he gave the fatal Word, 
Smite Amnon. Forthwith each Aſſaſſin's Sword 
Was ſheathed in him: Ev'ry one let fly 
At Amnon, until Amnon dead did lye. 


But oh! the dreadful Tumult that it made 
Among theGuefts ! Each held himſelf betray'd. 
The Royal Stock were moſt of all perplex*d, 

Of whom each fear'd his Turn would be the next. 
Which to prevent, all to their Mules did hie ; 
And back to Court, Fear adding Wings, did fly. 


But tho?, with utmoſt Speed, they cut their Way, 
Yer long Tongu d Fame made greater haſte than they. 


The babbling Dame before them got to Court, 


And of the ſad Diſaſter made Report. 
K 2 And 
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And, as her Nature is to magnify 

Th' ill News ſhe bears (not ſticking at a Lye) 
She, to exaggerate the Crime did feign, 

That Abſalom had all his Brothers ſlain ; 

So that not one of them alive was left ; 

But of his Sons the King, was quite bereft. 


Such doleful News ſufficient was to ſhake 
 Theftrongeſt Mind, and make the Heart to ake. 
The King, with Garments rent, upon the Ground 
Himſelt did caft : his Sorrows did abound. 

And all his Servants, with their Garments rent, 
The Loſs of ſo much Royal Blood lament. 


This Fonadab obſerving (he who gave 4 
The Counſel, which brought Amnon to his Grave) 
He begg'd the King not to believe that all 
His Sons were ſlain : Amnon alone did fall. 

That this, which he related, was moſt true, 

He could aſſure him. For, ſaid he, I knew, 
I.ong ſince, that Ab/lom, from the very Hour, 
Wherein his Brother Amnon did deflow*r 

His Siſter Tamar, had his Death deſign'd; 

And only waited until he could find 


A Seaſon fort, which ſince he now did gain, 
He caus'd his Brother Amnon to be lain. 


Thereby to ſacrifice, to Tamar's Honour, 
Him that bad brought ſo great Reproach upon her. 


B 7 that Time Jenadab his Tale had told, 
Which fcarce as yet could gain Belief) E 8 
E 


he 
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The King's Sons enter'd, in a frightful Maze, 
And on the King, as he on them, did gaze: 
Till he and they into loud Weeping brake; 
And, in fad Accents, mutual Sorrow, ſpake. 
Mean while young Ab/alom, to ſave his Head 
From Stroke of Juſtice, for Protection fled 
Unto his Grandfather*s, King Talmai's Court: 
Where he might hope for Safety and Support. 
But David long did Amnon's Death bewail. 
Which yet could not Uriab's countervail. 


This is the Second Inſtance may be giv'n, 
Of the fulfilling that Decree of Heaven, 
By God denounc'd on David; when he ſays, 
From thy own Houle, againſt thee divers Ways, 
Fi! Evil bring.—Firſt, Amnon did deflow'r 
His Daughter Tamar, put into his Pow'r 
By him: than which, ah, what more foul Diſhonour, 
Poor, harmleſs Princeſs, could have come upon her! 
What home-bred Miſchief on himſelf could fall, 
Which could a worthy Mind more det ply gall. 


This ſeem'd the firſt; and ſcarcely two Years after 
His Son and Heir had thus d:z#74d his Daughter : 
Thar Injury her Brother did repay, 

And in Revenge the wretched Amnan lay. 

Had David Fuftice upon Amnon done, 

He might have mended, and not loft his Son. 

This was a citing Evil, and muſt need 

Strike deep; and cauſe a Father's Heart to Bleed. 
K 3 This 
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This was the ſecond Stroke, by which that Word 


Was verify'd: David beware the Third. 


—'.ä.4.— 


K 


OW had Prince Aſalom three Winters { 
At Geſbur, whither he for Safety went. 

Witen David, having for his Amnon ſhed 

lood of Tears ; but ſeeing he was dead, 

His Grief ſubſides ; and ſoon paternal Love, 

ICs Place reſuming, in his Breaft doth move 


To Abſalom ; right Heir to Iae!'s Throne, 
Now Amnon's dead, and Chileab alſo gone. 


This Bantering Mind Joab's obſerving Eye 
Did in the King, his Uncle, foon eſpy. 
And being glad to find it, ſought a Way 
How he might Abſalom to Court convey : 
Not doubting but, if he could that obtain, 
The Royal Favour he would ſoon regain. 
This to effect, a wily Train he laid 


pent 


The King to circumvent : who, thus betray'd, 


Unwittingly ſhould Pardon Ab/alom ; 


And that once done, ſhould then recall him home: 


To 7:keab he ſent, where then did dwell 
A Woman, who in Wiſdom did excel. 

er he inſtructed, when ar riv'd, to dreſs;. 
Herſelf in Mourning Weeds, then get Acceſs 


| 


To 


— 
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To David's Preſence, and betore him feign, 
She mourned for a Son of hers, was lain 

By his own Brother : whom the Family 

Rofe up againſt ; condemning him to die. 
Then, to beſeech the King her Son to ſave 
From being buried in his Brother's Grave. 


Inſtructed thus, ſhe to the Court did go, 
And, as a Suppliant, herſelf did throw 
At the King's Feet. And being aſk'd the Caſe, 
Her artful Tale ſhe told, which took ſuch Place 
In the unwary King, that thus he ſpake, 
Go home ; and proper Care for thee Pl] take. 
She, glad of this, did yet her Suit renew 
Once and again; until the King ſhe drew 
To ſay, thy Son for this ſhan't loſe an Hair. 
And this he did not only /ay, but fare. 


When thus the wily Dame the King had wrought 
To grant, unwittingly the Thing ſhe ſought, 
Obtaining Leave, the Matter home did bring, 
And fairly did apply it to the King. 

Told him, that he was that Avenger, whom 
She fear'd, on the Behalf of 45/alom. 
Beſought him to conſider that, unleſs 

He pardon'd him, and did his People bleſs 
With their beloved Aſalom: Nor he 


From Danger could, nor they from Fear be free. 


She begg'd that he, as Father, and as King 


Would pardon Abſalom ; and home would bring 
H:s 
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His baniſbed: and him again reſtore 
Unto the Grace, in which he ſtood before. 


The King, himſelf now finding over-reach'd, 
(As once before, when Nathan to him preach*d 
That /aving Sermon; with this odds, that he 
Was guilty then : but now from Guilt was free) 
Injoin'd the Woman, that ſhe ſhould not hide 
From him the Thing he aſk*d : but ſhould confide 
In him, that he would no Advantage take 
Againſt her. She conſenting, thus he ſpake, 
1s not the Hand of Joab in this Thing? 

She own'd it was. Then Joab hither bring, 
The King reply'd.— And Joab being come, 


He gave Command, Go fetch the young Man home. 


The Gen'ral's Countenance his Joy difplay'd, 


And, Thanks return'd, and low Obeyſance made. 
To Geſbur's ſplendid Court, with ſpeed he flies, 
The Prince receiv'd him with a glad Surprize : 
The welcome News thro” all the Court reſounds, 
The Joy was gen'ral, yet in decent Bounds, 

On Ab/alom's Account, who ever ſince 

He came to Geſbur, like a noble Prince, 
Himſelf conducted wiſely, and fo well, 

No Complaiſance could Abſalom's excel; 

So gentle, courteous, and fo princely fair, 

Each Heart was gain'd bychis obliging Air. 


His Smiles were Honours, ev*ry Courtier ſtrove 


Himfelf to render worthy of his Love. 


This 


| 


| 
| 


| 
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This him to them fo feelingly endears, 

They could not think of Parting, without Tears: 
Yet go he muſt : Affection, Friendſhip, all 
Muſt vail, and yield to a paternal Call: 
Tho? Duty ſeem'd to claim the greateſt Share; 
Yet Int'reſt here no little Weight did bear. 


With Joab therefore Ab/alom returns 
From Geſbur to Feruſalem, and burns 
With thirſty Hopes, and Expectation great, 
Ot higheſt Favour from the Royal Seat. 


Bur Oh ! the Diſappointment it muſt bring 
To his aſpiring Mind, when, from the King 
Joab returning, let him underſtand, 

It was to him the King's expreſs Command ; 
That he ſhould ſtrait to his own Houſe reſort, 
And not attempt to ſhew himſelf at Court. 

For well the King conſider'd, *twas not meet, 
Although his Love was great, his Son ſhould ſee't. 
Nar that he him to ſpecial Grace ſhould take, 
Who had ſo lately made his Heart to ake. 


Though therefore, circumvented by a Wile, 
He had recall'd him from his Self-Exile : 
And ſav'd his Life from Danger of the Law: 
He held it beſt to keep him ſtill in awe. 
Hoping, in Time, he to a better Senſe 
Might thereby bring him of his great Offence. 


When 
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When two tull Years Prince Abſalom had lain 
Under Confinement ; not without Diſdain, 
That he had not been ſuffer*d, in that Space, 
His Father to Salute, or ſee his Face : 
Impatient of Reſtraint, he now did ſend 
For Joab (both his Kinſman and his Friend) 
To try if he, howe'er he ſped, would bring 
Him to the /ong*d-for Preſence of the King, 


But truly. Joab (who, perhaps, might find 
How to his Son the King did ſtand inclin'd) 
Would not at firſt, nor ſecond Summons, come: 
Which Uſage ſo provok'd Prince Abſalam, 

That he teſolv'd, ſince fair Means feem'd to fails 
He'd try by rougher Methods to prevail. 

He bid his Servants, therefore, ſet on Fire 

A Field of 7oaht's. 7Faaeb, to enquire 

The Cauſe of this Abuſe, did quickly come: 

And this Ant Anſwer had from Ab/alom. 


Thou know'ſt I for thee ſent, once and again; 
But thou from coming to me did'ſt refrain. 
No other Means ing left, I this did take, 
To. fee if [nireft: would thee kinder mak e. 
Thee to the King now ſuffer me to ſend, 
And beg, he to my Life will put an End, 
Rather than under this Reſtraint me keep, 
Confin'd ſo, that abroad I may not peep. 
Why didſt thou me (a moſt unhappy Wretch!) 


From Grandſire Talmai's Court, in Geſbur, fetch; 
Under 
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Under Pretence, that I ſhould be reftor'd 
Unto the Favour of my Royal Lord? 

Better it were, I thither might go back 
(Where I nor Liberty, nor Love did lack) 
Than here remain; where I no Comfort have, 
But what ariſes from an hoped Grave. 
Therefore beſeech the King me once to grace, 
With the fair Afpe& of his Royal Face, 

If Live I may nat in his gracious Eye; 

Let me not Live at all: I chooſe 10 die. 


Though Foab gladly would himſelf excuſe 
From going on this Errand. Yet refuſe 
He knew not how. The Prince hard preſſes ſor &. 
And he, o'ercome, doth trudge away to Court. 
Come thither, he a proper Seaſon waits, 

And then fo apily to the King relates 

The moving Cafe of his beloved Son; 

His Father's Fondneſs ſoon he gain'd upon; 
Affection help'd his Judgment to betray ; 

And to the Prince's Suit prepares the Way : 
For now Affection made his Judgment doubt, 
If he againſt his Son ſhould ſtill hold out, 
He might egdanger, e'er he was aware, 

The driving of his Son into Diſpair. 
Wherefore he order*d Joab ſtrait to bring 
Abſalom to his Preſence : th* only Thing 

By both deſir'd. Joab, o'erjoy'd, doth haſte 
To Abſalom : and brings him back as faſt. 


He 


He to the King doth all Submiſſion ſhow ; 

And at his Royal Feet himſelf doth throw. 

The King in Kindneſs, lifts him from the Ground, 
Glad ſuch Humility in him was found, 
Embraces, and ſalutes him with a Kiſs, 

In Sign he pardon'd what he'd done amiſs. 


_ YT 4 


The Iutemp'rance of thi ambitious Mind | 

To no due Bounds, or Medium confin'd ! 
How doth it fwe!?! How doth it ſoar on high! 
As if it fain would climb above the Sky. 


This topping Temper ſoon itſelf did ſhow 

In Ab/alom, and wrought his Overthrow. 

He that, at home confin'd but t'other Day, 

Greatly depreſt in Mind, obſcurely lay, 
O'erwhelm'd almoſt with Grief, and cold Diſpair; 

No ſooner felt the F/armth of Courtly Air: 

But, as the Winter-Flie, whom Heat doth bring 

To Senſe, begins to Buz, and take the Wing: 

So he, the Royal Favour feeling, ſtrait 

Took Wang, and ſoar'd above his proper State. 


Unſteady Nature, varying like the Wind, 
Hurries to each Extream th* unſtable Mind. 


At Sea becalm*d, we wiſh ſome briſt-r Gales 
Would on us riſe ; and fill our /tmber Sails. 
We 
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We have our Wiſh: and ſtrait our Sti, is toſs'd 
So high, we are in Danger to be loſt. 

At Land, we would be foremoſt ; make a ftir ; 
And Ride at Neck and- all, with Whip and Spur., 
We would be, would have all: are loath to ſtay. 
For future Rights, till Providence make Way. 


This is the Nature of ambitions Man, 
Soaring as faſt, as high too, as he can. 
Whereas, would we but bridle our Deſire, 
Till the due Time, we might riſe ſafely higher: 


T his was the Ruin of this goodly Prince, 
Let looſe too ſoon ; his lofty Mind, &er ſince, 
Aim'd nothing lower than the bigheſt Seat; 
Thought nothing, for himſelf, too good or great. 
He on the Crown look'd with a longing Eye : 
Nor ſpake, nor dream'd of ought but Monarchy. 
And whenſoc'er he ſaw the Royal Throne, ; 
Could ſcarce forbear to call that Seat his own. jx 
His own it might have been, would he have ſtaid, 
Until his Father's Head was fairly laid; 
Bur his Impatience thought each Day a Year, 
Each Year an Age, until the Throne was clear.- 
Nor would he ſtay 'till Providence ſhould mike * 
His Way to th Cron, but his own Way would take. 


Accordingly, he did aſſume ſuch State, 
As far tranſcends the higheſt Subject's Rate. 
Horſes he did, and Chariots too provide; 
And Fifty Men, in whom he could confide, 
© 
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To Run before him: which might ſeem to be, 
Either for State, or for Security. 
High State it ſhew'd, if theſe his Lacguies were: 
A frong Defence, if he did them prepare 

For his Life Guard. On which ſoe er Account 
It was; it did a Subject's State ſurmount. 


This Pomp, however, made the People gaze: 
And in the Mos did Admiration raiſe. 
For vulgar Eyes with gawdy She ws are caught; 
And from admiring, to Submiſſion brought. 
But he had other Ways to circumvent 
The det Sort: and thus to work he went. 


Early each Morn, he to the Court would go; 
And there, beſide the Gate, would ſtand, thatfo | 
Whatever Suitar to the King did come, 

For Judgment, muſt paſs by Prince Abſalom. 
Then would he call him near, and aſk his Name, 
What his Affair might be, and whence he came. 
- Then feigning a Concern the Matter might | 
Go well, he'd fay, take Care thy Cauſe be right : 
But then, with down caſt Look, and haking Head, 
Added, The King bath no Man, in his ſtead, 
Deputed thee to bear; ſo that, though right | 
Thy Cauſe ſhould be, thou ſuffer may*ſt by Might. 
Then, in a Kind of diſcontented Tone 
(As if he did the Peoples Caſe bemaon) 
He'd mutter ſomething ; then would make a Stop; 


And, in a /ofter Tone, this /iſþ would drop; | 
Would 
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Would I were made Chief-Fuftice in the Land ! 
Thatevery Man, who hath a Cauſe in hand, 
Might come to me; and I would do bim Right,,. 
How poor ſo&er : None ſhould oppreſs by Mighs. 
Would I were on the Bench, that I, from thence, 
Might equal Juſtice unto all diſpenſe ! 


When thus himſelf he'd artfully extoll'd, 
And thereby the poor Suitor had cajolPd 
To bow before him, and Obeyſance make : 
Into his Arms he would the Client take, 
Hug and Embrace him; nor would him diſmiſs, 
Till he had charm'd him with a treach* row Miſs. 
Thus did the Son, by ſuch aluring Au ts 
Bereave the Father of his Peoples Hearts; 

And draw them to himſelf ; while the good King 
Of all Things, leaſt ſuſpected ſuch a Thing. 


By this Time, Ab/alom is thought to be 
Forty Years old. And finding now, that he ++ 
So ſtrong a Party had, that he durft venture, 
Upon the Crown, by Force of Arms, to enter; 
And drive his too kind Father from the Throne, - 
(Which he, among his Faction, calPd his own :) .. 
He held it beſt yet, Policy to uſe; 

His royal Parent further to abuſe ; 

And gain ſome Time, from his beguiled Father* 
That ſo he might his ſcattered Forces gather 

Unto a gen'ral Rendezvouze ; and then 

Pour on the King a mighty Hoſt of Men 


For 
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For this End therefore, to the Court he went, 
And that he might be ſure to circumvent 
The King ; this feigned Tale he did deviſe, 
His Treaſon, with Religion, to diſguiſe. 


While I, at Gefur, did an Exile live, 
£ I vow'd a Vo, that if the Lord would give 
© Me Favour in thy Sight, and bring me home, 
That I, in Peace, unto this Place might come; 
© Then would I to the Lord an Offering make 
© Ar Hebron, where I Life at firſt did take. 
© Now therefore, gracious Sire, be pleas'd, I pray, 
© To-grant thy Servant Leave; that go I may 
* To Hes, and perform the Vow I made 
© Unto the Lord.“ The good King thus betray'd 
By feigned Words, ſaid, Go in Peace. He might 
Have better ſaid, Come back in Peace, at Nigbt. 
Bur wiſe Men, good Men, ſuffer*d are ſometimes, 
To fall into the Szares their former Crimes 
Have for them laid. Thus this unwitting King 
Helps forward that, which muſt upon him bring 
The Judgment long ſince giv'n. Uriab's Blood 
Is not yet filenc'd : bur till cries aloud. 


To Hebron now Prince Abſalom doth poſt, 
And ſends his Scouts abroad, through every Coaſt 
Of Iſrael, that they might Notice give 
To all his Friends, who did diſperſed live 
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In all the Tribes; that when they once ſhould hear 

The Trumpet ſound, they ſhould for him appear 

In Arms imbody'd ; and where e' er they came, 

Amongſt their Neighbours, they ſhould him 
proclaim, 

And that, not faintly ; but in lofty Strain, 

Say, Abſalom doth now in Hebron reign. 


Wich Ab/alom too, from Feruslem went 
Two Hundred choſen Men ; who his Intent 
Knew nothing of; but went unte his Feaſt 
By which his Strength, and Numbers were increas'd. 


For theſe were Men of choice Abilities 


For War ; as well to fight, as to adviſe. 


Burt he for Counſel chiefly did rely 
Upon Abitbopbel, whoſe Fame fo high 
Was in Eſteem, that whatſoe'er he ſaid, 
Was, as the Oracle of God, obey'd. 
Him, who had Councellor to David been, 
Aiſalam now did to his Faction win: 

And, from his City Gilob, did the Wretch 
To his Head Quarters, now at Hebron, fetch. 
And now this foul Conſpiracy grew ſtrong, 
Tae People did fo thick to Hebron throng. 
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VV Hile thus the Son, with a diſloyal Mind, 
His Father to dethrone, by Force deſign'd: 
Some loyal Subject, who had Notice got, 

Of both the Preparation, and the Plot, 

Sped to the Court, that he might timely bring 
The News, howe'er unwelcome, to the King; 
That he might not, altho' he were betray'd, 

At unawares be f/lain, or Pris'ner made. 


Half breathleſs ruſhing in, he therefore ſaid, 
Alas! my Lord, O King, Thou art betray'd ! 
The Men of Vrael are from thee rent, 
And Abſalom to Crown are fully bent. 
Him they already have proclaimed King ; 
And mean thy Scepter from thy Hand to wring. 
So univerſally they take his Part, 

As if, in this, they al! had but one Heart. 
And he is drawing out his Troops apace, 
As if he aim'd to ſeize thee in this Place. 


So ſtrange a Meſſage, ſo unibought a Thing, 
No wonder if it did ſurprize the King. 
Yet did it not from him his Judgment take, 1 
Nor him ſo wholly void of Counſel make; g 
But that he thought, *T was better leave the City, 
Then hazard it unto the Rebels Pity. 8 
| Calling 
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Calling his Servants therefore, Come, ſaid he, 
Since we re betray'd, ariſe, and let us flee. 
If Abſalom ſhould find us in this Place, 
He'll ſack the Town, perhaps, if not deface 
The Royal Buildings, and, us to deſpite, 
The People alſo, that are in it, ſmite. 
Whereas, if we be gone, us he'll purſue, 
So Place, and People, may that Hurt eſchew. 


This ſaid, and in his Houſe Ten Women left; 
He, of his native Courage not bereft, 
March'd forth: his Houſhold Servants him attend; 
And unto K:dron-Brook their Courſe they bend. 


When there arriv'd, his little Troop he muſters, 
(More like the Gleanings, than the thickſet Cluſters 
Of a full Vintage :) Yet enough to ſhew, 

He had ſome Friends yet left: though but a few. 


Beſides his Houſhold (which was large) went o'er 
Six Hundred fighting Men ; who, long before, 
Had been Companions of his ſuff' ring State 
Under King Saul: and whom no adverſe Fate 
Could make to flinch ; or fo far to tranſgreſs 
The Bounds of Loyalty, as in. Diſtreſs 
To leave him. Theſe his Vet ran Soldiers were: 
And, in his Cauſe, would ſell their Lives full dear. 
Theſe were his Life-Guards, Men of wond'rous 

Might, 
Strong, hardy, brave, and valiant in Fight. 
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With theſe the gallant ai did conſort, 
The noble Gittite, lately come to Court. 
The King obſerving him approach the Brook, 
Thus kindly to the gen'rous Alien ſpoke; 
Wherefore ſhould'ſt thou unhapp'ly take a Part 
In my Misfortunes, who a Stranger art 
But lately come. Return into the City: 
Thou yet art ſafe. And it would be great Pity, 
T hat I ſhould draw thee into Danger, who 
Neither knows what to do, nor where to go. 
Take back thy Brethren therefore, and abide 
With the new Kine, till God the Cauſe decide. 
And, for the Kindneſs thou to me doſt ſhow, 
May Truth and Mercy always with thee go. 


The noble G:1ite, with a brave Diſdain, 
Heard out the King, But then could not refrain 
From telling him, how much himſelf he held 
In Honour bound, to ſerve him in the Field. 
He therefore ſolemnly proteſted, that 
He would not leave him in his adverſe State. 
Bur, with his Leave, wherever he ſhould bend 
His Courſe, he would upon him there attend. 
Come Lite or Drath, he ne*er would him forſake, 
But with him, to the laſt, his Lot would take. 


So brave a Reſolution needs muſt cheer 
The King, not much inur'd to let in Fear, 
Then paſſing on together without ſtay ; 

They to the Wilderneſs direct their Way. 
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To Zadeck ſaid, Bear back the Ark again 


ut 13 
*s 
1 


To bring Intelligence from you to me. = 
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But Zadoct and Abiathar, who were 
At that Time Prieſts, and of the Ark took care ; 
Fearing ſome Injury it might receive, 

If at Feru/alem they it ſhould leave, 
Had brought it with them: Which when David 
He ſtop'd, and with a reverential Awe, [ſaw, 


Into its Place, and let it there remain. 
For, if the Lord ſhould me vouchſafe the Graces 
That I once more with Joy, may ſee his Face ; 
He'll bring me back, and I ſhall then behold 
His Habitation as in Days of old. | 

But if he thus ſay, have no Delight. 

In David : lo, I ſtand here, in his Sight, 
Ready to bear, with unrepining Mind, 

What he, to do to me, ſhall be inclin'd. 

For well I know his Fudements all are juſt : 
And in his Mercy I repoſe my Truft. 


The Ark diſpos'd 3 yet was not David clear: 
He ſomething had no ſay in Zadocꝰs Ear. 
He therefore aſk'd him; Art not thou a Seer? 
(Thou, and Abiatbar roo, thy Compeer ) 
You therefore both will out of Danger be, 
Your Office giving you Immunity. 
Return into Feruſalem and ſtay, 
As near to Abſalom, as well you may. 
Explore his Counſels. Pick up what you can ; 
And ſend it to me by fome truſty Man. 
Thy Son, and his, fit Meſſengers may be, 
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I, in the Plain above, will ſtay until 
I hear from you how Things go, well or ill. 


Then parting, with the Ark the Prieſts go back; 
The King went forward; tho' with Pace but ſlack. | 
Grief now ſeiz*d deeper, from a Senſe that he 
Muſt from the Ark of God thus baniſh'd be; 
And that by his own Son (Rebellious Child! 

To whom he'd ever been but over mild) 
But then, conſidering that the Lord his G 
Did him chaſtiſe, in Mercy, with this Rod; 
He call'd to Mind Uriab's Blood, and wept ; 
Watering, with Tears, the Ground whereon he ſtept | 
Barefoot he went, and had his hoary Head 
(Sure Sign of higheſt Grief) cloſe covered. 

But when he had, at length attain'd the Top 
Of Olivet, he there did make a ſtop, 

And worſhipped the Lord : with humble Heart 
Kiſſing the ſacred Hand, which made him ſmart. | 


While here he ſtaid, good yo; came to meet him, 
And with his kind condoling Strains, did greet him. 
Huſbai, his faithful Servant, and true Friend: 
Whom hearty Sorrow made his Garment rend, 
And Earth to lay upon his mourntul Head. 
Huſbai, at Court, to Courtly Counſels, bred. 
Huſbai, than whom the King no Servant had, 
More able, nor to ſferge his Lord more glad. 


The King, at ſight, concluding where he beſt 
Might be diſpos'd, to terve his Intereſt, 
Said 
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Said to him, If thou paſſeſt on with me, 
Thou unto me ſhalt but a Burden be. 

Go therefore to the City, and Salute 
King Abſalom. That done, prefer thy Suit, 
That thou mayſt be his Servant, as thou waſt 
His Father's faithful Servant, in Days paſt. 
© By this Means thou the Counſels of the Great 
* Abithophel, mayſt, for my good, defeat.” 
Then him directing how he might convey 
Intelligence : Each took his proper Way. 


Not far had David gone beyond the Top 


0 Olives Mount, when he another ſtop 


Was fain to make. There Ziba ready ſtood 
Holding two Aſſes, laden both with Food, 


Whereon the King might, when he pleaſed, dine. 


Well might the King ſuppoſe, this Preſent came 
From his Friend's Son, Mepbiboſbetb the Lame; 
Since Ziba brought it: who full well he knew, 
Was Steward to Mephiboſbeth. This drew 
The King to aſk, Where is thy Maſter's Son, 
That he came not? Falle Ziba thereupon 
Reply'd. He at Feruſalem doth ſtay, 

Blown up with Hopes: nor did he ſtick to ſay, 
Now ſhall the Houſe of Iſrael reſtore 
To me the Crown which my Grandfather wore. 


The King, not Ziba's Treachery ſuſpecting, 


Too eaſily believ'd him; and reflecting 
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On the deſtable Ingratitude, 

Which he ſuppos'd Mephiboſheth had ſhew'd; 
Not having Time to hear the Cauſe, forſook 
The Courſe of Juſtice, and for granted took 
The Proofleſs Charge of a d:/igning Knave, 
And thereupon a partial Judgment gave. 
Whereby he from the Innocent, unhear'd 
Took all he had: and all that all conferr'd 
On the anjuſt Accuſer, who deſerv'd 

A Rope much rather, had not Fuſtice ſwerv'd. 
The fawning Traytor having ſped ſo well, 
Upon his Knees before King David fell; 

And, full o'th* wond*rous Gratitude he feign'd, 
Gave Thanks for what his Treachery had gain'd. 


Near Baburim, as David paſs'd, appear*d 
A rude Inſultor of the vulgar Herd, 
From Saul deſcended, Sbimei by Name, 
Who lowdly raid and curſed as he came. 
Come out, ſaid he, come out, thou Man of Blood, 
© Thou Son of Belial; who too long haſt ſtood; 
The Lord hath now return'd upon thee al] 
« The guiltleſs Blood, which, in the Houſe of Saul, 
Hath by thy Means been ſhed. The Kingdom, thou 
Ufurped hadſt, is taken from thee now; 
And given to thy Son. Thou taken art 
In the Devices of thine evil Heart.“ 


* 


* 
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Nor ſtaid he here. From Words he fell to Blows; 
Both Dy and Stones he at King David throws, 


And 
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And on his Servants, who about him were 
On either Side; to whom *twas hard to Dear. 


Abiſbai, David's Nephew, ſeem'd to take 
This moſt to Heart ; and thus the King beſpake. 
Why ſhould this dead Dog curſe my Lord the Ning? 
Let me go to him: and his Head I'll bring. 


But David (who, although right well he knew, 
That railing Shime?s Charge was quite untrue, . 
So far as he unto the Houſe of Sau! 

Apply'd it, where he had no Guilt at all: 

Vet, in the Book of Conſcience daily read 

His Guilt and Doom, for Blood unjuſtly ſhed : 
Uriab's Blood, for which he knew full well, 

This Judgment from the Lord upon him fell.) 
Would not permit Abi/haz, for his Sake, 

Jeng ance on curſing Shimei to take. 

Loet him curſe on, ſaid he: for, if he Curſe 
By God's Command, who can think him the worſe? 
Don't you behold, faid he, that my own Son, 
Who from my Bowels ſprang(andCauſe hath none) 
© Uſurps my Throne : hath kindled mortal Strife 

* Amongſt my Subjects; yea, and ſeeks my Life © 
How much more then may this rude Benjamie 
ge born with, though he do me great Deſpight ! 
Let bim alone. If God hath bid him Curſe: 
It may, perhaps for me be ne' er the worſe. 
Who knows, but that the Lord on me may look 
With Pity ; when he ſees how well I took 
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Th' Affliction he laid on me: and with good 
May me requite, for Shimei's curſing Mood.” 


CHAP VL 


Y this Time, to Feruſalem was come, 
In Royal Equipage, King Abſalom: 
Leading, beſides his Train, a numerous Hoſt 
Of armed Men, drawn out of every Coaft. 


Amongſt his Friends, who made the greateſt haſte 
Him to Salute, Haſhai was not the laſt. 
He, coming to his Preſence, cry'd aloud 
God ſave the King, God ſave the King (and bow'd) 
Under which Words he might his Meaning hide, 
For they might well to David be apply'd. 


Abſalom had a Mind it ſeems, to try 
Whether he ſafely might on him rely. 
Wherefore he, at firſt Meeting, on bim play'd, 
And, with a kind of Zxprobration ſaid, 
How now ! Is this thy Kindneſs to thy Friend 
Why wentẽſt thou not, that thoumightſt him defend! 


Nay, but his will I be, Huſbai reply'd, 
Him will I ferve: with him will I abide, 
Whom God, and all the Men of Tae! chuſe: 
None ball me of Unfaithfulneſs accuſe. 
Should not I ſerve in Preſence of his Son, 
As I thy Father ſerv'd (now he is gone) 
Surely, as I was then at his Command : 
So will I henceforth in thy Preſence ſtand. 


Al 
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All which he ſo eguivocally ſpake, 

That each the Words might in his own Senſe take. 
Self- flatt' ring Abſalom, elate with Pride, 

The Whole, as in his Favour meant, apply'd, 
And ſtraight, by honeſt Guile, in Part, deceiv'd, 
Among his Council Haſbai he receiv'd. 


A Council call'd, he bid them think upon 
The Work ; and tell him what ſhould firſt be done. 
Abithophel (who would not take it well, 

That any, but himſelf, ſhould bear the Bell) 
Stood up, and Abſalom he thus beſpake ; 

© Thy Father's Concubines directly take, 
And in moſt publick Manner them defile. 
Which will reputed be a Crime /o vile, 

© That nothing ever can for it atone, 

© So will the People cleave to thee alone.” 
The Counſel pleagd : Abſalom lik'd it well. 
All Praiſe their Oracle, Abitbopbel. 


Forthwith a Tent on the Houſe-Top was ſpread, 
Where Abſalom his Father's Wives ſhould Bed. 


He did ſo; void of Grace, and void of Shame; 
And publickly his Father did defame. 

By which the Sentence, that before, from Heav'en, 
Was, by the Prophet, unto David * given, 

Was now fulfill'd: fulfill'd to the Extent. 

May the Example ſtill the like prevent ! 


Now did the treacherous Abhithophel 
(Finding his wicked Counſel pleas'd fo well) 
Proceed 
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Proceed to Counſel further. Now let me 

© Forthwith chooſe out 12 Thouſand Men, faid he, 
And go on the Purſuit, this very Night, 

* While David's weary, and unfit to fight. | 
So ſhall we ftrike him, and his Men with Fear, 
That they'll forſake him; & well ſmite Prh*Rear 
The King alone (whom only thou doſt lack 
To be cut off) and bring the People back.” 


This Counſel was approved of, by all 
Then preſent : Yet King Abſalom bid, call 
Huſhai the Archite, that (ſaid he) we may 
Hear alſo what he, in this Caſe, can ſay. 


Huſhai brought in, the King to him did tell 
The Counſel given by Abithopbel. 
Then aſk'd. Daſt thou approve it? If not, ſhew 
Thy Reaſons, and direct us what to do. 


The wary Archite (knowing very well 
The haughty Temper of Abitbopbel: 
That he might not be thought him to neglect) 
Expreſt his Mind in Words to this Effect. 


Although I know, of all that fill this Table, 


There is not, in the Main, a Man more able 
For Counſel, than the great Ah:ithophel, 


Wo doth in Wiſdom, others far excel: 
Yet, at this Time, and in the preſent Caſe, 
I muſt conteſs, I cannot go his Pace. 


« If 


If 
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« If thou, with ſo muchSpeed, ſhould'ſt forward ruſh; 
Thou'lt hazard all upon too ſharp a Puſh. 

« Thy Father is a Man of War, thou know'ſt, 

© And will not lodge at Night among the Hoſt. 
He now, no doubt, is in ſome Pit or Cave; 
Where he himſelf, from a Surprize, may fave. 
© Beſides, both he and all his Men, we know, 
Are mighty Men of Valour ; and will ſhow 
When once engag'd, no Wearineſs in Fight; 

© But, ſtung with Fury, will exert their Might : 
« Chat'dlike theMountainBear,of Whelps bereav'd, 
With double Force, as doubly they're aggriev'd, 
© They'll deal their Rage around, and ſcorn to yield 
© To twice Ten Thouſand Men the Bloody Field. 
« Whereas thy Men, undiſciplin'd and raw, 

« Too likely may, when firmly ſtood, withdraw, 
And turn the Back, and ſome be overthrown : 
Which when it ſhall among the Reſt be known, 
Will raiſe a Rumour, throughout all thy Hoſt, 
That Abſalom the Field hath wholly loft : 
And where that Rumour takes, it will prevail, 
To make the Courage of the Stouteſt fail. 

So ſhalt thou loſe the Day; and either die 
Upon the Spot, be !4'en, or forc'd to fly. 


* 


Which to prevent, my Counſel is, that ali 
* The Men of [/rael, in general, 
From one End to the other, of the Land, 
© Be drawn together, like th' annumber'd Sand 
« On the Sea-Shore and thou, their Lord and Head, 
Into the Field do them, in Perſon, lead. 
| | | : Go 
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© So ſhall we on thy Father, and his Men, 
« Fall, like the Dew upon the Ground : and then 
Nor he, nor any that are with him, can 


« Eſcape our Hands: we'll have them to a Man. 


But in ſome Fort ſhould he himſelf immure, 
We'll there inveſt him round, till we procure 
© Ropes to the Place, and draw it down by force, 
And fink it in the rapid Water-Courſe.” 


Thus Huſbai, like an Orator, did play 
Upon his Hearers Feakneſ5 ; and yet they 
Did not perceive it, nor his Purpoſe ſee ; 
But Prince and People did as One agree, 
That Huſbai's Counſel did by far excel 
The Counſel given by Abitbopbel. 
Nor is it ſtrange : for twas the Lord that wrought 
ThisChange in them; that what before they thought 


Was good, they now diſſił d: that he might bring 


Juſtice on Abſalom their Self-made King. 


But when Abitbopbel (who ne'er could brook 
Competitor, nor on a Rival look, 
But rack'd with Envy, to behold that they 
Not only were reſolv'd to diſobey 
His Counſel (which he as Direction, gave; 
And did expect Applauſe, and Thanks, to have 
But Huſhai's Counſel did to his prefer, 
(Not able, an Affront ſo high, to bear) 
Saddling his Aſs, away he {trait did Trot; 
And, in good Time to his own City gor. 
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Where, having wiſely ſettled his Affairs, 
He to the Halter's Help, with ſpeed, repairs : 
Which having firmly faſten'd to a Rafter, 

He ſtretch'd his Neck t* avoid Afronts hereafter. 


There let him hang: while we look back, and heed 
How Huſbai's better Counſel did ſucceed. 
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When Hußbai had done ſpeaking, e'er he knew 
How it would be accepted, he withdrew 
And to the Prieſts ( Zadock, Abiathar ) 
Related what had paſt, and what a Far 
Had been, in Counſels, *rwixt Abitbopbel 
And him: and, what each had advis'd, did tell. 
But not yet knowing which would follow'd be, 
He wiſh'd them to inform the King, that he 
Might not that Night lodge in the Plain; but ſpeed 
Him o'er the River, that he might be freed, 
From Death and Danger, which he might ſuſtain, 
If he ſhould ſtay *till Morning in the Plain. 


The Prieſts two Sons without the City ſtay'd, 
(For to be ſeen within they were afraid) 
To them their Fathers, by a certain Maid, 
The Meſſage they ſhauld carry ſtraight convey'd ; 
Which when they had receiv*d, away they hy“. 
But, by a Youth, unhappily were ſpy'd, 
And thereupon purſu'd ; but by the Way, 
They, in a Well conceaPd, ſecurely lay: 
A Matron o'er its Cover having ſpread, 


 Groynd-Corn, as if to dry for making Bread: 


And | 
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And, when the Coaſt was clear they poſted on; 
And told the Meſſage, which they came upon. 


David, thus warn'd aroſe : and, in the Night, 
Paſs'd over Fordan. By the Morning Light, 
He, and the People with him, all were gone : 
Nor of his Army mifs*d they any one. 


G 


O Mahanahim now King David goes, 
His Friends to meet with, and to miſs his Foes. 
This was the Place, where Jacob, long before, 
God's Angels meeting, did his Help implore ; 
And gave it then this Name : by which is ſhown 
Two Hoſts, God's Hoſt of Angels : and his own. 


Here David Friendſhip found, and was ſupply'd 
With needful Things, while he did here abide : 
Which was not long. Abſalom, now an Hoſt 
Had rais'd, of which he thought he well might boaſt, 
Over his Army he Anaſa made 
His General. With Banners then diſplay'd, 


He over Fordan paſs'd, a Rebel right, 
Againſt his Father, and his King, to Fight. 


When David knew, that his Son Abſalom, 
With a great Holt, was over Jordan come, 


To give him Battle : he his Men drew forth ; 
Who though not many, were all Men of worth : 


And, though his Army was but ſmall, he choſe + 


It into three Batta/lions to diſpoſe. 
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The Firſt of theſe he unto Joab gave; 

Abiſhai, Foal's Brother, was to have 

The Second; noble Hiai led the Third: 
Second to none, for Uſe of Spear and Sword. A 
The King himſelf intended too to go 

At Head of them, as Gen'raliſſimo: 

But that the People by no Means would yieid, 

That he himſelf ſhould hazard in the Field. 

They repreſented that the Enemy 

Would not regard, it half of them ſhould die; 

So much as if they him could take or ſlay. 


Therefore they beg2*d, he from theField would 1 
And, if Oc caſion ſhould require, would ſend 


Them Succours. He was forc'd to condeſcend. 


But when they march'd away, he, ſtanding by, 
Shew'd a paterna! Paſſion in his Eye. 
His Bowel; roll'd towards his gracele/s Son, 
And (as preſaging that the Ficld was won) 
Thus to the ſev'ral Generals he ſpake ; 
Deal gently with the young Man, for my ſake. 


The Field now taken, and the Battle join'd, 
The YViftory, to David's Side inclin'd : 
But not without a cruel Slaughter made 
Of them that were by Ab/alom betray'd 
Into this Treaſon. Twenty Thouſand fell 
On his Side. For, although he did excel 
In Numbers: yet, they fighting in a Wood, 
His Numbers could not do him half the Good, 
M As 
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As, in an open champain Plain, they might; 
Where they could every Man have come to fight 


Hopeleſs, at length the routed Rebels flee 
And David's Men purſue them eagerly. 


The Rebel Abſalom, now forc'd to run 
Wherc*er his fell Purſuers he might ſhun, 
Confus'd with Rage and Horror, Guilt and Fear, 
And puſhing on the trackleſs Wood to clear, 
Amongſt the Boughs of a thick-ſpreading Oak, 
His Head was caught, and fix'd as in a Yoke. 
His Mule went on, and left him hanging there, 
Twixt Earth and Heaven, in the open Air: 
Nor could he free himſelf, his buſhy Hair, 

His Ornament before, was now his Snare. 

Him, hanging thus, a certain Soldier faw 3; 
And, paſſing by him with reſpeciſul Awe, 
Haſted to Joab, and to him thus ſpoke : 

I oblerv'd Ab/lom hanging in an Oak. 

And didſt thou! Joab ſaid; why did ſt not ſmite 
Him to the Ground, and ki him there ou:right * 
Hadſt thou doue "Up I would have kindly dealt 
By thee, and given thee a Soldier's-Belt, 

Beſide Ten Shekels. O! cry'd out the Man, 
Though I a Thouſand Shekels might have wan, 

I would not do't! For I did plainly hear 

Our Lord the King (whom we ought all to fear) 
A ſtrict Charge give, that none ſhould dare to touch 
His Son, ſo as to Hurt him. And 'tis much 
But thou thyſelf, if I this Thing had done, 
Would'ſt have, amongſt the reſt, againſt me run. 
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705 haſtily reply'd ; and ſtruck him mute: 
No Time had he to trifle in Diſpute. 
Three Darts he ſnatch'd, and eagerly he ſprung 
To where the Prince now agonizing hung ; 
Againſt him he directed ev'ry Dart, 
And pierc'd him thrice, yet living, thro' the Heart. 
Then caus'd his Armour-Bearers, Ten young Men, 
Out right to kill him; which they did; and when 
He ſaw him dead, he a Retreat did ſound; 
That no more Hebrew Blood might ſtain the Ground. 


Thus fell th' Uſurper Abſalom. Thus fell 
He, who againſt his Father durſt rebel. 
Thus fell a Prince, in Body and in Mind, 
So well accompliſh'd, that he ſeem'd defign'd 
For Government, would he the Time have ſtaid, 
And not his royal Father's Throne invade. 


But blind Ambition, kindling hot Deſire 
In him, had ſet his boiling Blood on Fire. 
He thought his Father drew too long his Breath, 
Nothing would ferve him but the Crown or Death, 
The Crown he milgd., A cruel Death he found; 
Stab*d, hackt & hew*d, with many a ghaſtly Wound. 


His mangled Body to a filthy Pit, 
Near to the Place he fell in, they commit: 
And, without Ceremony, load his Bones, 
With an huge Heap of undiſtinguiſb'd Stones. 
Which muſt have fery*d him for a Monument, 
Had not he, in his Life-time, with Iatenr 
M 2 To 


172 DAVYIDEIS. Boox IVI 


To keep his Name up, having then no Son, 
Set up a Pillar (with his Name thereon:) 
Which unto after-Ages did remain; 


And bore his Name, long after he was ſlain. 


2 
The Field thus won, and the unhappy Head 
Of this unnatTal Inſurrection, dead; 


Their Care was next, what cautious Terms to uſe, 
In ſendiag to the King th* unwelcome News. 


ned As tw ß © and 


Some Strife aroſe, who ſhould the Tidings bear; 
And divers, for the Office, forward were. 
Young Abimaaz, good old Zadeck's Son, 

Of Joab begg'd that he therewith migat run; 
But Joab doubting that it would not be 
Acceptable, unwilling was that he, 

Whom he well lov'd, ſhould go; and rather choſe 
One leſs reſpected than his Friend t' expoſe. 

For though the Victory was Cauſe of Joy, 

The Death of Abſalom would that deſtroy. 

He therefore bid black Ciiſbi go and tell 

The King the Matter, juſt as it befel. 

He ran. But Abimaaz not content, 

Unleſs he too on the fame Errand went, 

Did preſs fo hard, for Leave to Run, that he 
Got Leave : but by meer Importunity. 

Then ſetting forth, and running by the Plain, 
He ſo much Ground did of the Blackmoor gain, 
That he got firſt to Court; and That did tell 
Which needs muſt pleaſe : tor he ſaid ,all is well. 
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But when the King, whoſe Heart was ſet upon 
The Welfare of his diſobedient Son, 
Ad, 1s the young Man ſafe? poor Alimaaz, 
Not knowing what to fay, did on him 
Loth to confeſs what he could not deny, 
Nor yet well knowing how to put it by: 
Of that, which, with the K ing, was the main Chance, 
He, too well knowing, pleaded [enorance. 


gaze : 


Then ftanding by, as bid; in Cuſbi ran, 


And to relate his Meſſage thus began. 


Tydings, my L. ord, the King: for thee this Day 
The Lord avenged hath ; fo that all they 
That roſe againſt thee, now are overcome. 


But cry'd the King, How igt with Ab/alom ? 


Say, Is the young Man ſafe ? Cuſbi replies, 

So may it be with all thine Enemies, 

Alis with him. — This David underſtood, 

And from his Eyes ſtrait guſhed forth a Flood 

Of melting Tears. Paternal Pity wrought, 

And overwhelmed each prudential Thought. 

Up Stairs he went : and, as he went, he cry'd, 

O my Son ArsALOM!I would I bad dy'd 

For thee O ABSALOu, My Son my Son! 

And thus he cry*d, and ſtill he kept alone. 

His Face he cover'd, and let looſe the Rein 

To beundle/s Grief ; of Noble Aus the Bane: 

This turn'd the Triumph, proper for the Day, 

To Afourning. The brave Soldiers ſunk away, 
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As Men aſham'd. They who the Field had won, 
Stole in, as if they /rom the Field had run. 
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HIS was to Foab told, who weighing well 
How this Behaviour might the Courage quell 
Of all the Army; or raiſe Diſcontent ; 
Which might be doubly dang'rous in th' Event. 
(For Soldiers, if themſelves they /ſizbted find, 
Will ſhift their Sides as nimbly as the Wind) 
He, that he might his Duty not forſake, 
Went to the King, and Soldier: lite, thus ſpake. 
© Thy faĩthfulServants (who have riſqu'd their Lives 
© Thee to preſerve, thy Children and thy Wives) 
Thou ſhamed haſt, by ſhewing thou extends 
© More Love to Enemies than to thy Friends. 


Thy Carriage this Day ſhews, thou doſt not heed 


Or Prince, or Servant: for, in very Deed 

« If Avalom had liv'd, it's plainly ſeen, 

And we all dy'd, thou had'it well pleaſed been. 
Wherefore, ariſe, go forth, and kindly ſpeak 
Unto thy Servants ; elſe away they'll break 
Before the Morning: for I boldly dare 

Unto thee, by the God of Val, ſwear, 
That, if thou come not in the Peoples Sight, 
There will not tarry one with thee this Night. 
Ard that will be worſe to thee, I avow, 
Than all the Evil thou haſt felt'till now. 
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By this bold Speech, (perhaps more neceſſary, 
Than either decent, or diſcreet and wary) 
Foab ſo rouz'd the King, that off he threw 
His Wailing- Fit. And bing a Prince that knew 
To his Condition how to ſuit his Hand, 
And to oblige as well as to command; 
He haſten'd down unto the City Gate, 
And there, as heretofore in Publick fate. | 
Which known, the People (who before had fled 
Each to his Tent, as if they had no Head) 
Now flock unto him, and with deaf *ning Sound 
Of zoyful Acclamations him ſurround, 


And now a gallant Emulation roſe 
Amongſt the Tribes; Each to be foremoſt choſe, 
In ſhewing their Affection to the King, 
And ſtriving him in Triumph home to bring. 
This firſt among thoſe Men of Vel fell, 
(Tis thought) whom v/alom had made rebel; 
Who that they might wipe off the Guili and Stain 
Ot that fou! Crime, and Credit ſo regain, 
Spurr'd one another on, and ſcem'd to vie 
Which ſhould moſt ſignalize his Loyalty, 
In bringing back the King: Whom now they prar/e, 
Recount his Merits, and admire his Ways. 


But Judab, his own Tribe, c backward were, 


This drow/y Negligence did grieve the King. 


That, therefore, them he to a Senſe might bring 
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Of what became them, he a Meſſage ſends 
To Zadock and Wiatbar, his Friends; 
Commanding they ſhould to the Elders ſpeak 
From him ; and thus the Matter to them break. 


Why are ye to bring back the King? the Ia? 
« Why ye ſo ew, when others run fo faſt ? 
Have ye forgot that ye my Brethren are, 
My Bones and Hleſb (fo have a greater Share 
In me than others?) Why do ye let flip 
© The Seaſon ? and let others you out- ſtrip 
In Love and Lyyalty? This Caution take, 
© And to yourſelves Advantage of it make.“ 


He bid them allo to Amaſa ſay, 
(Amaſa, Gen'ral but the other Day, 
Of all the Rebels) Art not thou to me 
© A Kinſman, near by Confanguinity ? | 
© Return to thy Allegiance without Dread : 
© And be my General, in Foab's ſtead.” 


By thefe, and other ſuch, engaging Arts, 
He wrought ſo ſtrongly on the Peoples Hearts, 
That Judab, ſenfible they had been ſlack, 
Now haſten'd to him, to conduct him back. 


Got over Jordan, Shim:i was the firſt 
(Shimei, by whom he was fo lately curs'd, 
And rudely treated) who, the Tide thus turn d, 
Contrary to his Expectation, mourn'd, 
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Or ſcem d to mourn : perhaps the crafty Knave 
Might Sorrow feign, his guilty Head to ſave ; 
His Guilt and Danger now impell'd him in, 
To beg King David's Pardon for his Sin. 


He therefore, pufhing in with Judab, led 
A Thouſand Benjamites, himſelf the Head; 
To ſhew, perhaps, what Intereſt he had 
(Which was the worſe in one that was ſo bad) 
Or, if Occaſion were, his Caule to plead, 
And for him with the King to interceed. 
This Traitor was the firſt who met the King, 
And on his Knees Peccavi thus did fing. 


Let not my gracious Lord the King, ſaid he, 
* Impute this Day Iniquity to me! 
* Nor bear in Mind what I perverſly ſaid, 
© And did againſt him, when he was betray'd! 
For I, thy Servant know, mat I therein 
* Am guilty of an execrable Sin. 
© Thercfore I, with the firft, am hither come, 
« To wait upon my Lord, and bring him home, 
Pardon, my Lord O King, my Fault I pray, 
Let me find Mercy at thine Hand this Day. 


Before the King could any Anſwer make, 
Abiſhai, Zerviab's forward Son, thus ſpake. 
What ! ſhall not Shimei be put to Death! 

That Rebel Shimei ! who with pois'nous Breath, 
Did rail upon, and curſe the Lord's Anointed ! 
What, leſs than Death, can be to him W 
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This ſounded harſhly in good David's Ear, 
And that to him he quickly made appear. 
For, What, ſaid he, have I with you to do, 
© Ye buſy Sons of Zerviab, that you, { 1 
© On all Occaſions, ſtill contrive to be, 
© As much as in you lies, averſe from me? 
© Shall any Man be put to Death this Day 
In Jrael? The Lord, and I, fay nay. 

For have not I, think ye, good Cauſe to know 
That I, fo lately near an Overthrow, 

c Still King of Jrael am, by Heaven's Grace 
Which ſhould with you, as well as me, have Place. 

For ſince the Lord this Day doth me reſtore 

< Unto the Throne on which I ſate before, 

It ought to be a Day of tbankful Joy, 

© Which no ſad Execution ſhould annoy. 

Then turning unto Shimei, Thou, ſaid he, 
© Shalt not be put to Death, for this, by me.” 
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The End of the Fouxrn Book. 
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Mong the reſt, whom Love, or Int'reft, drew 
To meet theKing,falſeZ:ba came; who knew, 
When once his Maſter came in David's Sight, 
His baſe Deceit would then be brought to Light. 
That therefore he might ſtil] retain the Place, 
He had, by Falſbood, gain'd in David's Grace; 
He, with his Fifteen Sons, and Twenty Men, 
Came, with Pretence to bring him home again. 


But now Mepbibaſbetb (who, being lame, 
Was not /o Nimble) in due Seaſon came, 
To clear himſelf from Ziba's falſe Report, 
And on the Wretch his Treachery retort. 


When David aſk*d, why went thou not with me, 
Mephibefheth ? My Lord O King, ſaid he, 
My faulty Servant Ziba, me deceiv'd: 
And helpleſs me, he of his Help bereav'd. 
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© T order'd him to faddle me an Aſs, 

That thereon unto the King might pafs, 
Not able elſe to go. Away be igt, 

And me of Means to follow wholly ſtript. 

* Nor is that all; but he hath /ander'd too 
Thy Servant to my I.ord, with Words untrue, 
* But well I know, my Lord the King is wiſe : 
© Do therefore what ſhall ſeem good in thine Eyes, 
«* I plead no Merit: All I have I place 

© To the Account of thine abundant Grace. 


Enough! reply'd the King, my Word ſhall ſtand: 
Theu ard thy Servant all divide the Land. 


Thus having wrong*d Mepbibaſbeth before, 
In firigping him, unbeard, of all his Store: 
That Wrong he by a ſomewhat le Wreng ſalves, 
And doth the wrong d Man Juſtice but by Halves. 


Meptibeſbeth not only was moſt clear 
From Ziba's Charge, as plainly did appear; 
But allo bad fo true a Mourner been, 
For David's Trouble, that he ne'er was ſeen 
To dreſi bis Feet, though lame; nor trim his Beard, 
Nor in clean Linnen ever had appear'd 
To cheer his Body, from the very Day 
In which the King, diſtreſſed, went away, 
Until the Day he came again ; which made 
His Caſe the harder, being duly weigh'd. 
Yer he, good Man, for Joy the King was come 
In Peace, and Safety, to his Royal Home, 
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Regardleſs what might to himſelf befal, 
Cry'd, Ay, Let Ziba, if he will, take all. 


We heard before of certain Men, that came 
To bring the King Supplies, at Mabanaim ; 
Of theſe Barzillai was, the Gileadite ; 

Who did the King ſupport with great Delight. 
The Senſe whereof did fo affect the King, 
That to Jeruſalem he fain would bring 

The good old Man; that there he might have ſhew*d 
The higheſt Marks of Royal Gratitude. 


But good Barzillai did to go refuſe, 
And by his hoary Age himſelf excuſe. 
© I am, ſaid he, full Foxrſcore Years of Age, 
And therefore, with good Reaſon, may preſage 
« My Days cannot be many. I am paſt 
The Pleaſures of a Court, I cannot taite 
My Food with Relih. *T were an Overitght 
For me in vocal Muſick to delight. 
My Ears too heavy to diſtinguiſh Sounds, 
And me the Harbinger of Death ſurrounds. 
Why then ſhould I a further Burden be 
« Unto my Lord tine King! oh no! Let me 
Wait on thee over Jordan, and return 
« Unto my City, and my Parents Urn: 
© That there, amongſt my People, I may die, 
And in my Parents Sepulchre may lie. | 
But lo, my Son, thy Servant Chimvam ; he 
Shall wait upon iny Lord, and always be x 
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© At thy Command. Him to thee I commit : 
And thou mayſt do to him what thou thinks fit. 


That PII perform, ſaid David, and to thee, 
Will give beſides what thou ſhalt aſk of me. 
This ſaid, the good old Man he kindly kiſt, 
And with his Royal Ble/ing him diſmiſt. 


Then march*d he on, attended very well, 
By Judah, and one Half of Iſrael. 
That Half, or Part, be it ſuppos'd to be, 
Which was not from the late Rebellion free : 
And therefore now would more officious ſeem, 
That they their ſhaken Credit might redeem. 


But now again a freſh Contention roſe 
Between them, which of Hriends ſoon made them Fees. 


Theſe Men of ['/-ac/ could not now contain 
Their Anger; but did to the King complain 
Of Judab; that they ſtole from them the King, 
That they alone might him o'er Jordan bring. 
The Ground of which they did not underſtand ; 
And therefore did their Reaſons now demand. 


The Men of Judab briſkly anſwer'd thus: 
Becaule the King is near a-kin to us. 
More brisk than true. David, indeed, was lo ; 
But not as King. Kings are a-kin, we know, 
To all their Subjects; and alike to all, 
That faithful are to them, both great ard /ma!7. 
Why 
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Why, added Judab, do ye then contend ? 
We did our Duty, without ſelfiſh End: 

We neither Eat at the King's Charge, nor yet 
Receiv'd from him a Giſt, or Benefit. 


But we (the Men of [/-ael reply'd) 
Have that to ſay which will the Cauſe decide : 
For we have Ten Parts in the King; while you 
Cannot pretend, at moſt, to more than To. 
Why then, fince we the greater Number are, 
Did ye deſpiſe us ? and proceed fo far, 
As to bring back our Sov'reign Lord the King, 
Without conſulting us; and thereby bring | 
Contempt upon us? Thus they brawl and chide ; 
And toſs the fiery Ball from Side to Side. 
But Judab's Words, in this Contention, fell 
More hot and fierce, than thoſe of Vael. 
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O W needful *tis hot Anger to ſuppreſs, 
Wrath to repel; for Wrath is all Exceſs ? 
Not to give Way to Paſſion! Nor too high 
Reſent an apprehended Injury“ 

Much lets to let the Tongne, upon Debate, 

Break looſe, in Words which may exaſperate. 
For often Words, like Flint and Steel, ftrikeFire, 
And thereby the Contcn!ioz raile the higher. 

So have I ſcen what from a Sparkle came, 

Blown, by hot Breath, into a furious Flame. 
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Thus, in the preſent Conteſt, it befel 
The Men of Judab and of Tf acl. 
The Men of Ifrael did reſent too high 
A ſlight Offence : Judab at them let fly 
A thund"ring Volly, in ſuch cutting Words, 
As wounded deeper than the ſharpeſt Swords; 
And made the 1/raelites almoſt repent, 
That &er to wait upon the King they went. 


This being obſerv'd by Sheba, Bichr?s Son, 
A Benjamite, who thither that Day run 
Among the reſt ; not willing to let go 
So fit a Time, his factkious Mind to ſhow, 
He blew a Trumpet; and each [/raelite 
To freſh Rebellion did thus invite: 


© No Part have we in David; nor poſſeſs 
* We any Share now in the Son of 7. 
« Wherefore, O [/rael, to your Tents betake 
* Yourſelves forthwith ; and Fefe's Son forſake.“ 


So ſpake this Man of Belial; and ſo did 
The Men of Vrael: Strait away they flid 
From David ; and with nimble Paces run 
After rebellious Sheba, Bichr?s Son. 

But Judab clave intirely to their King, 
And kim in Honour ſafely home did bring. 


When thus return'd, the firſt Thing by him done, 
Was to Hut up thoſe Concubines, his Son 
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Defiled had; to whom he did allot 
Fit Maintenance: but thenceforth us'd them not. 


That done, he did Anaſa to him call 
(Whom he deſign'd to make his General) 
And bid him all the Men of Judab raiſe, 
And draw them up before him, in three Days. 
Away Amaſa went, but longer ſtaid : 
Although what haſte he could, he doubtleſs made. 
The King, uneaſy at Amaſa's Stay, 
(As knowing Danger riſes from Delay) 
Abiſhai to him calPd, and bid him take 
The Forces ready. After Sheba make 
With all the Speed he could ; left he ſhould get 
The fenced Towns, his Treaſon to abet. 


Out march'd Abihai, leading Joab's Men, 
The Cheretbites and Pelzthites : but when, 
Upon the Way, Anaſa in did fall, 
He took the chief Command as General. 4 


Joab, not by the King expreſly ſent, 
Yet, loving Aion, with his Soldiers went, 
And envying Amaſa (as indeed | 
He envy'd all, who might himſelf ſucceed) 
He manag'd ſo, that, from its Sheath, his Sword 
Dropp'd unawares, as of its own accord; 
And quick, as tho? he would not ſeem to ſtand, 
He ſnateh'd it up, and bore it in his Hand. 


N Ama ſa 
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Amaſa ſaw it: but ſuſpected not, 

That 7 therein againſt him had a Plot. 
For, taking it to be an Accident, 
He was, for his own Safety, leſs intent. 
Joab advanc'd. And, under feigned Show 
Of Kindneſs, aſk'd him, Brother, how- doſt do? 
And kiſſing him, moſt treach'rouſly, the while 
A deadly Wound he gave him, with a Smile. 
Out dropp'd his Bowels: There Amaſa lay, 
Welt' ring in Gore, amidſt the publick Way. 
So dy'd a great and valiant Man : ſo fell, 
By Treachery, a Prince in Iſrael. 


On 7oab, with Abi/hai went, in Queſt 
Of Sheba, leaving One, to tell the Reſt, 
That he, who favour'd Foab, and who was 
For David, after Foab on ſhould pals. 
Which notwithſtanding, as the Men drew nigh 
The Place, where murder*d Amaſa did lic; 
They made an Halt: nor would a Step advance : 
But gazing ſtood, like People in a Trance. 
Which One obſerving, quickly (as behov'd) 
Amaſa's Corps, out of the Way remov'd, 
Into a Field, and cover'd it: which done, 
The warlike People after Joab run. 


$heba mean while, through all the Tribes had paſt. 
And to the City Abel came at laft ; 
His Kindred Beerites join'd him on the Way, 
To ſhare with him the Fortune of the Day. 
Here 
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Here Sheba fix'd ; the Place was fortify'd. 
Here J belieg'd him, and his Force apply'd. 
Sheba, within, reſolves (but all in vain) 

The Town againſt th' Afſailants to maintain. 
The Siege grows hot ; the Engines ſhake theWall: 
The next Aſſault is like to make it fall. 

Which done, the fur'ous Soldiers ſtrait ruſh in, 
With Sword in Hand, and ſo the City win. 
Uathinking, in their Heat the People ſlay, 
And afterwards, they ſeize upon the Prey. 


Foreſeeing this, a prudent City Dame, 
Straight to prevent it, on the Bulwark came; 
And cry'd to the Beſegers, hear, O hear: 
And ſpeak, I pray, to 7oab to come near, 
That we may treat a little—Straight he came, 
(Not thinking much to Parley with a Dame, 
Rough though he was) ſhe his Attention won, 
An antient Cuſtom urging, thus begun. 


© In old Time they (ſaid ſhe) were wont to ſay, 
At Abel, ſurely, they will Counſel Pray ;* 
And fo the Matter ended Thus ſhe tripp*d 
Tais bold Commander,who thro' Haſte had ſlipp'd 
The Law of * Heraldry; which did provide, 
That Peace ſhould firſt be offer'd, fair Means try*@, 
Before a Seige was laid. Which had he done, 
He needed not, this hoſtile Courſe have run. 

N 2 Thus 


* 


8 


—ͤ— 


* 2 Dent. XI. 10. 


188 DAVID EIS. Book V. 


Thus having gently pinched him, becauſe 
He had not well obſerv'd the Fecial Laws; 
She told him, though her Citizens, and ſhe, 
Both faithful were and peaceable : yet he 
Sought to deſtroy a City, known full well 
To be a Mother too, in Iſrael. 
Then aſk'd him, how he could the Seige advance, 
To ſwallow up the Lord's Inheritance. 


This ſtartled Jab. Far be it from me, 
That I unjuſtly ſhould deſtroy, ſaid he 
The Matter is not ſo. But ye protect 
A Rebel who King David doth reject. 
The Son of Bichri, Sheba is his Name, 
(To you, and all true Maelites, a Shame) 
Deliver him alone, and I, in pity 
To you, will raiſe my Seige, and free your City. 


Nay, ſaid the Woman, ſure, if that be all; 
His guilty Head we'll throw thee o'er the Wall. 
Then to her Citizens the Woman went, 

And did to them ſo wiſely repreſent 

The Caſe, their Danger; which ſo cloſe ſhe put, 
That from his Shoulders, Sbeba's Head they cut, 
And it immediately to Foab threw; 
Who, ſeeing that, a peaceful Trumpet blew. 
They raiſ'd the Siege, and to their Tents retir'd, 
And much the Matron's Wiſdom all admir'd. 


CH AP. 
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CHAP. III. 


Heſe two Rebellions quelled, which of late 
Gave ſuch Diſturbance to the Civil State; 
The Court new-modelPd was, Removes were made 
Of Miniſters, ſome old aſide were laid. 
Only fierce Joab (who was now more bold, | 
Than welcome to the King) his Place will hold. 


A ſtanding Army David muſter'd then, 
Conſiſting of Three Hundred Thouſand Men, 
Which into Twelve Brigades divided were: 
Anſwering to the Twelve Months of the Year. 
In each Brigade were twice Twelve Thouſand ; and 
A Thouſand Officers did them Command. 
Theſe took their Turns, in Times of Peace, to be 
A Month on Duty : and Eleven free ; 

And as their Month return'd, in ev'ry Year, 
Did each Brigade, at Court, in Arms appear. 
But all, in Time of War did ready ſtand, 
On Sound of Trumpet to obey Command. 
Theſe to the Field King David often drew, 
His Enemies, on all Sides, to ſubdue. 


Faur Fields he with the Philiſtines did fight, 


Io each of which they brought a Man of Might, | 


An Arakim, one of Goliah's Race; 
Whom David's Warriors did not only chaſe : 
N 3 But 
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But ingle- handed did them ſingly ſlay; 
And, each Time, bore the Victory away. 


We read of Britiſh Arthur, and his Table 
Of WarlikeKnights (which ſome account a Fable, 
But grant it true :) They never might compare 
With David's Worthies, as their Deeds declare. 
Which whoſo liſts may, if he pleaſe to look, 
Read, at his Leiſure, in the Sacred Book. 


Not leſs concerned was this pious King 
God's Honour to promote; his Praiſe to ſing; 
Advance his Iorjhip ; Celebrate his Name; 
And others, with like Godly Zeal, inflame. 


The Art of God (which long before had been 
The Scorz and Scourge of the proud Philiſtine, 
And with Alinadab had fince remain'd ; 

Who for his entertaining it had gain'd 

Great Bleſſings from the Lord) the zealous King, 
With Jae! and Jadab, went to bring 

Unto Fern/alem : but, through Miſtake, 
Erring, the ſacred Law they plainly brake. 


The Lepgites, Sons, of f Kebath) ought to bear 
The Ark upon their 'Sheulders. They, to ſpare 
Their Shouiders (learning the P3:li/tian Art) 
Stick not to clap the Ark into a Cart. 
God's. they truſt to ſtumbling Oxen, which 


Might Rave! the Hr o'crthrown into a Ditch. 
The 


4 
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The Oxen ſtumbling, caugd the Ark to ſhake ; 
Well meaning Uzzah Care thereof doth take: 
Puts forth his Hand, and holds it, leſt it fall, 
And inſtant dies, which terrifies them all. 


The Lord's a Sovereign Prince; and won't permit, 
That Man ſhall vary from his Law @ whit. 
The Law was plain and eaſy ; all muſt fay, 
The Fault upon the Levites only lay. 

Diſfpleas*'d was David, that through their defau't, 
This ſudden Death was on poor Uzzab brought. 
And fince the Stroke by Gop himſelf was giv'n, 
Much David fear*d the Majeſty of Heav'n, 

Leſt of the Matter he ſhould diſapprove, 

As well as Manner, een the Ars Remove. 

Not daring therefore at that Time to bring 
The Ark unto Feruſalem, the King 

Left it at Obed-Edom's ; who was bleſt, 
During the Time the Art with him did reſt. 

But Three Months after, on maturer Thought, 
The Ark into Feruſalem was brought 
In its due order; and was placed there 
In a fair Tent, which David did prepare. 

For he, before he would attempt again, 
What he before had enterpriz d in vain, 
Convening Prieſts and Levites, did declare, 
None but the Levites ought the Ark to bear. 
Bing therefore charg'd, themſelves to ſanctify, 


Thar to the Ark they ſafely might draw nigh, 
N 4 And 
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And take it up: which had they done before; 
They had not ſuffer'd what they now deplore. 
Then on they go, and, as they go, rejoyce, 
Accomp'nying Inſtruments with Sound of Voice. 


But none, of all the Company, more glad 
Appear'd to be, than David; who was clad 
In Linnen-Epbod, and did leap and dance 
Before the Ark, with joyful Countenance, 


Queen Micba!, in his Dancing, David ſpies, 
And looking on him with diſdainful Eyes, 
Brake forth in taunting Terms. For which ſhe was 
Condemn'd her Life in Barrenneſs to paſs. 
Sore Puniſhment indeed ! which her did bind 
Frem Bearing him, who was to ſave Mankind. 
The Ark thus brought, and with triumphant Grace 
And due Devotion, fettled in its Place, 

The pious King, who did before it dance, 
Now ſtudied how God's Honour to advance. 


The Prigſs and Levites he diſpogd in Courſes 
(Ast before had done his Martial Forces) 
To eath his proper Service he aſſign'd, 
Whichkgghey ſhould execute, with willing Mind. 
Some W Burnt-Offeriazs and Sacrifices ; 

With Rites belonging to thoſe Exerciſes. 

On Inſtfuments of Mzv/ir% ſome to play, 

And praiſe the Lord, upon each /olemn Day. 
To Prayer ſome, Some to give Thanks. Some 51 
The Lord, and feek his Wonders to expreſs. 


Nor 
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Nor ſtaid he here. His right Religious Mind, 
To Buiid an Houſe for Jael's God, inclin'd. 
A ſacred Tempie he defign'd to build, 

Which with majeſtick Glory ſhould be fill'd. 


This Godly Purpoſe of his royal Heart 
The pious King to Nathan did impart : 
The gudly Prophet, of the Motion glad, 
That he might Strength to his Intentions add, 
(Too haſtily, without Command) ſaid, Go, 
And what is in thine Heart to do, that do: 
For God is with thee. The good Man, in this, 
Through ſtrong Deſire to have it done, did 505. 


For that ſame Night the Lord his Prophet bid, 
Go tell his Servant David (which he did) + 
That in thine Heart it was, an Houſe to raiſe 
To me, wherein to celebrate my Praiſe, 

J take it well. But therefrom thou art freed : 
Thy Vill, by me, is taken for the Deed. 
Thou ſhalt not build the Houſe : for thou haſt led 
Great Armies to the Field, much Blood haſt, ſhed. 
But when thy Head is laid, a peaceful King, 
Who of thy Seed, and from thy Loins ſhallfpriog, 
Shall build my Houſe ; which muſt be built Peace. 
Who builds for God, from War and Blood muſt ceaſe. 


Submiſſive David, with an humble Mind, 
Intirely to the Will of God reſign'd ; 
In ſolemn Manner, did to God expreſs 
His hearty Thanks, and his great Name did bleſs : 


And 
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And ſtill, with Diligence, himſelf apply'd, 
Materials for the Building to provide. 

Gold, Silver, Precious Stones, Braſs, Iron, Wood 
Of divers Sorts: whatever ſeemed-good 

For cboiceſt Uſe, he in abundance ſtor'd, 
Won, from his Enemies, by Dint of Sword. 
To which he added fo much of his own, 
As drew his Princes (when it once was known) 
Chiet Fathers, Captains, Rulers, to expreſs 
By their free Offerings, their Thankfulneſs. 
All which the King to Solomon demis'd, 
With ſuch Iaſtruction as the Lord advis'd; 
Aſſigning to each Part its proper Uſe, 

To build and ornament the ſacred Houſe. 


_ = ; 


Uring the Reign of David, there had been, 
Three Years ſucceſſively (no Eaſe between) 
A raging Famine ; which did ſore oppreſs 
The 1faelites, and brought them to Diſtrels. 


The long Duration of this pinching Dearth 
(Which.pin'd the People, and defac'd the Earth) 
Made Dw#v:d, of the Lord, the Cauſe enquire, 
Which againſt Jſrael, had provok'd his Ire. 
The Anſwer was, it was for faithleſ5 Saul, 

And for his b/oody Houſe, this Plague did fall 

Upon the People : which, perhaps, was due, 

Since, by their Help, the Gibeonites he flew. 
How 
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How, when, or why, he did this Fact commit, 
Is not deliver'd in the Sacred Writ. f 
We only read, he did it in his Zeal 

For Iſrael's and Judab's Common-Weal. 


Some think it was, when he the Witches ſlew, 
And ſought t' exterminate th* infernal * Crew: 
Tho' when een that was done, is not fo clear 
From holy Writ, to be aſcertain'd here. 


The Gibeonites were not of [5 ael, 
Although they with the Vaeliles did dwell. 
They, of the Amorite, a Remnant were, 

A People, 1/rae/”s Sword was not to ſpare. 
Which they fore-knowing, by a crafty-Wile, 
Good Jaſbua, and the Princes, did beguile. 


Theſe, feigning that Ambaſſadors they came 
From a far Country, did a Story frame; | 
That they ſo long had on their Journey been, 
That their Proviſions (which was plainly ſeen j 
Were grown corrupt. Their Bread, which hot 

from Home, 
They ſaid they brought, was mouldy now become. 
O1d Leathern Bottles rent and bound they ſhew ; 
Which they affirm'd, when they ſet out were new. 
Their tatter?d Cloaths, and clouted Shoes, did make | 
The 1/raelites give Heed to what they ſpake. 
And, being by this Stratagem betray'd, 


An unadviſed League they with them made, a> 
| 0 
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To let them live: And all the Princes ſware 
By Iſrael's God: whoſe Juſtice will not ſpare 
The Man, or People, that iz vain ſhall take 
His ſacred Name : but them Examples make. 
Wellnear four Hundred Years this League was kept 
Inviolate, till all the Fadges ſlept ; 

And the good Prophet Samuel was gone 

To Reſt; and wicked Saul yet filPd the Throne. 
And probably it was not very long 

Before his End, he did this curſed Wrong. 

For had it early been, it may be thought, 

The Puniſhment had iz his Time been brought. 


When now King David, on Enquiry, knew 
What *twas, that on the Land this Judgment drew; 
He call'd the Gibeoniles, and bid them ſay, | 
What they would have him do to take away | 
The Guilt of Blood. And how he might atone, 
For the Injuſtice Saul to them had done: 

- That Satisfaction given, they might bleſs 

The Lord's Inheritance, with ſuch Succeſs, 
That he, appea/ed, might his heavy Hand 
Remove, and ſmile again upon the Land. 

For Fnſ/tice God regards. And therefore he, 
How Jt ſo'er the wronged Party be, 

Will righted have, before he will remove 

The Rod, wherewith he doth chaſti/e in Love. 
The Gibeonites reply*d, its not our Will, 

That, for our Sakes, thou any Man ſhould kill 


In 
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In Jrael; nor Saul's Poſſeſſions crave. 
The only Thing which we deſire to have : 
The Man who us fo cruelly annoy'd, 
And who would us intirely have deſtroy'd, 
Let Seven of his Sons, without Delay 
Deliver'd be to us, that them we may 
Hang up, in Gibeah, unto the Lord. 

To their Demand King David did accord. 


Small Choice he had, out of Saul's Houſe, to take 
Sev'n Men, Atonement for Saul's Sin to make. 
Mephiboſheth, he had a ſpecial Care, 

For Jonatban his Father's Sake to ſpare : 
Having, Regard to Friendſhip, and the Oath 
Which long before had paſs'd between them both, 


Of all Saul's Sons, but Two were now alive, 
(Unhappy they, that they did him ſurvive, 
To undergo an ignominious Death 
For his Offence ;} 'Of theſe AMephiboſhetb, 
The Younger was: Armoni was the other: 
Both Sons of Rizpab, their afflicted Mother. 
Five Sons of Merab to make up the Tale 
He pitch'd upon. Merab might wel! bewail 
Her double Lofs. Of Dag id firſt, and then 
Of her Five Sons: A Set of proper Men» 
For had ſhe married David (which of right, 
She ſhould have done) She, without Queſtion might 
Have ſtill enjoy'd her Sons: Herſelf have been 
A joyful Mother, and an happy Queen. 


The 
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They ſhould be given up into the Hands 
Of the wrong' d Gibeonites, They, in a Word, 


Hang'd them up, Man by Man, before the Lord. 


This needful Execution being done, 
When Barley- Harveſt was but new begun ; 
And the dead Bodies being to remain 
Unburied, till the Lord, by ſending Rain 
(The want of which was the xzext Cauſe of Dearth) 


Should his Acceptance ſhew, and bleſs the Earth : 


Religious R:zpah, that ſhe might defend 
Theſe uninterred Bodies, did attend 
During the Time, as well by Night as Day, 


That neither Bird, nor Beaſt, might on them prey. 
For which End, on the Rock, where they lay dead, 


She a Pavilion did, of Sackcloth ſpread. 


Which pious Act of hers when David heard 
(After the Lord propitious had appear'd ) 
He took the Bones of Saul, which did remain 
At Fabeſb Gilead (where ey long had lain) 
Together with the Bones of Fonathar, 
His noble Friend (a brave and worthy Mar) 
And gathering up the Bones of theſe, who now 
Had hanged been : he on them did beſtow 
A Funeral ; and did them all inter 
In K:þ, their Father's proper Sepulchre. 


Which done, according to the King's Command: 


The Lord was pleas'd again to blets the Land. 
OE C HL AP. 
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| 


——— ——— — — 


Book V. DAVIDETS. 199 


| CU & K' 


HEN now the Lord had his Anointed bleſt, 
As well with inward Peace, as outwardReſtz 
Having ſubdu'd his Enemies, and made 

His Neighbours, round about him, all afraid 
Him to Offend : ſo that he now could ſay 

Unto his Friends, Ibis is the happy Day 

The Lord hath made ; let us, with tuneful Voice, 

| And thankful Heart, in this his Day rejoice. 


When to this peaceful State, the bappy King 
: Had thus attain*d, that he could ſweetly fing 
P/alms of Thankſgiving, while his Fingers play'd, 

And on his Harp meladious Muſick made: 
The reſtleſs Adver/ary of Mankind 
(Who Miſchief always had to Man deſign'd) 
Envying th* Happineſs which now befel, 
Under ſo good a King, poor [/razl, 
Did with a Thought hi royal Breaſt inſpire, 
Which quickly fet both — and Head on Fire. 
It kindled in him an ambitiaus Mind 

Io know his Strength, and ſtrongly him inclia'd, 
Unmindfu! of the Almizhiys Will, to dare, 
| To number all the People fit for War. 


—— ie A ns —— — — 


= Foad therefore, as his General, 
He gave Command to go, and Number all 
| .The 
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The People, fit for War, in every Tribe; 
And, in a Mſuſter- Roll, their Names deſcribe : 
That he might thereby know (vain Mind, alas !) 
How Strong, in Military Force, he was. 


The Snare, which David ſaw not, Foab ſaw, 
And labour'd David from it to withdraw: 
But all in vain. The King was fully bent 
To have his Will: Joab about it went 
Unwillingly ;, and, in ſome Ten Month's Time, 
Returning, ſhew'd the King his Strength and Crime. 


For he no ſooner the Account gave in, 
But David ſmitten in himſelf, his Sin 
Confeſſing, ſaid, I /inned greatly have, 
In that which I have done. And now I crave 
Thy. Pardon, Lord: and do moſt humbly pray, 
That thou'lt be pleas'd to take my Sin away. 
Ah! ſenſible I am, that herein 1 
Have err'd and done exceeding fooliſhly. 


Next Morning God, in high Diſpleaſure, ſent 
His Prophet, to denounce a Puniſhment 
To David tor his Sin. The Prophet goes, 
And thus his Meſſage doth to him diſcloſe. 


Thus ſaith the Lord, three Sorts of Puniſhment 
] ſet before thee, and am fully bent 
One of them to inflict : but leave to thee 
The Choice, which of them ſhall inflicted be. 
Chooſe 
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Chooſe therefore One; which I to thee may do: 
« For thy Offence ſhall not anpuniſb d go. 
Shall * Three Years more of Famins in thy Land 
(Which Three Years hath already ſuffer'd) ſtand? 
OR wilt thou, for three Months together flee 
Before thine Enemies, and chaſed be? 

OR ſhall], throughout thy Land, the Peſtilence 
For tbree Days rage, to puniſh thine Offence ?? 
Be now advis'd, ſaid Gad, think well what Word, 
I ſhall, from thee, return unto the Lord. 


Here the Gradations link, as it appears, 
From Months to Days, and unto Months from Zears. 
Three Months of bloody War, tis likely, may 
As many, as three Years of Famine, lay. 
And three Days Peſtilence, accounted are 
To equal three Months of devouring War 


Great was the Straight poor David now was in 
(Ah! What but Straights attends preſumptuous Sin] 
Which of the Three to chooſe, he's unprepar'd, 
Lo chooſe was Favour : But the Choice was bard. 


Famine the Land had felt too late before: 
That too would firſt and moſt, affect the Poor. 
Himſelf it would not reach; to whom, he knew, 
The Rod was chiefly, tho* not only, due. 


Like Reaſon was of War. In Perſon He 
Might be, for three Months time, from Danger free, 


O Be ſides. 


—— 


I Cros XI. 12. 


202 Dr . 


Beſides, if rae! ſhould be beat, and fly 

So long and oft : it might the Encmy 
Embolden, of their Strength, or Cauſe, to boaſt ; 
And to bla/pheme the Lord, the God of Hoſts. 


Thele therefore wav'd, the King reſolv'd, at laſt, 


Himſelf into the Hand of God to caſt. 

Into the Hand of God, faid he, let's fall ; 
And humbly unto him for Mercy call. 

His Mercy's great. I, by Experience, know 
He will, apsn Repentance, Mercy ſhow. 


In him I truſt. To him, diſtreſt I fly: 
And on his tender Mercies I rely, 


But let me not into the Hands of Man 
Be caſt: tor he will do the worſt he can. 


The Choice this made, the Peſtilence is ſent 
Throughout the Land; the Angel ſwiftly went, 
Waving his flaming Sword, whereby there fell 
Seventy Thouſand Men in J[ſrael, 

In three Days Time. But when the Angel came 

To ſhake his Blade againſt Feruſalem, 

(The Royal City, the Imperial Seat, 

The Cabinet of what was choice and great) 

The mournful King, with Jrael's Elders, clad 

In Sack-Cloth, with their Countenances /ad, 

Fell on their Faces at the dreadful Sight 

Of that devouring Blade, ſtrech'd out, to ſmite 

The People: and the trembling King thus pour'd, 

His Supplication forth before the Lord. 1 
c 
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Ah! am mot I the Man, that gave Command 


© The People ſhould be number'd thro' the Land? 
« *Tiseven I, that did this Sin commit, 

O that I ox{3,@lulfer might for it 

" * Oa me, and on my Houſe, O Lord, 1 pray, 
Be pleas'd, for what remains, thy Hand to lay 
But not upon the People in this City. 

Oh! on theſe harmleſs Sheep, I pray have Pity 5 
And let not them be plagu'd for my Offence: 
Accept my Pray'r. Regard their Innocence: 


This earneſt Supplication Heaven pierc'd, 
And the Remainder of the Doom revergd. 
The Lord, repenting, to the Angel faid ; 
It is enough, Now let thine Hand be ſtaid. 


The Angel ſtood, when this hleſt Ford was given 
By Ornan's Threſning Floor, twixt Earth& Heaven. 
And Ornan (or Araunab) when he ſpy'd 
The Angel, ran, with his four Sons, to hide. 


But David, be'ng by Gad inſtructed, went 
Io buy the Threſhing-Floor, with full Intent 
| To rear an Allar, in that very Place 

\ Unto the Lord; and there to ſeek his Face. 


Araunab, looking forth, and ſee'ng the King 
Approaching, on the Ground himſelf did fling, 
The Cauſe enquiring, which had brought him there: 
Which, in ſo great 1 Prince, muſt great appear. 
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My Buſinefs, anſwer'd David, is to buy 
Of thee thy Threſbing-Floor, that thereon I 
May raiſe an Altar to the Lord, and ſee 

If by Peace Offerings, he appeag'd will be. 


The Plague, inflicted on us, may be ſtay'd 


That fo, his juſt Diſpleaſure b'ing allay'd, \ 


O, faid Araunab, let my Lord the King 
Accept the Ground: thou needeſt nothing bring. 
The Oxen for Burnt-Offerings ; and the Wheat, 
Accept, for the Meat-Of ring; I intreat ! 

The Threſhing Inſtruments may ſerve the Turn, 
Inſtead of Food, the Off rings to burn, 

And mayſt thou by the Lord accepted be 

As ſure, as theſe are freely givin by me. 


Nay, hold, faid David, do not think that I 
A begging came? I came indeed to buy; 
And buy I will; and that too at ful! Price. 
What"s not my own I will not Sacrifice. | 
Nor will I that, for which I give no Colts, 
Pretend to offer to the Lord of Hofts. 


The Price then ſet, and paid, an Altar there 
King David to the Lord his God did rear : 
And thereon offer'd to appeaſe the Lord, 
Burnt-Off rings and Peace-Off*rings,and implor'd 
His gracious Pardon. And the Lord, who knew 
That David's Heart was right, his Sorrow true, 
Vouchſaf'd to Anſwer him by Fire, which came 
From Heav'n, upon the Altar, in a Flame. 


By 4 
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By which he ſhew'd, his Anger was appeas d: 
And he, with David's Sacrifice, was pleas'd. 


Thus ceas'd the Plague, withSev” ntyThouſand ſla in, 
By which ſo many fewer did remain 
To ſerve the King. And tho? the Lord thought fir, 
To ſpare the Man that did the Sin commit. 
Yet, in his Kingly State, in Part he dy'd ; 
At leaſt was wounded through his Peoples Side. 
For Kings and Subjefts are Cor- Relatives ; 
The one muſt die, unleſs the other lives. 
Herein, however, Divine Providence 
Suited the Puniſhment to the Offence : 
That fince, of Numbers, David tain would boaſt, 
He of his Number Sev'nty Thouſand loſt. 


CHAP. VL 


G E now, and the Expence of Blood in War, 
to Weakneſs had reduc'd the King fo far, 

That, though againſt the Cold they did him arm 

With ſtore ofClatbs, they ſcarce could keep himwarm 

_ Wherefore they for a fair young Virgin ſought, 

Whom, having found, unto the King they brought, 

Her Name Wisag, ſhe a Shunamite, 

Who on the King ſhould wait, bothDay and Night. 

She ſtood at Hand, to ſerve him all the Day ; 

And, when Night came, ſhe in his Bo/om lay: 

Whereby her natural Heat ſhe did impart 

Uato the King; which did refreſh his Heart. 

O 3 Thus 
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Thus led ſhe a Concubinary Life : 
Yer did the King not know her, as 2 Wife. 


His eldeſt Son, then living, was a Prince a 
Of an aſpiring Mind: who, ever ſince 
The Death of Ab/alom, himſelf did hold 
Heir to the Crown : and thereupon grew bold. 
His Name was Adonijab, which doth found | 
A ruling Lord : and ſuch he would be found. | 
A goodly Man, for Perſonage was he : 
And from Correction had been always free. | 
For the King's Lenity to him was fuch, 
He never had diſpleaſed him, ſo much 
As but to ſay unto him, O my Son, 
What is the Cauſe, thou ſo, or fo haſt done? 


— — - — 


He long had caſt his Eye upon the Throne, 
As counting, if not calling it, his on, 
And reckon'd he ſuſtain'd no little Wrong, 
In that his Father ſate upon't fo long. 
But now, his Father's Age, and feeble State, 
Made him reſolve, he would no longer wait; 
But take poſſeſſion of the Royal Crown: | 
Aſcend the Throne, and ibruſt his F ather down. ® 


* 
ͤ——łͤ 


In order thereunto, he did provide 
Chariots and Horſemen (for both Guard and Pride) 
And Fifty Men, who ſhould before him run ; ſ 
Like as his Brother A ſalom had done. 


Then 
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Then into the Conſpiracy he drew 
Joab, his Father's Gen'ral ; who, he knew, 
Among the Soldie*ry great Intereſt had; 
And to his Cauſe, could Strength and Credit add- 
** Abiathar, the Prieſt, he allo got 
To joyn with him; and conſecrate bis Plot. 


Both he and Joab had ſtood right before, 
When Ab/alom rebell'd : and to reſtore 
The King, they labour'd hard, unto his Crown. 
Wi hat pity *twas they now the Pail kick'd down. 


Joab, indeed, ſome Colour might pretend 
For his Defe#ion. He might apprehend, 
| (Not without Reaſon) ſince he loft his Place, 
| He ſtood but /oofly in the Royal Grace. 


But for the Prieſt, no Cauſe, as yet we fee; 
Which might, in bis Excuſe, alledged be : 
Unleſs it were, what among ſuch doth run, 
An Aptneſs to adore the Riſing Sun. 

David declin'd apace ; ready to /et. 
Young Adonijab ready up to get, 


* 
— — —  — — —— — 2 


? The Plot now being ripe, the Time at hand, 
Wherein he meant all rae! to command; 

He made a Royal Feaſt : fat Cattle flew, 

Both Sheep and Oxen; and to it he drew 

His Brethren the King s Sons (e' en ev*ry one 


Of them, excepting only Solomon) 
04 And 
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And with them Joab and Abiathar : 


And all the Men of Judab, though they were 

The King's own Servants : and with them roo moſt 
Of the brave Captains of his Father's Hoſt ; | 
Who, when the Wine their Spirits did inflame, : 
Should Adonijab, for their King, proclaim. | 


Juſt ix tbe Nick, the Prophet Nathan got 
The Knowledge of this execrable Plot: 
And wiſely weighing, how he might prevent 
The dire Effects thereof, away he went | 
Unto Queen Bathſbeba; and her ſurpriz'd 
With the Relation of it: then advis'd 
Her, to the King immediately to go, 
And open, to the King, the Matter ſo, 
That he the Danger deeply in may take; 
And, to prevent it, due Proviſion make. 
And, added he, whilft thou yet ſpeaking art 
Unto the King, I'll come and take thy Part. 
Then her inſtructing, how ſhe ſhould begin 
The Matter; he withdrew : and ſhe went in. 


Come to the Preſence of the King, ſhe bow'd, 
(After fuch Manner as they then allow'd) 
And, being by the King aſk*d, What ſhe would ? 
She in ſuch Terms as theſe, her Bus'neſs told. 
* Thou once, my Lord,unto thineHandmaid ſware, 
By the Almighty (who doth Witneſs bear) 
That, after thee, thy Servant Solomon 
Should Reign, and fit upon his Father's Throne, 

| | « Yet 
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£ Yet now, behold Adonijab doth reign : 

And he hath Oxen, and fat Cattle, flain 

In great Abundance, and a Feaſt hath made: 

© To which thine other Sons are all betray'd, ' 

That they may own his Title: Tb' only one 

« Excluded, is thy Servant Solomon. 

But, upon thee, my Lord O King, the Eyes 

© Of Iſrael are; that thou, before thou dies, 

« Should'ft plainly tell them be, when thou art 
gone 

© Shall thee ſucceed upon thy Royal Throne. 

Which, if to do, my Lord the King ſhould fail, 

And Adonijab's Treaſon ſhould prevail: 

When thou, my Lord, ſhalt with thy Fathers ſleep, 

(The Thought whereof occaſions me to weep) 

« It then ſhall come to paſs, Offenders we, 

My Son and I, ſhall then reputed be.” 


While ſhe yet ſpake, the Prophet Nathan came 
Into the Auti- Chamber; and, his Name, 
Sent in, he did for quick Admittance ſue : 
And, being introduc'd, the Queen withdrew. 


The Prophet quickly his Obeiſance made, 
And to the King, in Haſte, abruptly faid, 
Doſt thou, my Lord O King, indeed ordain 
© That Adonijab, after thee, ſhall Reign? 
Or haſt thou ſaid, When I to Reſt am gone, 
I will that he ſhall fit upon my Throne? 
£ For he, this Day, hath made a royal Feaſt, 
And to it hath invited many a Gueſt ; 


© All 


— 


mw DAFIDE1SsS. 


* All the King's Sons (except Prince Solomon) 

* Unto his Feaſt, at his Requeft are gone, 
And Joab, with the Captains of the Hoſt, 

* He doth careſs ; not ſparing any Coſt : 

Nor is Abiabar the Prieſt, the leaft 

Among his Gueſts ; to bleſs the trait raus Feaſt. 
All whom that he may richly entertain, 

Fed Cattle in Abundance he hath lain. 

© They Eat, Drink, Sing, loud Acclamations give; 
And cry, Long may King Adonijah live. 


© But me, thy Servant, and thy brighteſt Son 
© (Beſt of thy Sons) the brave Prince Solomon, 


He hath not calld, nor Zadocł, the good Prieſt, 


Nor yet Benajab, to his treach*rous Feaſt. 
Is this Thing, by my Lord's Appointment done, 


© And to thy Servant, it thou haſt not ſhown ? 
Or hath aſpiring Adonijab choſe 


This Time, to ſeize the Crown, and thee depoſe 8 


He ſtopt. But what had been already ſaid, 
On David's Mind, a deep Impreſſion made. 
He had not yet the ſad Effects forgot, 
Of his Son Aſalom's diſloyal Plot; 
How hard it with him went; what Dangers he 
Was in; how he was fain for Life to flee : 
Which now (ſo weak he was) he could not do; 
Bat muſt, whate're befel him undergo. 
He therefore to this Sore, reſolv'd © apply 


A ſpeedy, and effefual Remedy. 
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He therefore ſaid, call Baibſheba to me: 
She ſoon appear'd with awful Modeſty, 
And ſtood before him (Nathan out was gone 
Leaving the King and Bathſbeba alone,) 
To whom the King thus ſpake (and with an Oath 
Did what he faid confirm, between them both.) 


As lives the Lord, who hath redeemed me 
From all Diſtreſs, I now declare to thee, 
As I engaged folemnly before, 
When by the God of [acl I ſwore, 
Aſſuring thee, that Solomon, thy Son, 
Should me ſucceed, and fir upon my Throne: 
That will I certainly perform this Day ; 

© Thine Eye ſhall fee it done without Delay.” 
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The Queen, moſt humble Rev*rence having made, 
Only, Long live my Lord King David, ſaid. 
By which, we may ſuppoſe, ſhe wiſh'd that he 
Might /i// Reign on; and be from Troubles free. 


But he, upon the Matter more intent, 
For Zadoct, Nathan, and Benajab ſent, 
Towhom he gave inCharge that they ſhould ſtrait 
Take of his Servants, both for Strength and State, 
Sufficient Numbers; and ſhould cauſe his Son 


(The Lord's Belov*d, Fediab) Solomon, 
On the King's Mule, in Royal Pomp, to ride 


(The Prieſt and Prophet walking by his Side, 
With Royal Guards before him and behind, 


And all the People, that were well inclin'd) 


Uatil 


a* 


** 
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Until they came to Guiborx's little Stream, 
Which from the Court parted Feruſalem. 

Let Zadock there, and Nathan, him Anoint ; 
For him I, King o'er 1Fae!, appoint, 

Said David, in my Stead, upon my Throne 
To fir ; and henceforth take it for his own. 


And when he is Anointed, forthwith ſound 
The Trumpet, and let all the People round, 
With joyful Acclamatiens, call upon 
The Lord, and ſay, God ſave King Solomon. 
Then bring him up, that he, as I ordain, 


May over J[frael and Judab Reign. 
go 


Amen, reply'd Benajah : and, O may 
Thy gracious God Amen unto it ſay. 
As with my Lord the King, the Lord hath been, 
So may he too with Solomon be ſeen: 
And may bis Throne tranſcend thy Throne as far, 
As other Thrones to thine inferior are. 


This faid, away they all together go, 
Zadock the Prieſt, Nathaz the Prophet too; 
Captain Benajab, with the King's Life-Guard, 
The Cherethites and Peletbites, prepar'd 
The King's Command to execute : and thoſe 


To ſlay, who ſhould them in the Work oppoſe. 


The Prieft, out of the Tabernacle, took 
An Horn of Oil; and down to Gibon- Brook 


They 


* 
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The more they're with Amazement ſtruck, and Fear. 
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They lead Prince Solomon, in Royal State: 
Prieft, Prophet, People, gladly on him wait. 
And there the Prieſt, upon his Princely Head, 
From out his Horn, the ſacred Oi did ſhed. 
The Trumpet then was blown, and 
The People cry'd, God ſave King Solomon. 
Their Throats were then diſtended; and the Sound 
Ot Trumpets was by that of Voices, drown'd. 
Triumphant Noiſes through the Air did break, 
And their tranſporting Joys did loudly ſpeak. 
Such Acclamations made] Such Shouts were giv*n. 
As ſeem'd to rend the Earth, and pierce the Head n. 


— 


g n A wil 


Y this Time Adonijab, and the Reſt 
Who had been entertained at his Feaſt, 
Theis Banquet paſt, were ready now to bring 

Him forth in Publick, to Proclaim bim King ; 
Buoy'd up with Confidence of their Succeſs, 
A Prieſt attending them the Work to bleſs: 
And the old Gen ral Joab, at their Head, 
The Military Forces up to lead. 
When, on a ſuddain, the rebounding Cries, 

Of Solomon's Attendance, them furprize. 

They heard, and ſtarted ; and the more they hear, 


What, ſaid old Foab (when he heard the Sound 
Of Trumpets, and the Shouts which Trumpets 
drown'd) May 


- 
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May ve ſuppoſe the Cauſe of This to be? 
The City in an Uproar ſeems to me. 


While he yet ſpake, came one unto the Door 
{Who had been proling out ſome Time before) 
Fonathan (who was Son unto the Prieſt 
Abiathar, of Trayiors not the leaſt) 

Who having been abroad upon the Scaut, 
Had ſeen the Work the City was about. 


Him Adonijab ſeeing, faid come in, 3 
And tell us what the Matter is. Begin : 
For thou a Man of noted Valour art, 
And uſually Good Tidings doſt impart : 

Say, What's the Bu&neſs? © Ah, alas! faid he, 
© My Tidings now will zot be good to thee ; 
For verily, our Lord King David nor 

* Hath Solomon made King.“ Then told him how, 
Where, and by whom, it managed had ben; 
And what, relating to't, he'd heard or ſeen. 
Adding, the People's Joy, for their new King, ! 
They fo expreſt, as made the City ring. 

And that the Noiſe is, which ye now have heard: 
The Cauſe of which is juſtly to be fear'd. 

For Solomon now on the Throne doth ſk ; 

And doth to every one what he thinks fir. 


At this Report the Gueſts were all afraid, 

And ſlips away: Not one amongſt them ſtaid 
With Adonijab. He, as well he might, 

. Deſerted thus, fled, in a grievaus Fright, 

N A Unto ' 


Unto the Mtar : of its Horns laid hold. 
Hoping that ſacred Place now (as of old 
It had to others done) might him protect, | 
At leaſt till he might other Means project, 
His Pardon to obtain. This being laid 

Before King Salomon; he thereon ſaid, 

If he himſelf a worthy Man will ſhew, 


There ſhall, for this, no Puniſhment enſue. 
But if hereafter, he again ſhall try 


III Practices 2gainft me, he ſhall die. 


Then Solomon ſent Meſſengers to bring 
Him, from the Altar, down unto the King ; 
He came, and to the King himſelf did Bow, 
Which ſhew'd he did his Sovereignty allow. 

The King diſmiſſing him, this only faid, 
Go to thy Houſe : do well ; and ben't afraid. 


This gentle Dealing, th* ancient King approv * 
| No doubt; becauſe Adonijab he loved: = 
1 And therefore, probably, was glad to fee, 
In his Succeſſor, ſo much Lemiy. 
Which made him(vhes his Courtiers came, to Wait 
Upon him, and with Joy, congratulatre 
This great Deliv'rance) bow himſelf, and fy 
« Bleft be the Lord, e'en Hrael's God, this Day 
« © Who whilſt Fm n hath voachfafed One 
Of mine own Sons, to fit upon my Throne. 
The Senſe whereof did make this godly King, 
Uato the Lord, his Nunc dimittis fing. © © 


And 
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And now, the Days of David drawing nigh, 
Wherein, by Courſe of Nature, he ſhould die: 
He of King Solomon his Leave did take ; 

And unto him he thus, at parting ſpake. .. 


© I go the Way of all the Earth, faid he; 
© Be ſtrong, and let the Man appear in thee. 
© God's ſacredCbarge obſerve throughout thy Days, 
© And walk uprightly in his holy Ways; 
His Statutes keep; his high Commands obey ; 
© His Judgments dread ; his Doctrines all diſplay : 
That in whate'er thine Hand doth undertake, 
Thou mayft the Lord to thee Propitious make. 
c Then will the Lord confirm his Word, which he 
c Moſt graciouſly did ſpeak concerning me: 
© When he, ſome Years ago, was pleas'd to “ ſay, 
If thine ſhall take good Heed unto their Way, 
Wich all their Heart, and all their Soul to walk 
In Truth before me (Juſtice never baulk) 
Then ſhalt thou never want a favour'd Son, 
To fit upon the [/aclitiþ Throne.“ 


This faid, he Solomon Inſtruction gave 

How he hereafter, ſhould himſelf behave 

To ſome, who had from their Allegiance ſwerv'd: 

And others, who of him had well deſerv'd: 

Then having ſeen full Threeſcore Years and . 

And Forty paſſed in a glorious Reign, 

He with his Fathers ſept, and was interr'd, 

In his own City, which he moſt preferr'd ; 
And 
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And which, to honour him, thenceforth became, | 


The royal Sepulchre for Men of Fame. . 
And now my Muſe, might ſhe ſo high preſume, 
Would write this Epitaph upon his Tomb. 
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Fr lies King David, whoſe ſparp Sword did 452 
The ferceſt Enemies of Iſrael. 

Here the Sweet Singer lies, whoſe various State, 
The Pſalms by bim compoſed, do relate. 

Here lies the Man, who ( for the greateſt Part) 
Did walk according to the Lord's own Heart. 
His Body in the Grave below doth Re; 
His Spirit lives above, among {hs BIA. 
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